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Introduction
Context
This document was originally prepared in support of the successful Mall Park application for
the An Taisce Green Flag award and draws together a complex range of input from
voluntary, regulatory and administrative bodies, agencies and individuals working in
tandem over the years. This unique collaboration is key to the day-to-day operation of the
park, its maintenance and long term planning, elements of which are integrated into the
operational systems of the responsible bodies and coordinated under the umbrella of
Longford Suburbs ltd., a voluntary oversight board.
This cooperation has lead to the
provision of a world class
recreational
facility
within
Longford Town that has been
continually enhanced and refined
to incorporate and progress social,
environmental and economic
objectives
that
significantly
contribute to the quality of life in
the settlement for its residents,
users and visitors.
Judges comments, provided
as part of the Green Flag
assessment process, on both
the plan and the operation,
maintenance and quality of
the park itself have been
incorporated
into
this
document which, it is
anticipated,
will
be
continually refined to ensure
that the facility maintains its
current status and enhances
its contribution to the urban environment into the future.
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The Mall / Albert Reynolds Peace Park
The Mall Park in Longford Town is uniquely located adjacent to the Town Core, retaining an
urban character yet providing a green riverside oasis that has its own distinct identity.
Located to the rear of St.Mels College, adjacent to the Vocational School and with accesses
to the Battery Road, Church and Bridge Street, it provides a pedestrian scale and
permeability to this area of the town, with proposals in place under regeneration and other
initiatives for enhancement in accordance with policy adopted under the Longford Town
and Environs Local Area Plan.
Longford County Council is one of the two smallest Local Authorities in the Country. The
volatile financial climate and subsequent local government reform provisions of recent
years have hit the smaller authorities of the sector particularly hard and it is with great
pride that the council, working in close association with Longford Town and Suburbs Ltd.
and co-operation with community groups and organisations, can present the mall park as
such a high quality amenity and environmentally sustainable resource for many, both
within and outside of the town and County.
While visually distanced from the core area, there is a strong awareness within the town of
the importance of the mall as a recreational amenity, as demonstrated by recent research
(see Box 1) carried out on behalf the Heritage Council1 in support of specific policy to
enhance regional towns such as Longford, through a recognition of the important services
that they provide over and above routine commercial, employment and administrative
functions.

Longford Town Centre and the Mall
1

Heritage Council Ignite Research on Irish Towns, April 2015
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1.
Box 1 : Excerpt from Ignite research carried out
on behalf of the Heritage Council, April 2015

Location and Usage

The Park is well utilised during the day and
provides an important recreational amenity
for those who live and work within the town
and its hinterland, particularly in association
with its position on the Slí na Sláinte route,
which is particularly busy during lunch and at
evening times. This indicates a regional level
of importance as those travelling to work in
the town also make use of the amenity during
the day and the potential for the mall as an
amenity to be linked to other attractions
Countywide as part of coordinated marketing
initiatives.

The completion of the 1916 memorial garden,
under the regeneration initiative on the
southern side of Great Water Street, opposite
the County Council buildings, has had the
effect of opening up the area and creating a
greater sense of civic space. This provides
passive security to the Camlin Court Car-park,
while enhancing the visual connection with
the shopping centre to the potential benefit of
future accesses and uses, essentially drawing
the mall park and its associated recreational
amenity closer to the town core. This is in line with specific policy adopted under the recently
completed Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan, 2016-2022.
This local area plan also refers to Connolly Barracks, the former military installation at the
northern end of the town centre, as a flagship regeneration project. Already supported by the
REDZ2 initiative, this project has the potential, in combination with the Mall Park, to create
greater footfall in the Main Street/Bridge Street/Church Street area and revitalise what was once
a busy and vibrant town quarter.

