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Local News and Services
Arts Project Invite
Faoin Speir / In the Open arts project invite community groups in County Longford to participate in
'Light Brigade' - a public arts project this November. The project delivered by artist Tom Meskell, is
based on the making and exhibition of lantern sculptures. Tom is delivering 10 x one day workshops in
early November (9am to 4pm) with interested community groups. Groups of 10 participants. Each
participant will be taught techniques and mentored to create an individual lantern art object. All the
lanterns will be exhibited together in late February 2022. Workshops take place between Mon 1st Nov Fri 12th Nov. Suitable for participants 10yrs+. Groups must supply space for workshop. Light Brigade is
part of the Faoin Speir Longford arts program and is delivered by Longford Arts Office. Please direct
expressions of interest to Shane Crossan - republicofculture21@gmail.com.

__________________________________________________

• Upcoming Longford County Council and Municipal District Meetings - dates of
meetings and details on how you can attend here

• Longford County Council leads on rural working hubs more information here here
• Explore new skills with free Skillshare online courses at your nearest Digital Hub
(BCP) information here
• Are your Register of Electors details correct? Make sure you are registered here

Link to October Events Guide with a special Halloween Events Guide for this month:
Events - Longford.ie

____________________________________________________________________

Keep Well Campaign: Further details on Longford County Council’s website www.longfordcoco.ie

WORKSHOPS/WEBINARS/TRAINING

We’ve added four new sessions to The Storytelling Series.
The Storytelling Series is FREE communications training with experts in the fields of
journalism, social media, content production and PR. Part of the upcoming We Act
campaign, the programme of webinars aims to upskill staff and volunteers in telling the story of our
organisations and communicating our value and impact.
See the programme below – more sessions will be added soon. To register for each
session, visit the links below and sign up for FREE through Zoom webinar:
The Storytelling Series
**NEWLY ADDED** Getting Confident on Social Media with Adam Monks (TU Dublin,
Honey + Buzz) | Weds, 6 October, 11am - 12.30pm
Easy Graphic Design with Canva with Ronny Hermosa (Canva, Fair Trade Connection) |
Weds, 13 October, 10.30am - 12noon
How to Be a Spokesperson for your Organisation with Eleanor Kelly (UCD Innovation
Academy, Open Society Foundations) | Weds, 20 October, 11am – 12.30pm.
**NEWLY ADDED** How to Take Great Photos on your Phone with Brendan O'Sé
(award-winning photographer) | Weds, 10 November, 11am - 1pm
**NEWLY ADDED** The Art of Contemporary Storytelling Panel, facilitated by Louise
Bruton (Irish Times, Irish Independent) | Weds, 17 November, 11am – 12.30pm
**NEWLY ADDED** Engagement Strategy for Facebook and Instagram with Jean
O'Brien (Digital Charity Lab) | Weds, 24 November, 11am – 12.30pm
The Storytelling Series is a key strand of We Act, the upcoming national public awareness campaign
for the charity and community sector. If we the campaign to have momentum and change attitudes
about our sector, we need to elevate our stories and champion the valuable work we do.

The Storytelling Series is for anyone who works or volunteers in the sector who wants
practical tips and tools for effective communications. The series is supported by Community
Foundation Ireland and the RTÉ Comic Relief Fund.
Warm regards,
The Wheel
___________________________________________________

NATIONAL NEWS

We Act Campaign
The Dept. of Rural and Community Development would like to invite you to special pre-launch
briefing for the We Act campaign.
'We Act' is a national public awareness campaign for the community, charity, non-profit and
social enterprise sector (see attached information sheet).
Last year, a group of sector representatives came together to lay the foundations for a brandnew campaign - the 'We Act' campaign, which would showcase the incredible value and impact
of the charity and community sector to the public.
The group is made up of Boardmatch, Charities Institute Ireland, Disability Federation of Ireland,
Dóchas, The Wheel, and Volunteer Ireland who formed a campaign steering group. The
campaign secured funding from The Community Foundation for Ireland via its RTÉ does Comic
Relief Fund.
The campaign presents a great opportunity for community and voluntary groups in your area to
have their stories heard and show the impact they have in our communities every day.
A number of webinar sessions are due to be held and will be a chance for you to find out all
about the campaign, and learn how you, and the groups in your area, can get involved.
All the sessions are the same so you don't have to attend more than one. Simply click on your
preferred date on the attached Townhall Invite and complete the RSVP form. The dates are as
follows:
19th October 2.30pm - 3.30pm
20th October 6.30pm - 7.30pm
22nd October 10am –11am

