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Funding News

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SCHEMES
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Longford County Council invites Expressions of Interest from local communities who wish to be
considered for participation in the Community Involvement Scheme.
The scheme provides for grant assistance which must be matched by a minimum 15% from the
Community, for eligible works including general maintenance, drainage works, pavement works and
footpaths.
Eligible Schemes will be assessed for inclusion and incorporated into the existing programme of works
for completion during 2021/2022, subject to the provision of funding and relevant scheme conditions.
Application forms are available at www.longfordcoco.ie or by email to roads@longfordcoco.ie. The
closing date for receipt of applications is 4pm on Friday 25th June 2021.

_______________________________________

For groups interested in applying for funding under Measure 1 of the Outdoor
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) please contact Longford Community
Resources at 043-3345555. Applications have to be assessed by LCRL and
submitted by 30th June.

Community Enhancement Programme 2021
Longford Local Community Development Committee invites applications for small grants to
enhance community facilities or fund reopening costs under the Community Enhancement
Programme 2021.
Closing date for receipt of completed application forms and supporting documentation is by
email to lcdc@longfordcoco.ie no later than 4pm on Friday 2nd July, 2021.
For Application Form and Guidelines please see webpage Longford LCDC CEP 2021

____________________________________________________

Communities Integration Fund 2021
"Minister O’Gorman invites applications to the Communities Integration Fund 2021
•
•

€500,000 will be made available to local community-based projects nationwide to support
the integration of migrants.
Grants of up to €5,000 will be allocated to successful organisations to support integration
initiatives.

Press Release 15 June 2021
The Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Roderic O'Gorman T.D.,
today announced €500,000 in funding under the Communities Integration Fund 2021.
Now in its fifth year, the Communities Integration Fund celebrates the rich cultural diversity
within local communities and enables local community-based organisations across Ireland to
play a greater role in supporting the integration of migrants. Eligible organisations can apply for
grant funding of €1,000 – €5,000 to support local integration initiatives.
How to apply:
Applicants can access a detailed guidance document and complete an online application
form here.
The closing date for receipt of applications is 6 pm on Friday 02 July 2021.

The Migrant Integration Strategy sets out the Government’s commitment to the promotion of
migrant integration as a key part of Ireland’s renewal and as an underpinning principle of Irish
society. The Strategy provides a framework for a range of actions to support migrants to
participate fully in Irish life.
The Communities Integration Fund arises from Action 51 of the Migrant Integration Strategy,
which calls for funding to be made available to local communities throughout Ireland to promote
the integration of migrants and refugees. Since its inception in 2017, the Communities
Integration Fund has supported over 480 projects with grant funding totalling €2.26m.
Purpose of projects/activities
This call is open to local community based groups and centres around 10 key themes to support
migrant integration:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Intercultural Awareness;
Combating Racism and Xenophobia;
Sport & Community Games;
Arts;
Food/Cuisine;
Community Events;
Capacity Building;
Employment;
Education;
Integration Research.

As this Fund is intended to support the integration of migrant and host communities, all
applications must demonstrate the ability to involve both migrant and host communities in the
activities proposed. The maximum grant amount that can be applied for is €5,000 and the
minimum grant is €1,000.
Types of projects previously funded under the Communities Integration Fund include:

Family resource/Support Centres
Sports Clubs
Local Community Network Groups
Midsummer Festivals
Youth Projects
Migrant Groups "
Issued by the Press and Communications Office at the Department of Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth.
Tel: 01 647 - 3153/3114
Email: media@equality.gov.ie

_______________________________________

Our Rural Future: Ministers Humphreys, McConalogue and Hackett
announce final call for applications to the LEADER Food Initiative
€5 million fund aimed at artisan, micro and small food businesses
Funding will help artisan, micro and small food businesses to respond to challenges
posed by Brexit and COVID-19
LEADER programme a key plank of ‘Our Rural Future’
Small food businesses are today (Tuesday, May 25th) being encouraged to apply for funding under the
LEADER Food Initiative – a €5 million investment aimed at assisting businesses to deal with the challenges
posed by Brexit and COVID-19.
The final call for applications was made by Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather
Humphreys, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Charlie McConalogue and Minister of State for
Land Use and Biodiversity, Pippa Hackett.
The funding will help artisan, micro and small food businesses to respond to challenges posed by Brexit
and COVID-19, while also supporting diversification in agriculture.
In December 2020, Ministers Humphreys, McConalogue and Hackett announced the extension of the
LEADER Food Initiative into 2021.
As part of that announcement, the maximum rate of aid available to projects involving economic activity
was increased from 50% to 75% for project applications received on or after 1st April 2021.
Announcing the final call for applications, all three Ministers urged small food businesses to submit their
applications.
Contact details for all Local Action Groups and their Implementing Partners (Local Development
Companies) can be located here:

___________________________________________

LEADER ‘Our Rural Future’ funding – over €2.4 million allocated to Longford
• Local Groups can apply for funding immediately
• A total of €70 million to support rural communities and enterprises
• Funding allocations for 29 Local Action Groups announced
• Ground-Up approach of LEADER a key plank of Our Rural Future

The Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys T.D., has today (9th April
2021) announced the details of the allocation of the €70 million Transitional LEADER programme for
the period 2021-2022.