2

Rural Economic Development Zones were defined in the Commission for Rural Economic Development (CEDRA) report.
These are zones centred on a settlement that provide a specific economic sphere of influence. Longford Town received a
full allocation of €150,000 toward the redevelopment of Connolly Barracks in 2015 under a scheme based on this
designation
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The provision of additional passive recreational area in the Mall is an objective of the Local Area
Plan, potentially located to the north of and adjoining the mall, to the north of the Camlin River,
with associated walking and cycleways to enhance connectivity to all areas of the town. This
would represent an important landscape element in the centre of the town, potentially
connecting two large recreational areas (Abbeycartron and outlying industrial lands and
residentially zoned areas) and providing an extended, attractive looped walking facility for town
residents and those in outlying rural areas to access and utilise. This will increase non-vehicular
permeability and accessibility in the outer core area and increase the overall walkability of the
town centre.
Longford Town Demographic profile is outlined in the attached Chart (see also Appendix for
extract from REDZ application on social land demographic profile). This illustrates a particularly
large younger population that currently avail of the extensive active and passive recreational
facilities that exist at present in the mall, including, astro-turf, indoor pitches and gym facilities, all
of which can be and are regularly secured for public and private rental e.g the indoor pitches are
used for lunchtime indoor soccer games that involve employees from different businesses
agencies and departments throughout the town, providing a social interaction element that
might not otherwise arise. In addition to the activities supported by the Longford Sports
Partnership (see 2017 Calendar of Events at Appendix 2) the community Gardaí also administer a
youth soccer league in association with the FAI in this regard, providing much needed activity and
amenity for an age cohort that is not well catered for in general. The swimming pool, children’s
playground and play equipment in-situ along the mall walkway are also well utilised local and
county level facilities.
Teamed with passive recreational furniture that
facilitates picnics and outdoor engagement for
younger children and older people, the park has a
holistic appeal that engages residents and visitors
alike (see Review from Trip Advisor).
Activities such as the annual children’s play-days
are organised by Longford County Council and
are well organised and well attended events (see
2017 Calendar of Events at Appendix 2).
Activities, Sport and Play.

A well used walking and jogging trail runs through the Mall Park, forming part of a wider “Slí na
Sláinte” through the town. This is currently being augmented with the installation of a footbridge
across the Camlin from Great Water Street into the Mall Park. This will provide enhanced
connectivity between the Mall and the town centre in line with Council policy in the recently
adopted Local Area Plan for the Town and Environs.
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The facilities at the Mall Park cater for a wide range of ages, abilities and interests. Specifically
designed activity and play facilities have been introduced to the park over the last number of
years including:
 There are three dedicated play facilities in the park;
o A fenced playground was constructed in 2003;
o Additional unfenced equipment for older children was then added
o A wooden adventure trail was introduced in 2006.
 There is also a green gym
comprising of seven pieces of
equipment placed adjacent to the
walking trail
 The walks in the park form part of
the “Slí na Sláinte” trail
 In 2006 a double basketball court
was renovated and resurfaced.
 In 2007 a full 11-a-side Astroturf
pitch was installed.
 There is an all weather pitch in the
park.
 In 2013 a multi use pitch was
installed along with Bocce Court.
 The county swimming pool, gym
and sports hall are situated in the
centre of the park, and cater for a
wide variety of sporting fitness
and other uses on a daily basis

