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Funding News 

 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SCHEMES  

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Longford County Council invites Expressions of Interest from local communities who wish to be 

considered for participation in the Community Involvement Scheme. 

The scheme provides for grant assistance which must be matched by a minimum 15% from the 

Community, for eligible works including general maintenance, drainage works, pavement works and 

footpaths. 

Eligible Schemes will be assessed for inclusion and incorporated into the existing programme of works 

for completion during 2021/2022, subject to the provision of funding and relevant scheme conditions. 

Application forms are available at www.longfordcoco.ie or by email to roads@longfordcoco.ie. The 

closing date for receipt of applications is 4pm on Friday 25th June 2021. 

_______________________________________ 
 

 
 

For groups interested in applying for funding under Measure 1 of the Outdoor 

Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) please contact Longford Community 

Resources at 043-3345555. Applications have to be assessed by LCRL and 

submitted by 30th June. 

 

County Longford Public Participation Network (PPN) 
E-mail: ppn@longfordcoco.ie; Web: www.longfordppn.ie 

fb: @longfordppn 

Twitter: @LongfordPPN 
 

Helen Gorman, PPN Support Worker, County Longford Public Participation Network, Longford County Council, 

Great Water Street, Longford 

 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
mailto:roads@longfordcoco.ie
http://www.longfordppn.ie/


 
Community Enhancement Programme 2021 

Longford Local Community Development Committee invites applications for small  grants to 

enhance community facilities or fund reopening costs under the Community Enhancement 

Programme 2021. 

Closing date for receipt of completed application forms and supporting documentation is by 

email to lcdc@longfordcoco.ie no later than 4pm on Friday 2nd July, 2021. 

For Application Form and Guidelines please see webpage Longford LCDC CEP 2021 

____________________________________________________  

 

 Our Rural Future: Ministers Humphreys, McConalogue and Hackett 

announce final call for applications to the LEADER Food Initiative  

€5 million fund aimed at artisan, micro and small food businesses 

Funding will help artisan, micro and small food businesses to respond to challenges 

posed by Brexit and COVID-19  

LEADER programme a key plank of ‘Our Rural Future’ 

Small food businesses are today (Tuesday, May 25th) being encouraged to apply for funding under the 

LEADER Food Initiative – a €5 million investment aimed at assisting businesses to deal with the challenges 

posed by Brexit and COVID-19. 

The final call for applications was made by Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather 

Humphreys, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Charlie McConalogue and Minister of State for 

Land Use and Biodiversity, Pippa Hackett.  

The funding will help artisan, micro and small food businesses to respond to challenges posed by Brexit 

and COVID-19, while also supporting diversification in agriculture. 

In December 2020, Ministers Humphreys, McConalogue and Hackett announced the extension of the 

LEADER Food Initiative into 2021. 

As part of that announcement, the maximum rate of aid available to projects involving economic activity 

was increased from 50% to 75% for project applications received on or after 1st April 2021. 

mailto:lcdc@longfordcoco.ie
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/longfordcoco/services/economic-community-development/community-development/local-community-development-committee/community-enhancement-programme/


Announcing the final call for applications, all three Ministers urged small food businesses to submit their 

applications. 

Contact details for all Local Action Groups and their Implementing Partners (Local Development 

Companies) can be located here: 

___________________________________________  

LEADER ‘Our Rural Future’ funding – over €2.4 million allocated to Longford 

• Local Groups can apply for funding immediately 

• A total of €70 million to support rural communities and enterprises 

• Funding allocations for 29 Local Action Groups announced 

• Ground-Up approach of LEADER a key plank of Our Rural Future 

The Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys T.D., has today (9th April 
2021) announced the details of the allocation of the €70 million Transitional LEADER programme for 
the period 2021-2022. 

• €65 million is being allocated to support locally-led rural development projects across the 29 Local Action 
Groups (LAGs) 

• €3 million is being allocated to support the LEADER Cooperation measure which encourages rural areas 
to work together on collaborative projects 

• €2 million will be allocated to prepare for the next LEADER Programme 

Minister Humphreys has also today published the funding allocations being provided to each of the 29 
Local Action Groups (LAGs). 

More information on how and where to apply is here 

 

 

Grow Remote 

We're launching a €10,000 community fund. 