• €65 million is being allocated to support locally-led rural development projects across the 29 Local Action

Groups (LAGs)
• €3 million is being allocated to support the LEADER Cooperation measure which encourages rural areas

to work together on collaborative projects
• €2 million will be allocated to prepare for the next LEADER Programme

Minister Humphreys has also today published the funding allocations being provided to each of the 29
Local Action Groups (LAGs).

More information on how and where to apply is here

Grow Remote
We're launching a €10,000 community fund.

It's aimed at supporting local leaders to build innovative solutions in making remote work
(location agnostic employment) local.
Open to chapter leads only, but you can find your local chapter here if you have an idea:
https://t.co/4arlPg19Qm?amp=1
What would you do with 10,000?
_____________________________________________________________________

The Wheel is delighted to announce that applications for funding are now open under the
Training Links programme. Training Networks are invited to apply for grants ranging from
€10,000.00 to €50,000.00.
Applications remain open until 5pm on Friday, 13 August 2021.
Programme Overview

Training Links funds community and voluntary organisations to form Training Networks —
groups of a minimum of ten organisations who come together to undertake training that they
may not have the opportunity to do individually. Since 2005, Training Links has supported the
establishment of 90 Training Networks involving in excess of 40,000 employees and
more than 850 community and voluntary organisations.
Benefits of Training Links
• Collaborate with partners who have the same training and upskilling needs as your
organisation by forming a Training Network
•

Identify and meet your organisations training needs, with the support of your Training
Network members

•

Invest in learning and development opportunities for your staff and volunteers in order to
build organisational capacity, and deliver your mission

•

Cooperate and exchange best practice across your region, sub-sector or community
of interest

•

Build sustainable partnerships that will continue to develop into the future.

Funding & Application Process
The overall fund available for this programme is €315,00.00. Training Networks can apply for a
minimum of €10,000.00, and a maximum of €50,000.00. Applications are open from 21 June
2021 – 13 August 2021 at 5pm.

Contact & Information
Find out all you need to know on The Wheel's website, or get in touch by emailing me
on traininglinks2021@wheel.ie.

___________________________________________

Local News and Services
FREE OFF-STREET PARKING To help with local businesses
reopening, free off-street parking will be available in
Longford Town from Monday 31st May until Saturday 3rd July.

Longford Connected Communities
(Broadband Connection Points)
Longford Connected Communities

Connected Communities is the national communications name for the Broadband Connection Points
(or BCPs) initiative.
Broadband Connection Points (or BCPs) are public locations which have been selected to receive
150Mb high-speed broadband connectivity in the first year of the National Broadband Plan. A BCP,
is a location where public WIFI will be provided. People living in the general area shall then be able
to make use of the broadband as they require. 8 locations were selected and approved in County
Longford. The 8 Longford locations are made up of public buildings, community centres and sports
clubs. All BCP's offer external access to high-speed broadband and some offer internal access. 9
primary schools will be connected but will not be providing public WIFI access. Mullinalaghta
Community Centre and Ballymore Shamrocks GAA Grounds were one of the first live BCPs in the
state. Click here to view press release Connected Communities.
The following sites are now live Mullinalaghta Community Centre, The Latin School Community
Centre Moyne, Abbeyshrule Airfield and Moydow Community Centre are offering both internal and
external access to HSB. If you wish to book a desk please complete the booking form available
at: https://bit.ly/3kv2STl Ballymore GAA, Colmcille GAA, Carrickedmond GAA, and Corlea Trackway
Visitor Centre are offering external access at present.

For more information on where to find your nearest BCP point visit Longford County Council’s
website webpage on BCPs here

_____________________________________________________

Longford County Council are now recruiting for the following position:

• Civil Defence Officer
Closing date for receipt of completed applications will be 4.00pm Friday 2nd July 2021.
Full competition details including Application forms and Candidate Information Booklets can be
accessed via www.longfordcoco.ie