The Mall Park is well used by sporting organisations such as the Longford Sports Partnership, the
IRFU, FAI and GAA through their development officers, St Christopher’s School, Longford Active
Age and others, in addition to many individuals across a wide range of ages, interests and
abilities.
Longford Town and Environs
Age Profile 2011,
CSO Census of Population
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2. History
The Mall Park gets its name from an area which
included the current park itself and the fields to the
north that separate the current park from the
residential areas in Abbeycartron. Previously known as
Abbeycartron Avenue, the park dates from 1680-1740
but could be considerably older. The National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage entry for the Park
is outlined in Box 2.
The recent history of the Mall Park includes a
considerable increase in its use by members of the
public, reflected in the expansion of facilities and the
inclusion of dedicated indoor and outdoor sporting
facilities that are well utilised and maintained. It is
Council Policy, as adopted in the Longford Town and
Environs Local Area Plan, 2016-2020 to increase the
use and awareness of the Mall Park and its amenity
and to positively contribute to environmental and
biodiversity objectives.
The mall was renamed Albert Reynolds Peace Park in
recognition of the former Taoiseach and his role in the
peace process.
Most recently, Longford County Council have
established a regeneration initiative, the flagship
project of which is the development of the Barracks
Quarter, centred on the former Connolly Barracks in
the northern section of the Town Core. The Mall Park
is an important element in the redevelopment of this
area in terms of its attraction as an amenity provision,
streetscape/landscape
definition
and
footfall
generator in this area of the town at present.
The current sports complex, including the swimming
pool was established in the Mall Park in 2007
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Box 2: The Mall, Longford
National Inventory of Architectural
Heritage Description

Location

Reg. No.
Date
Previous Name
Townland
County
Coordinates
Categories of Special Interest
Rating
Original Use

13001060
1680 - 1740
Abbetcartron Avenue
ABBEYCARTRON
County Longford
213701, 275970
HISTORICAL SOCIAL
Regional
park

Description

Tree-lined avenue/landscape feature, laid out
c. 1720. Approximately 900 metres long
(running roughly east-west) and 75 metres
wide.
Located to the northeast of Longford Town
centre. River Camlin runs along the south
side. This curious and picturesque tree-lined
avenue could be of considerable antiquity. It
attractively links the St. John's Church of
Ireland church (13002006) with the
associated rectory (13008015) to the east.
It was possibly originally laid out to link the
Dominican Friary of St. Brigid (LF013-026---)
to the west end, no longer extant, with the
remains of a small-single cell church (LF013016---/13008014), probably pre-1700 in date,
to the east.
It now acts as an important public amenity
and represents an interesting, and unusual,
element of the built heritage of Longford
Town.
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3. Current Management and Maintenance
(3A) Health, Safety and Security
This Section should be read in conjunction with Section 3C below
The park is maintained by Longford Suburbs Ltd on behalf of Longford County Council,
who submit safety statements in accordance with the requirements of the Safety Health
and Welfare in Work Act (2005) with copies of the safety Statement are available to all
employees. Health and Safety requirements of Park employees are addressed by Longford
Suburbs and the Department of Social Protection. Hazards in the work place have been
identified and the relevant risks assessed and are routinely monitored.
Security

Park staff patrol the grounds, the Community Gardai routinely visit the park on bicycles.
The Park is well lit at night with lights along the paths and flood lighting for the astro-turf
and multi-sport unit.
The Dog warden also visits on a regular basis and at least once weekly. Dogs are not
permitted to be off a leash. There are 8 Dog bins in the park and plans to provide free
scooper bags
Alcohol is forbidden in the park under “The Longford (regulation and control of consumption
and possession of intoxicating Liquor in public places) Bye-Laws, 2002”
There is a long-established sense of pride in the Mall Park as a central element in the
identity of Longford Town over the centuries. This generally translates into a high level of
respect and appreciation for its role and the facilities and amenity it provides.
Health and safety

The following points relate to health and safety facilities in the mall and associated sports
complex.
There are supervised, regularly maintained
toilets for public use in the Mall Complex. There
are also changing rooms and showers available
for those using the playing pitches. A drinking
water fountain is available in the Mall Complex.

There is a first aid station at reception of the
Mall Complex that includes a defibrillator
and designated personnel trained in its
appropriate
use.
Ongoing
signage
improvements will incorporate details on
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these facilities throughout the Park area.
Lifebelts are provided at regular intervals along the riverbank element of the trail. These
are inspected on a regular basis and maintained in a safe condition for use by the Civil
Defence Officer.
Additional signage requirements have been assessed and the following have been ordered
with regard to enhancing health and safety provisions with the park:




Signage indicating location of First Aid Station
Defibrillator location and instructions for use
New wooden directional signs

As recommended by the green flag judges, weekly playground inspections are undertaken
by a Council engineer and reports are generated in line with Royal Society for the
prevention of accidents (ROSPA3) and problems reported to the Longford County Council
Playground coordinator. An independent ROSPA inspection is carried out annually. The
Main playground in the Mall is currently being refurbished. The Playground areas are smoke
free.
Taking on board comments from the green flag judging panel, storage boxes for fuels and
chemicals have been procured for installation.