It's aimed at supporting local leaders to build innovative solutions in making remote work 

(location agnostic employment) local. 

Open to chapter leads only, but you can find your local chapter here if you have an idea: 

https://t.co/4arlPg19Qm?amp=1 

What would you do with 10,000? 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c45498-local-action-groups/
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/your-council/news/applications-invited-to-additional-2-2m-transitional-leader-programme.html
https://t.co/4arlPg19Qm?amp=1&fbclid=IwAR3UKX5majbcKta5NKcoep2yuiP2emHxdruZw73SesZ7kZALV34QvFJmTi0


What’s On 

 

Damhsa ar an Sean-Nós – Learn basic Sean-Nós steps  

There’s no dancing shoes required for this!  Runners, boots, shoes, wellies or just socks will 

do!!  Spaces available, all we need are names and email addresses! 

Saturdays 11am – 12 via zoom May 29th and 5th June – contact 09064 32546 pbriody@longfordoco.ie  

____________________________________________________  

The Goldsmith Festival 

The Goldsmith Festival taking place over the June Bank Holiday weekend, June 4-6 and will be 

an entirely online event.  Festival theme ‘The Future for Irish Agriculture’.  

Watch the Youtube video on the upcoming Goldsmith Festival 
https://youtu.be/zmK0c1pw1AY 

To register visit the The Goldsmith International Literary Festival website here 

________________________________________________  

Knights & Conquests Heritage Centre  

Granard, Co. Longford N39 DE06 – situated at Ireland’s tallest Norman Moate where you 

can learn more about the Normans and their way of life. 

Reopening on Saturday 5th June   link for more information on opening times and 

entrance fees   https://www.knightsandconquests.ie/contact/ 

 

 

Granard Butter Market  

opens 11.30 to 1.30 on Saturday 5th June 2021 

 

https://youtu.be/zmK0c1pw1AY
https://olivergoldsmithfestival.com/
https://www.knightsandconquests.ie/contact/


________________________________________  

 The Sustainable Development Goals Roadshow 

The SDG Roadshow is a cross country cycle being 
undertaken by Drogheda based NGO 
Development Perspectives and SAOLTA in a bid to 
raise awareness of the Global Goals, and in this 
instance, a more sustainable mode of travel, the 
trusty bicycle. 

 

The tour will consist of two team members, CEO Bobby McCormack, and Project Officer Nick Doran, 
setting off from opposite sides of the country, visiting towns and communities along the way 
while highlighting the importance and relevance of the Global Goals to localities around Ireland. 

We are delighted to collaborate with our friends at Development Perspectives, who have chosen 
Longford as one of their stop off points - offering a fab workshop on the Sustainable Development Goals 
to those wishing to participate. 

The Sustainable Development Goals are a set of global commitments to end poverty, protect the planet 
and promote peace, justice, and equality by 2030. 

Ireland played a unique and central role in the process which led to the agreement of these 17 Global 
Goals which were signed up to by 193 UN member states. Along with these member states were over 8 
million NGOs, civil society organisations and the private sector organisations who helped develop, and 
subscribed to these ambitious targets. 

This takes us to the Bike Tour: Development Perspectives believes that for these goals to be successful 
the public need to be aware of, and crucially involved and active in, realising them. 

Throughout the bike tour a series of outdoor trainings will be delivered, introducing the Global Goals to 
communities at each stop. These workshops will be based around participatory, experiential learning 
methods and will explore the relevance of the Goals to local communities, explain why they are 
important, and what their impact is, both locally and globally. 

DP CEO Bobby McCormack will set off from County Louth with a cargo bike full of exciting workshop 
resources and visit towns across the East coast.  At the same time, Project Officer, Nick Doran will set off 
from Co Sligo and tour the West Coast. Throughout the Road Show, the intrepid SDG cyclists will deliver 
workshops in towns such as Longford, Navan, Athenry, and Tullamore, while coming together mid-way in 



Moate to host a combined workshop and meet with SAOLTA partner Irish Rural Link."  Nick Doran  - Dev 
Perspectives 

For a full outline of tour dates or to register for one of these workshops please connect with 
Development Perspectives Eventbrite here:   

SDG Road Show Tickets, Mon, Jun 21, 2021 at 9:00 AM | Eventbrite 

To follow the event online go to: https://www.facebook.com/DevelopmentPerspectives 

Details for the workshops: 

Date: 21st June 

Time: 7pm - 8pm 

Venue: Albert Reynolds Peace Park - This will be an experiential outdoor workshop.  