______________________________________________________________

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES WITH PEATLANDS PROJECT
LAUNCH

I would like to inform you of the launch of a new project, Connecting Communities with Peatlands, led
by Irish Rural Link and the Community Wetlands Forum. It is a new initiative funded by the National Just
Transition Fund. The project seeks to provide transitioning supports to communities in the Midlands,
particularly those that have been affected by the closure of the peat mining industry. The project aims
to support community engagement with peatlands by providing capacity-building training and
workshops to community groups to develop projects with peatlands that are beneficial to their local
areas and the environment.
All community groups who are interested in interacting/engaging with their local peatland are invited
to the launch to find out more about the project. Link to register for the event is here:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/official-launch-event-connecting-communities-with-peatlands-tickets185582681797
Community Wetlands Forum
Find out more about the project here: https://communitywetlandsforum.ie/connecting-communities.../

______________________________________________________________

Now open for applications from eligible nonprofits, the St. Patrick’s Festival x TikTok
Creative Fund is a €100,000 fund which is available to community and voluntary
organisations, charities and social enterprises who use artistic and cultural
interventions as a tool to connect, enhance and inspire their communities.

10 x €10,000 awards are available to develop and deliver a creative, artistic
or cultural project in your community
The 10 successful groups will be supported throughout the process by the St. Patrick’s Festival team
and groups may also use their fund to work with professional local artists, performers, creatives and
crews to help bring their project to life.
The application process is simple and straightforward and requires you to fill in an online
application form telling a little about your community and the creative project that you would like to
undertake. You are also asked to make a short video on your phone (or other recording equipment if
preferred) introducing your community and showing the creative work that you do.
Closing date for applications is 6pm on Sunday, 24 October.
All successful groups will be announced in early November and work can start on your project over
the following months. Projects that are ready by March 2022 will be showcased to Ireland and the
world on St. Patrick’s Festival’s platforms and on TikTok.
For full details, and to submit an application, please visit the website here.
LEARN MORE HERE

_________________________________________________________

Our Rural Future - Rural Ideas Fora
The Department of Rural and Community Development is holding a series of Rural Ideas Fora
in the coming weeks. The series of three online events will focus on specific themes within Our
Rural Future, the national rural development policy published earlier this year, and will be an
opportunity to discuss the challenges and opportunities that impact on rural communities and
economies. Attendees will learn more about ongoing work relating to key objectives contained
in the policy, and hear from a panel of key stakeholders.

Registration for these events is available via Eventbrite at the following link:
https://www.eventbrite.ie/o/department-of-rural-and-community-development-20051109089
The three events scheduled are as follows:
18 October – 11am-1pm: Remote Working - An Opportunity for
Rural Ireland
27 October – 11am-1pm: Transitioning to Climate-Neutral Society
10 November – 11am-1pm: Revitalising Towns and Villages
________________________________________________________________

Macra are having a reboot in Longford from Oct 17th - 24th..
Lots of events and all these events are FREE!
It's an opportunity to get out and about and linking in with other people.
19th October – Location tour through Longford
20th October – Social Evening Walk in association with Longford Ramblers
21st October – Soccer with Macra at the Mall
22nd October – Bowling and Social with Macra at Longford Mega Bowl
Further details below

__________________________________________________________

Age Friendly Ireland Announces International Webinar Series

------------------------------------------------------------

New Website to Search all local Government Jobs
In conjunction with the Local Authority sector, the Local Government Management Agency have
developed a new website to advertise and promote employment opportunities in the Local Government
sector - www.localgovernmentjobs.ie. All local authority jobs, including national and sectoral vacancies,
will be advertised on localgovernmentjobs.ie. Longford County Council will advertise external vacancies
on this website going forward.