3

http://www.rospa.com/
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(3C) Litter, Cleanliness, Vandalism
Litter and Waste Management

Litter bins are frequently located along all routes through the park and are emptied every
week day. Grass cutting is carried out in accordance with a documented regime that
promotes biodiversity while facilitating park activities. A mulching system is in place that
avoids waste grass cuttings.
Park staff conduct regular surveys for graffiti, which is removed immediately when it
occurs.
A waste management regime is in place, the waste is stored in a secure skip supplied by the
Local Authority and there are plans to segregate waste in to recyclable and non recyclable
in the park depot as part of these provisions, including plans for re-use of compostable
waste within the park management regime, illustrating the importance of green spaces
within urban areas in a waste management context. The educational potential to illustrate
this link will be brought forward in initiatives such as the green schools campaign and other
events as appropriate.
Litter surveys are conducted by Park Staff at regular intervals, concentrating efforts during
busy periods such as lunchtimes.
In this regard, additional park staff members are in place during and after events and during
the summer and other holiday periods. The Tidy Towns organisation are regular volunteers
in this regard.
Dog fouling in the park continues to be monitored and addressed, with signage in place to
alert dog owners of their obligations and dedicated bins are in place to encourage
compliance.
Grounds Maintenance and Horticulture

Maintenance of the grassed areas within the park
is carried outs as part of the agreement between
Longford Suburbs Ltd and Longford County
Council, a plan that has been optimised to ensure
that park activities are sustainably facilitated
while promoting maximum biodiversity.
Grass cutting on the playing pitch is undertaken
every 10 days and grass cutting in amenity areas
every week during the growing season in
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accordance with required standards.
There are three grass cutting maintenance in the Mall, the playing pitch and the grass
amenity areas, carried out in accordance with the relevant standards4 for each use type.
Pesticides, including weed killers, are rarely used in the park. The main flower beds are
hand hoed and mulched an paths are swept to prevent weed growth. Park staff are fully
trained on safe chemical use5. Taking on board comments from the judging panel,
measures have been put in place to further reduce chemical use in the Mall Park, such as
the use of natural weed suppression methods in favour of herbicide.
As part of dedicated efforts to
reduce chemical use, extensive
bulb planting has been undertaken
around trees instead of strimming
and herbicide use on the
recommendation of the green flag
judges, in tandem with increased
use of mulching on flower beds to
suppress weed growth without the
use of herbicide.
Grass cutting is a mulching system
with the cuttings being left on the
ground and returning the nutrients
to the soil. There is no green waste
created by grass cutting and
horticultural peat use is kept to a
minimum.
There is evidence of the invasive Japanese Knotweed on the site adjacent to the Mall, on
the southern banks of the Camlin River. This is actively being addressed in accordance with
a countywide strategy developed by the environment section of Longford County Council.
Horticulture and Arboriculture

There are a small number of mature beech trees (Fagus Sylvatica) that reflect the park long
history as an amenity area. Other species include Holly (Ilex Aquilfolium), Oak (Quercus
4

BS 7370-4:1993, Grounds maintenance - Recommendations for maintenance of soft landscape(other than amenity turf)
BS 4428:1989 guide of practice for general landscape operations (excluding hard surfaces)
BS 3969:1998+A1:2013: Recommendations for Turf for general purposes
BS 3998:2010: Tree Work Recommendations
5