Places: Max 15 participants 

The workshop will include some focus on the benefits of cycling and cycling's relation to the Sustainable 
Development Goals. There will be an opportunity for cyclists to join the morning segment of the bike 
journey on Tuesday 22nd June. 

Please note, all workshops along the route will have limited numbers (max 15) and will follow current HSE 
guidelines re social distancing. 

_____________________________________________________________  

Local News and Services 

 
FREE OFF-STREET PARKING To help with local businesses 
reopening, free off-street parking will be available in 
Longford Town from Monday 31st May until Saturday 3rd 
July. 
 

__________________________________ 
 
Studio to Let at Garvey’s Yard Art Studios, Longford by Engage Longford  
Applications to engagelongford@gmail.com 

__________________________ 

 

Volunteer Longford and LCRL #VolunteerFromHome latest initiative is #SpruceUpYourStreet. We are 

asking people to get involved in some small way by doing something to brighten up their own 

immediate surroundings.  For more information contact info@volunteerlongford.ie   

 ☺    Longford Volunteer Centre. 

_____________________________________________ 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ie%2Fe%2Fsdg-road-show-tickets-156073940357%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1uyJxsGOTJg9etCJx4M3YPJc-UXCiIMNgWtqcACiVbv_lnVYfvI8Ocens&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cce29009fadae448cdd8408d92517ab5d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637581605848068901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mFOmBiRVJmdHhWJ09bKDzvD6cVkRRXi6pdGf1ThffPk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/DevelopmentPerspectives
mailto:engagelongford@gmail.com
mailto:info@volunteerlongford.ie


A short video on the National Childcare Scheme below. This video may be helpful to 

parents accessing childcare supports for the first time.  

National Childcare Scheme YouTube video here 

 

Barnardos Webinars for Parents:  here 

_____________________________________________________  

 

Eligibility for ECCE 

 

The Early Childhood Care and Education Programme (ECCE) programme is a universal two-
year pre-school programme available to all children within the eligible age range. 

The programme is provided for three hours per day, five days per week over 38 weeks per year 
and the programme year runs from September to June each year. 

There is one point of entry at the beginning of the programme year. The programme will be 
available to all children who have turned 2 years and 8 months of age before September 1st as 
long they won’t turn 5 years and 6 months of age on or before June 30th of the programme year. 

The programme is available to all children from the September after the child has turned 2 years 
and 8 months. 

Here is a link to the calculator  https://longfordchildcare.ie/.../ecce.../ecce-calculator/ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Longford’s ‘Green Keep It Clean Campaign’  If any individuals or households would like to take part in 

the “Longford’s Green Keep It Clean” initiative, they’re invited to contact their local Tidy Towns group. 

Any questions or queries can be referred to Gary Brady Environmental Awareness Officer on 043 33 

43451 or via email to gbrady@longfordcoco.ie. Press Release here 

____________________________ 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DIPUZb16ihz0%26fbclid%3DIwAR1l19TUNoZdmMTZoDX3j_4fl_pOts2wDmAKtF6RFZEe8lrn7ohL6Cg2fIg&h=AT1l-gjPgClmyozoeRvS18RmkRB5UH1r9dlS-hP6t4EI1ylybCl6wjhNJ5z2GhC2JQhrTr85N1Qud3ADLJgsCxbi7SDu59JMXLnwjCSsAoUGbhheA2QtxDpZ29Pc_6uruQ&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3dyA1X3oCvzqpSLhTJrQgA3A83BZDcEgHql4DN5DL27XAGOLUwPdai9NpXxbmXuKLV3I5ZA3vWU9gZr2aGy7yS3ntezBkNvZPrlSrm0Gv8LduOEAdTBDAdBeJBouQL6TpUzI-LdzEzgP7GZYHy0sKBm_wJgIjWdscrkJYWo5sfRUg
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/online-safety-programme/for-parents
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flongfordchildcare.ie%2Fearly-years-professionals%2Fdcediy-programmes%2Fecce-early-childhood-care-education%2Fecce-calculator%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2d8vvBgdyinhYVA1L905IrcYVcJK6181mzM1TOmGh3IFT8O0FtyNt2fto&h=AT3Frl1eRw5MFqA5UT4Tby0K-Rkcyog0sNjh8CX75Vsq6P2kh1HZrHyQF5yxntwzONi4w3AJ0CakdwQxqCyo2kfxGOZQ6vn3_WiCN8agevXUn1i5f6MEbQDd_mO5F1V7CQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1cMybJxxS-NaRm1lZuikb_RVq32sOUtg2R1ZG203J39iJcesltbyPLR7fex-ehd1YmYIBzMu1U1I3KwjxhdlefTN6iI4rgojrV63lwSpyx4wERLlHb-7D6uGzyUGObz4CBa7HMcLLQ_zwysoFNJ6ObH4mmXGg1IyWOATCh0YQAJ2o
mailto:gbrady@longfordcoco.ie
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/your-council/news/launch-of-longford-s-green-keep-it-clean-campaign.html