PA1 PA6 Training
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Rubur), Birch (Betlula Pendula), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Whitethorn (Crataegus
monogyna) Laurel (prunus laurocerasus). There are plans to further upgrade shrub beds
and sustainability, maintenance and habitat promotion will be considered as part of these
plans.
A tree survey was undertaken in February
2013 and professional tree surgeons were
contracted to remove aging Beech trees that
were at risk of falling and considered a
danger to the public. This survey has recently
been updated and a contractor engaged to
carry out the recommended works as
recommended by the green flag judges
Trees removed have been replaced by similar trees chosen for their native qualities and to
promote biodiversity in line with the aims of the County Longford Biodiversity Plan. The
Mall area consists of primarily open parkland, however tree stumps and dead wood has
been left in-situ were possible to act as micro-habitats for native flora and fauna.
There is a special area designated to allow meadow flowers and wild grasses to grow. This
area also has a insect hotel and is fenced off from public access, however, following judges
comments, plans are underway to partially remove some fencing and encourage
biodiversity through sowing of wildflower meadow seed.
Buildings and infrastructure Maintenance

Park staff carry out regular repairs and improvements to walls and fences, including
painting and cleaning of the exterior of the Swimming pool/Sports complex which has
recently been completed. The mall complex itself is maintained in accordance with an
agreed schedule that includes gutters, drains, cleaning etc.
Maintenance is generally carried out by existing staff in Longford Suburbs Ltd (see section
(3F) community Involvement) however, contractors are utilised where needed to address
specialist expertise requirements.
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Play Facilities

Following the recommendations of the green
flag judges, the weekly playground
inspections are not undertaken by a Council
engineer who has completed a dedicated
training workshop in late 2016. A three
monthly inspection is carried by the local
authority and an annual inspection is
undertaken to ROSPA standards by an
independent safety expert. The outdoor gym
is inspected regularly and has a independent
inspection to ROSPA standards
Safety Equipment

See 3A above
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(3D) Environmental Sustainability
See also (3C) above with regard to Grounds
maintenance and Horticulture/Arboriculture
The park itself is located within the town centre and
promotes sustainable travel choices, providing an
attractive pedestrian route to St Mels College and the
Vocational school, major employment areas and
industrial estates including Abbot Ireland from the town
centre and large residential areas. The adopted planning
framework for the area provides for the installation of
pedestrian bridges in association with further residential
development north of the town to encourage further
pedestrian scale connectivity towards the town centre
and beyond, which is being facilitated by current
developments underway (Camlin Bridge at Council
Offices).
The Camlin River Flows through the park, which also operates as a natural attenuation area
for the Town during flood events.












There are plans to install a solar pump to generate a movement of water in the duck pond. This
is subject to future funding
There is a rain water recovery system in the park depot that is utilised wherever possible, eg
hanging baskets, as a concrete water conservation measure.
There is a special area designated to allow meadow flowers and wild grasses to grow. This area
also has a insect hotel and is currently fenced off from pedestrian use, although plans are
underway to partially remove this fencing.
Pesticide use is maintained at a minimum in preference of manual maintenance of planted beds
and hard surfaces. Following green flag judges comments, additional measures are being put in
place to facilitate natural weed suppression.
The grass cutting regime chosen facilitates the reintegration of the organic material into the soil
and nutrient recycling and it is anticipated that the proposed recycling of waste streams may
facilitate the recovery of compostable organic material for use in the park into the future.
The swimming pool is heated by a biomass wood pellet boiler.
Work is has been completed on the installation of 40kw to 50kw Solar Photovoltaic to address
some of the swimming pool energy requirements in a more sustainable manner.
Further sustainable energy initiatives in relation to the sports complex energy needs are under
consideration

The Mall Park Longford

Green Flag Award

(3E) Conservation of Heritage and Nature
See also Sections (3C & 3D) above
The mall park in Longford is unique in many ways, consisting primarily of open parkland,
interspersed with stands of large mature trees, bounded by hedgerows to the north and the
river Camlin to the south.
A landscape feature of considerable
antiquity, its artificial, highly planned
origins remain, recognised in the Park
management regime, while having
become a well loved and well utilised
community feature that works in
harmony with the walkable nature of
the town and the flora and fauna
supported by a wide range of habitats
at various scales.
Access to the park from the east is via the Camlin Bridge and Church Street. The Camlin
bridge access illustrates the industrial and trading origins of this section of the town, with
mill structures, weirs and other built heritage visible to those utilising the route. The
preparation of a comprehensive historical atlas for the Town and County is underway and
future management plans for the park area, including signage, furniture planting and
maintenance will be amended to ensure that important historical aspects are highlighted in
the mall park experience.
The Church street/Battery road, from which there are also accesses into the mall park, form
part of an architectural conservation area in recognition of their importance within the built
fabric of the town. The Park, by extension, is treated as an associated feature for
consideration of planning and other purposes.
The Camlin River, a tributary of the
Shannon, flows through the park and
provides an importance habitat for
aquatic and terrestrial flora and
fauna. Signage in the park identifies
the species involved and seeks to
heighten public awareness.


Pesticide use is maintained at a
minimum in preference of manual
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maintenance of planted beds and hard surfaces.


The grass cutting regime chosen facilitates the reintegration of the organic material into the soil
and nutrient recycling and it is anticipated that the proposed recycling of waste streams may
facilitate the recovery of compostable organic material for use in the park into the future.



There is a special area designated to allow meadow flowers and wild grasses to grow. This area
also has an insect hotel and is fenced off from public access. This fencing is to be partially
removed and some of the area re-sown with wildflower mix to encourage biodiversity.
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(3F) Community Involvement
See also Section 2. Location and Usage
Longford town is in the geographic and administrative centre of the county and wider area
(as recognised in CEDRA report), and the Mall is very much the main Town and County
Park. There is a wide diversity of community users at all scales.
The Scout den is in the park and they
organise barbeques and other scouting
activities.
A wide range of sporting clubs use the
Astroturf, multi games unit.
There are a number of standing piers for
anglers by the river that are universally
accessible.
St Christopher’s disability services clients
use the park. Local schools go on nature
walks and also use the playgrounds during the school day.
In addition to regular park users, there are a number of events that are held in the Mall
Park, including:


National Play day which is into its
11th year is held in the park
annually.



Longford Sports Partnership has
supported a large number of
organised runs and walks. The
Longford cycle tour starts and
finishes in the mall. There are also
events run for National bike week.



The athletics club holds events in the Mall. There are a number of charitable events the
largest is the Darkness into Light for Pieta House.

Longford County Council, in association with the Parkrun organisation, hold weekly
runs in the Mall on Saturday mornings
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Community involvement in park management and development

The day-to-day upkeep of the Mall Park is overseen by a voluntary committee, Longford
Suburbs Ltd., who address the maintenance of the Mall on behalf of Longford County
Council. This company is deeply rooted in the community with an in-depth knowledge of
the history of the park, its importance to the community and the development needed to
maintain its capacity in a social and environmental context. The company comprises of
retired senior council officials, retired county councillors, council officials and members of
the wider community.
The overall management is
overseen and approved by County
Longford Mid Municipal District,
while the overall management of
the park is under Longford County
Council. At present there is one
supervisor and 8 staff, this can
increase depending on the season.
All staff are employed by Longford
Suburbs Ltd on a Community
Employment scheme. The extent
to which the park is supported and
utilised on an ongoing basis by
local clubs and communities and
the high level of attendance at organised events is testament to the success of this role to
date.
The financial situation for the Mall has been very difficult during the downturn and the
removal of Longford Town Council has been a challenge for the board of management. The
impact of this is there has been very little investment in recent years. The park is now
running on a financially sustainable level.
Longford County Council have
recently secured the input of the VEC
horticultural course in the design and
installation of the Peace park opposite
the civic offices to the south of the
Mall park. This green space will act as
part of the hierarchy of public open
space within the town centre, creating
an inviting pedestrian environment
that will help to link the town centre