 

Please see link for June’s Event Guide for Longford: Week 7th June 2021 - Longford.ie 

________________________________________________________ 

 

HSE Resource Office for Suicide Prevention Longford/Westmeath & Louth/Meath 
Some of the services provided below: 

• Awareness and Training Programmes 

• Suicide Bereavement Liaison Service 

• Local and National Supports and Services 

• Information/Signposting Posters, Leaflets and other resources:  

Contact:  The Health Centre, St. Joseph’s Campus, Dublin Rd., Longford Tel: 086 380 1152  Email: 
eddie.ward@hse.ie 

________________________________________________________  

 

Longford Community Call Helpline:  043 3344255 or Freephone 1800 300 122 
Keep Well Campaign:  Further details on all activities and initiatives at county level will be made available 
on the Council’s website www.longfordcoco.ie 

 

WORKSHOPS/WEBINARS/TRAINING 

  
  

Save the Date National Access for All Network Meeting June 9th 
3pm -5pm 

  

It's hard to believe we are at the end of May 2021. Since speaking to you all we 

have being working in the background to ensure that our network is running "in the best 
possible way". 

  

We are looking forward to meeting with you again on Wednesday June 9th  at 3pm -5 
pm  through Zoom. Please let us know as soon as possible, if you require an interpreter for the 
meeting.  
  

https://www.longford.ie/en/events/week-7th-june-2021.html
mailto:eddie.ward@hse.ie
http://www.longfordcoco.ie/


As an action from our last meeting it was asked to look at developing a Terms of Reference for 
our Network. Please see here a draft TOR.  At our next meeting we will be discussing this 

and all suggestions and amendments are most welcomed and can be sent in prior to 
the meeting. There will be a follow up email with Agenda and login details for our next 
meeting 

  
  

In the meantime, if you have any items that you would like to include in the Agenda for our next 
meeting or have any questions, please email pjcleere@disability-federation.ie 

  
  

Finally, we are conscious of making emails and any documents we create as accessible as 
possible. If you had any issues reading the content of this email, please let us know. 
  

We look forward to seeing you all on our screens very soon. 
Áine & the DFI Community Team 

 

 
Midlands Science is running this year called Science Communities. This project, which is an SFI Discover 

Project, aims to create dialogue and discussion between members of the community in the midlands 

and those involved in science and public policy. We will have Professor Luke O’Neill from Trinity College 

Dublin and Professor Ciaran O'Boyle (RCSI) alongside other experts from UCD, RCSI and more attending 

these events. 

We are looking for members of the public to get involved. You do not need to have a science 

background or have any interaction with STEM in your day-to-day life to take part. We are looking for a 

broad range of people from across the midlands, we are particularly interested in engaging people who 

would not usually interact with science or STEM in their everyday lives. The participants in this project 

will be invited to attend four public forums (online). These forums will run during August, September, 

October and November (one per month) and will cover a range of topics such as: understanding science 

and evidence, food and alcohol, health, medicines, viruses and vaccines. 