The Mall Park Longford

Green Flag Award

and its main thoroughfares to the River and the Mall park itself. The success of this venture
enhances the potential for the inclusion of a similar pilot activity within the mall park as
part of its development proposals.
Longford County Council currently has no dedicated biodiversity officer, a role which is
fulfilled in on an integrated basis by the Heritage officer.
Many of the events held in the Mall Park are organised on a voluntary basis (see 2017
calendar at Appendix 2)
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(3G) Marketing Strategy
The Longford Sports complex maintains a dedicated marketing strategy that benefits the
Mall Park as a whole. The park benefits from the many events and activities outlined at
Section (3F) above, in addition to ad hoc educational uses such as nature walks and fitness
activities, many of which are publicised on an individual basis such as the Parkrun, Longford
Playday, Running and soccer clubs, Longford Sports Partnership etc. that maintain high
profile through regular advertising and social media.
Longford Tourism are in the process of developing a developing a new website within
which the Mall park will feature as a significant amenity, promoted as part of an integrated
suite of attractions within the town and county as a whole and will be linked to the newly
revamped Longford County Council website.

(3H) Overall Management
The Park is primarily managed on a community basis - See Section (3F)
Longford County Council is represented on the Longford Suburbs Ltd. board and a council
official who is also a horticulturalist works closely with the Mall park supervisor.
Capital works are undertaken by Longford County Council, who also oversee health and
safety provisions for the public. Funding has been secured for a new bridge over the Camlin
at the Council offices that will link the Mall with Great Water Street under a national rural
recreational amenity infrastructure grant and construction is to commence in the near
future.
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Dedicated maintenance regimes are in place for specific elements such as playground and
gym equipment including health and safety considerations. The Astroturf pitch is
maintained in accordance with a dedicated schedule (see Appendix 3)

4. Analysis and Assessment
See Section (3F)
The availability of resources is a critical issue for small authorities such as Longford County
Council and national reform and restructuring of funding regimes for Local Authorities has
created challenging times for the management of the Mall Park in recent years.
Efforts to secure additional funding from various sources to achieve stated aims and
objectives are ongoing and will be progressed in association with the relevant departments
within and external to Longford County Council. These funding streams are likely to
include, but not limited to:





REDZ (Regional Economic Development Zones) initiatives
Rural Recreation Amenity Funding
Town and Village Renewal programme
EU and other funding calls as they become available

Where possible, projects will be linked with others within the town area to ensure
maximum benefit and will be aligned with the policy contained within the adopted
Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan, 2016-2022.
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5. Aims and Objectives for the next 5-year
The main aims for the Mall Park over the next five years, ordered in line with priority, and
with dedicated actions, are outlined hereunder, which each graph indicating anticipated
progress for each project across the five-year timeframe.
Increase accessibility and usability
of the Mall Park for all
1. Install dedicated signage for
those on the Autistic Spectrum
2. Install playground facilities for
those with special needs
3. Consider the installation of a
sensory Garden for the use of
those with sensory difficulties
4. Review access and park furniture
in line with Longford Age
Strategy
Age Strategy
Garden
Playground
Signage

Enhance biodiversity and increase environmental awareness
1. The continued development of the wild life area in the park with a view to increasing the
number and range of native flora and fauna.
2. The removal of poor quality small trees and there replacement with good quality
ornamental trees sourced from a reputable growers.
3. The upgrading of existing shrub beds around the park.
4. The planting suitable plants for river side habitats.
River Plants
Shrubs
Trees
Wildlife

Ensure that the mall Park contributes to national sustainability objectives
1. The separation of litter into recyclable and non recyclable.
2. The installation of a solar water pump into the duck pond.
3. The installation of 40kw to 50kw Solar PV for the Mall Sports Complex
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Solar PV
Water Pump
Litter

Enhance physical and visual connectivity between the Mall Park and the Town Centre
1. The construction a footbridge across the Camlin River from Great Water Street into the
park.
2. To look at having an extension to the Mall on its northern boundary included in area and
county development plans. This would greatly enhance the park and cater for the ever
increasing number of users. The extended footprint would allow for a great diversity of
planting and increase the range of habitats.