Participants will also be offered the chance to attend a LIFT facilitation training day free of change. LIFT 

is a not-for-profit organisation which aims to increase the level of positive leadership in Ireland. This 

https://elinkeu.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=MTY0MTE1OTQ%3AcDEtYjIxMTM4LTRhYjU0NTAyNGYwNzRmNWJhZmU4NzQyMWM3ZmZlMmFj%3AcHVibGljcGFydGljaXBhdGlvbm5ldHdvcmtAbG9uZ2ZvcmRjb2NvLmll%3AY29udGFjdC04MTI3YjQ4ZTY3M2VlODExODEyNDcwMTA2ZmFhYjVmMS0zYjBiMDdlYzM1MGM0ODkzYjczY2MyNTYwODdiOWZmYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9maWxlLWV1LmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vZGlzYWJpbGl0eS1mZWRlcmF0aW9uaWUtYWlhZm0vZmlsZXMvdW5pdmVyc2FsYWNjZXNzbmV0d29ya3Rlcm1zb2ZyZWZlcmVuY2VkcmFmdG1heTIwMjFjb3B5LmRvY3g_bT01LzE4LzIwMjElMjA5OjEyOjAxJTIwQU0mX2NsZGVlPWNIVmliR2xqY0dGeWRHbGphWEJoZEdsdmJtNWxkSGR2Y210QWJHOXVaMlp2Y21SamIyTnZMbWxsJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtODEyN2I0OGU2NzNlZTgxMTgxMjQ3MDEwNmZhYWI1ZjEtM2IwYjA3ZWMzNTBjNDg5M2I3M2NjMjU2MDg3YjlmZmEmZXNpZD0zOTIzZjkzMS1iMWI3LWViMTEtODIzNi0wMDBkM2FiZWMzZjQ&K=Q7dAiub0RIJvoFAaMAnHrg
mailto:pjcleere@disability-federation.ie


facilitation training should be beneficial to participants, not just during the actual forum, but also in their 

everyday lives.  

Note: There is a cap to how many people we can recruit for this project, so if you are interested in taking 

part or would just like more information, please email (outreach@midlandsscience.ie).  

Phone: 057 9323 902 

Email: outreach@midlandsscience.ie 
Address: 2nd Floor, Block 6, Central Business Park, Tullamore, Co. Offaly. 

Website: www.midlandsscience.ie 

 

____________________________________________________    

Knitting Across the Nation, Cruinniú na nÓg Sat 12 June 2021 

  

In collaboration with Creative Ireland and in celebration of Cruinniú na nÓg, Ireland’s national day of 

creativity for children, Airfield Estate are delighted to present Knitting Across the Nation: Airfield to Aran.  

Airfield invite fledgling knitters to join us online for knitting across the nation: Airfield 

to Aran. 

Saturday, 12 June 2021 – workshops 10am, 12pm & 2pm   

Junior knitters (8-18yrs) are encouraged to join our online workshops to explore the heritage of Irish 
wool, wool processing, natural plant dyes and creative knitting. Registered participants will receive a 
free starter kit* and can get creative by hand knitting and decorating a pair of handwarmers using 100% 
Airfield Jacob sheep wool, or explore creative ways to source and use natural plant dyes. 
*While stocks last. T&Cs apply. 
  
Creative worksheets telling the story of Irish wool, processing, natural plant dyes and creative knitting 
are available to download in English, Irish & Polish.  
  
For more information or to register online visit www.airfield.ie/cruinniu-na-nog 
  
Airfield Estate 
Overend Way 
Dublin 14 

m             087 240 9209            events@airfield.ie      www.airfield.ie  
 

______________________________________________  

 

mailto:outreach@midlandsscience.ie
mailto:outreach@midlandsscience.ie
http://www.midlandsscience.ie/
http://www.airfield.ie/cruinniu-na-nog
mailto:events@airfield.ie
http://www.airfield.ie/
https://www.midlandsscience.ie/


Community Health & Wellbeing Podcasts 

given by the Health Promotion Officer, Mental Health (Midlands) 

 

Conversations vary and range from family-related issues to Men’s health to the impact of domestic violence on 

children.  Longford Talks are part of a collection of Mental Health & Wellbeing podcasts created for the Midlands. 

To access Longford Talks, please use any of the following links:  https://lcrl.ie/longford-talks/  Alternatively, you 

can access them on Spotify by searching ‘Longford Talks’ on the App.  

_________________________________________________________  

 

Gauge of community support in Longford for an Irish Government initiative 

on a UN Resolution calling for a global ban on fracking. 

  
Information on the petition link with another link here to the initiative.  

https://twitter.com/UNBanOnFracking/status/1386677542137077769 

 

Safety Before LNG www.SafetyBeforeLNG.ie   Tel: 087-2804474 
_________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

How Macra can be good for your Career 

To find our more about joining Macra na Feirme please contact Debbie Donnelly T: 086 
7808987 

E: ddonnelly@macra.ie 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://lcrl.ie/longford-talks/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12mir1zqXMI5TNCQzGK0HEHleSxoCWpe3t7v4jbntn2o/edit?usp=sharing
https://twitter.com/UNBanOnFracking/status/1386677542137077769
http://www.safetybeforelng.ie/


National News 

 

PPN Structural Review Survey 

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) are interested in getting your views on 

Public Participation Networks (PPNs).   

PPNs were first set up six years ago. They are now operational in all counties in Ireland and have over 

18,000 groups with over 1.5 million members registered with them. 

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) has appointed Mazars consultants to 

carry out an independent structural review of the PPNs to guide their future development and ensure 

that the structures in place allow for effective representation of their communities in local decision-

making.  

This survey is the first part of a number of consultations that will take place as part of the review and we 

are looking to hear from all those who have an interest in the PPNs about your experiences.  

DRCD is very grateful to all stakeholders who take the time to fill in this survey, whatever your interest, 

as the answers you provide will inform later consultation phases.  

You can access the survey by clicking on this link: 

https://mazarsconsultancy.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eD8bn33TuAufL9Q  

More information about the aims and timeline of the review are included in the link.  

If you have any questions about the review, please contact ppn@drcd.gov.ie.  

___________________________________________________________________  
 

Our Rural Future: Minister Humphreys launches public 
consultation on the first ever National Outdoor Recreation 
Strategy 

• New strategy to shape the development of outdoor pursuits and activity tourism for 
years to come 

• Public asked for feedback on how to enhance amenities such as trails, cycleways, 
waterways, beaches, mountains, bogs and forests 

• Delivery of new strategy a key commitment in ‘Our Rural Future’ 

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys, has today (Wednesday, 
2nd June, 2021) launched a public consultation on Ireland’s first ever National Outdoor 
Recreation Strategy. 

The delivery of the strategy is a key commitment in Our Rural Future, the Government’s 
ambitious five-year policy to revitalise Rural Ireland. 

The consultation will last for three weeks and will involve members of the public giving their 
views on how best to improve and develop our outdoor amenities such as our trails, cycleways, 
waterways, beaches, mountains, bogs and forests. 

https://mazarsconsultancy.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eD8bn33TuAufL9Q
mailto:ppn@drcd.gov.ie


The public are also being asked to consider ways to develop activity tourism and outdoor 
pursuits such as cycling, rock climbing, kayaking, surfing, wind-surfing, sailing, paragliding and 
hang-gliding. 

The consultation will run for the next three weeks with the closing set scheduled for 5pm on 23 
June, 2021. 

The strategy is being developed in partnership with Comhairle na Tuaithe (The Countryside 
Council). 

This is the first stage of a two-stage consultation process. In the first stage, interested 
stakeholders and individuals are encouraged to share their views on outdoor recreation via an 
online questionnaire. 

To input your views on outdoor recreation, please complete the online questionaire. 

Responses will inform the preparation of the National Outdoor Recreation Strategy for Ireland. 
The closing date for receipt of submissions is 5pm on 23 June, 2021. 

______________________________________________________  

 

 

Telling stories across Europe of the creativity of Irish rural and 

community development 

Search opens for pioneering projects that improve the lives of people and communities for entry to fifth 

Europe-wide Political Awards 

A jury of 1,000 European citizens will single out the year’s most innovative projects. Submissions are 

open now. The search is on for the most innovative projects in Ireland for entry to the prestigious 

Innovation in Politics European Awards which are heading into their fifth instalment. Politicians and 

public authorities from Ireland and all over Europe are being invited to submit their most outstanding 

initiatives.  

A jury of 1,000 citizens will then select the winning projects in nine categories. The winners will receive 

one of the coveted trophies at a special awards ceremony in December. Held since 2017, 24 Irish 

projects and politicians have been finalists in these European Awards that put creative politicians and 

decision-making centre stage, with the aim of motivating people to emulate them. European citizens 

can now nominate projects in nine different categories, or alternatively politicians can submit their own 

projects.  