Extend

Bridge

6. Monitoring and Review
The Management regime is reviewed on an annual basis between Longford County Council
and Longford Suburbs Ltd (see Section (3f) which includes Health and Safety Legislative
provisions.
Financial Management includes the budget adoption on an annual basis in association with
Longford Municipal District/Longford County Council.
Annual Green Flag inspection and judging comments will be incorporated into the
management of the park area which will be reviewed and amended as required.
Health and safety inspections for specific equipment and on an overall basis will be carried
out and recommendations implemented as appropriate where required.
Tree surveys will be carried out at regular intervals and contractors engaged to carry out
works as required.
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Appendix 1 – Demography and socio-economic context Extract from 2015 REDZ
application
At the census of 2011, County Longford had a population of 39,000 people, of which 8,002
resided in Longford Town. The town grew by some 5% over the intercensal period from
2006 to 2011, contrasting with the county area which grew by 28% and the Town Environs
which grew by 32% over the same period. This reflects the fact that while Longford County
is one of the most deprived as per the Trutz-Haaze Area profile compiled for Pobal in 2011,
the fourth most deprived nationally, the most deprived ED in the County is Longford No.1
Urban, the town centre, as illustrated in the screengrab map from the Pobal website,
outlined below.

The demographic profile illustrates the high dependency rate within the County (those
aged 0-14 and over 65) relative to the working cohorts and the state as a whole.
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This Chart below illustrates this relationship between Longford County and the state in
terms of age cohorts, where by the young and old age dependency cohorts are strongly
represented in Longford (blue) relative to the State (red), which has a much greater
percentage of those in the working age cohorts.

The following demographic summary relates to the specific REDZ spatial designation1
which includes Longford Town, Edgeworthstown, Ballymahon and Lanesboro.

Percentage Change by gender and Age Cohort, 1991
- 2011

total
%20-24
female

%25-29
%30-34

male
-100%

-50%

0%

50%

100%



Population grew by 34% in the period from 1991-2011, and 15% from 2006 – 2011,
significantly outperforming the national average population growth



Population density increased from 27 to 34 persons per km2 between 1991 and 2011



There is significant loss of population in the male 20-34 age cohort over the 10 year period
from 1991 -2011, ranging from 8-10%. This is considerably less for females in the same age
cohort over the same period.
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Appendix 2 – Calendar of Events 2017
The following is a preliminary and non-exhaustive list giving a flavour of the planned events
in the Mall Park over the course of 2017.
Operation Transformation walk/run 7th January
Workplace running programme 11th January – 15th February
Operation Transformation walk/run 18th February
Parkrun for workplace programme 11th March
Parkrun for couch to 5k – 8th April
Green gyms/walking group – disability 20th April-25th May
Charity cycle 28th April
Charity Swim in Pool
Junior Triathlon
May go for life games (tutor demonstrations)
Darkness into light 6th May
Ike week
National recreation week
National Playday 1st July
Children’s Fun Activities (with Longford Library)
Scout Camp in Mall 1st July
Green Gyms/Walking Group – older adults 13th July – 17th August
August go for life (tutor demonstration)
September Positive aging week
Aquafit for older persons
New workplace programme 20th September- 25th October
Green Gyms/Walking Group – disability 1st November – 6th December
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Appendix 3 – Astroturf Management Plan
Management Plan
Weekly maintenance
Check and remove dirt
Level/brush the pitch using a suitable brush towed brush at a medium speed
Check and clean run off channels
Twice yearly maintenance
General check of the surface
Harrowing and tillage of the surface by using special three point harrow.
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