The categories are: Community, Democracy, Digitalisation, Ecology, Economy, Education, Human Rights, 

Quality of Life and Covid-19 strategies.  

All submissions will be assessed by a Europe-wide citizens’ jury. In each category, the 10 projects with 

the highest jury ratings will be the finalists. The nine winners will be announced at a ceremony in 

December.  

Some Irish projects who reached European finals: 2020 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/42e3a-public-consultation-on-a-national-strategy-on-outdoor-recreation/


The Vision Symphony (Clare County Council)  

Our Balbriggan Rejuvenation Project (Fingal County Council)  

Age Friendly Housing Technical Specialists in Irish Local Auths (Meath County Council)  

Natural Play Space Programme (South Dublin Council)  

2019  

Longford Nua Regeneration and Community Engagement (Longford County Council)   
Athboy Walkability and Inclusive Town Development (Meath County Council)   
Moyross Training at the Bays (Limerick City Council)   
Voter Participation (Monaghan County Council) 

Key information about the Awards Click here for full details: https://innovationinpolitics.eu/awards  
Closing date for submissions: 1 st July 2021  
Further information, guidance or assistance to enter the Awards contact: Joan O’Flynn, Ireland Representative, 
Innovation in Politics Awards  

jf@innovationinpolitics.eu 
 or phone 353-87-9051514  

_____________________________________  

 

 

https://innovationinpolitics.eu/awards
mailto:jf@innovationinpolitics.eu


Be Summer Ready 2021 

  
The Government of Ireland recently launched the ‘Be Summer-Ready’ campaign to provide information 

on issues that may affect the general public this summer. During summer months, more people visit the 

countryside, engage in outdoor pursuits and visit family farms.  

This year, there is a particular focus on water safety as Ireland’s waterways and beaches become very 

popular in the summer. Sadly, this can lead to associated risks including drowning accidents. So we are 

asking everyone to ‘be alert to water safety’. Please see attached in information leaflet and booklet for 

the Be Summer Ready campaign, for distribution to community groups and members of the public.  

 More information and tips are available at www.gov.ie/summerready  

_________________________________________  

 

‘We can do this’ campaign. 
Youtube link here 

We encourage everyone to read about the COVID-19 vaccine and to get their information from a factual, 

trusted source  

You can find more information on current restrictions here 

We encourage everyone to read about the COVID-19 vaccine and to get their information 
from a factual, trusted source - check hse.ie/covid19 vaccine for information about the 
vaccine here  ' 
______________________________________________________________________  

 

http://www.gov.ie/summerready
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D6Ynt6sqdGj4&data=04%7C01%7Cbfitzgerald%40lgma.ie%7C845ab8b5c90742fd5c5f08d904049e6f%7Cef22ca07ab074cf98562d5c5bb0416f4%7C0%7C0%7C637545240201443395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=L999YVfjWzRWXTDxfxTbweBjL3osJwi8MmATub4Skuw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscanner.topsec.com%2F%3Fd%3D1824%26r%3Dshow%26t%3D00e8b2298b8b1a7472f96b3a57d4ee0110353a5b%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.gov.ie%252Fen%252Fpublication%252F2dc71-level-5%252F%2523your-guide-to-the-new-changes&data=04%7C01%7Cbfitzgerald%40lgma.ie%7C0807c590745f48ee126108d90402cce9%7Cef22ca07ab074cf98562d5c5bb0416f4%7C0%7C1%7C637545232399445382%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NTwRR%2FQvCza%2FaHgGEeN6QwQdMrXOcJdbDJxEEXHXO%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscanner.topsec.com%2F%3Fr%3Dshow%26t%3D507367a4b8d5eb2986e7c1123ad5d79c6eb887ca%26u%3Dhse.ie%252Fcovid19vaccine%26d%3D1824&data=04%7C01%7Cbfitzgerald%40lgma.ie%7C0807c590745f48ee126108d90402cce9%7Cef22ca07ab074cf98562d5c5bb0416f4%7C0%7C1%7C637545232399465365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IF0EEwmfxGshdV9XTVQ08IPVbU9bSZYwrpLCzbDkb2c%3D&reserved=0