__________________________________________________________

New Irish Language Learning Resources in the Library
A new selection of Irish books specifically written for adult learners of Irish have recently
been purchased by the library. These books are suitable for those who have reached the
stage where they are happy to work on their own with the language without the aid of a
teacher. The selection includes short stories, novels and some non-fiction books covering
topics such as homelessness, alcoholism, grief, family relationships and murder mysteries.
The chapters are short and difficult words are explained at the bottom of each page. The
clear accessible style enables the adult learner to easily follow the story while also
assimilating new words and phrases. I am attaching images of some of the covers of these
books as well as a review of one of the books.
Other resources in the library for adult learners of Irish include grammar books such as
“Gramadach Gan Stró” which provides answers to all the grammatical exercises in the
book. There are also multimedia course books such as “Turas Teanga” and “Gaeilge Gan
Stró” for beginners and lower intermediate levels. In addition, adult learners may access
the free Irish language course which is available on the library web page. Clicking on
“Online Library and Electronic Resources” followed by “Language Courses” gives the adult
learner access to interactive and engaging courses in over 120 different languages
including Irish. These courses are suitable for beginners and lower intermediate levels.
Email: library@longfordcoco.ie
A short video on the National Childcare Scheme below. This video may be helpful to parents accessing
childcare supports for the first time.
National Childcare Scheme YouTube video here
_____________________________________________________

Eligibility for ECCE
The Early Childhood Care and Education Programme (ECCE) programme is a universal twoyear pre-school programme available to all children within the eligible age range.
The programme is provided for three hours per day, five days per week over 38 weeks per year
and the programme year runs from September to June each year.
There is one point of entry at the beginning of the programme year. The programme will be
available to all children who have turned 2 years and 8 months of age before September 1 st as
long they won’t turn 5 years and 6 months of age on or before June 30th of the programme year.
The programme is available to all children from the September after the child has turned 2 years
and 8 months. Link to the calculator https://longfordchildcare.ie/.../ecce.../ecce-calculator/
__________________________________________________________
Longford’s ‘Green Keep It Clean Campaign’ If any individuals or households would like to take part in
the “Longford’s Green Keep It Clean” initiative, they’re invited to contact their local Tidy Towns group.
Any questions or queries can be referred to Gary Brady Environmental Awareness Officer on 043 33
43451 or via email to gbrady@longfordcoco.ie. Press Release here
____________________________________________
Please see link here for Longford June Events Guide: RFD3172428.indd (longford.ie)
Below is a link to a new video launched yesterday to promote the Royal Canal Greenway in Longford.
https://www.longford.ie/en/visit/trails/royal-canal-greenway/

_____________________________________________________

HSE Resource Office for Suicide Prevention Longford/Westmeath & Louth/Meath
Some of the services provided below:
•
•
•
•

Awareness and Training Programmes
Suicide Bereavement Liaison Service
Local and National Supports and Services
Information/Signposting Posters, Leaflets and other resources:

Contact: The Health Centre, St. Joseph’s Campus, Dublin Rd., Longford Tel: 086 380 1152 Email:
eddie.ward@hse.ie
________________________________________________________

Longford Community Call Helpline: 043 3344255 or Freephone 1800 300 122

Keep Well Campaign: Further details on all activities and initiatives at county level will be made available
on the Council’s website www.longfordcoco.ie

WORKSHOPS/WEBINARS/TRAINING

Please see below the links to accompany the attached presentation on #Our Rural Future to PPN’s for
circulation to all stakeholders in your PPN. Presentation by the Dept. of Rural and Community
Development on 23rd June 2021 here
You will also find more information at the following links
Our Rural Future, (overall policy for 2021-2025): https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/4c236-our-ruralfuture-vision-and-policy-context/
2021 Work Programme, containing actions and deadlines: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/bcbca-ourrural-future-annual-work-programmes-and-progress-reports/

_______________________________________

June's Monthly Meet Up will be on Monday 28th at 7pm. We will be looking at how to lobby for
climate action, with guest speakers from One Future Ireland. One Future is a network of campaign
groups across Ireland who advocate for faster and fairer climate action within their constituencies
and communities by building local campaigns and lobbying local TDs.
One Future is supported by Stop Climate Chaos and Friends of the Earth. Our guest speaker, Aine
O'Gorman from Stop Climate Chaos, will introduce the work of One Future groups and what
actions can be taken through these groups to make lobbying easier for your community.
One Future groups are also invited to join us and hear about the work of the local environmental
networks. This event will be a good opportunity to meet others who are interested in lobbying for
climate action and make new connections in your area.

What: Monthly Meet Up: Lobbying for Climate Action When: Monday June 28th, 7pm - 8.30pm
Register here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvciuqzIqH9HkkahYeitotC7RiM3PxHCI

_______________________________________________

You are invited to attend Science Communities - Science Communities is an exciting new
project funded by Science Foundation Ireland.
The project is designed to create dialogue between people in the Midlands and those involved in science
and public policy. It is your chance to have your say on issues in science and how it affects your life. This
project is a unique opportunity for people to enhance their skills engage with science and how it impacts
their communities. It will consist of four short interactive forums and a LIFT training day. These forums
will feature leading Professor of Biochemistry and Immunology, Luke O’ Neill, representatives of the
RSCI and policy agencies
As an additional benefit, all ‘Science Communities’ participants will be offered free training in LIFT
facilitation skills. LIFT is a not for profit organisation that aims to increase the level of positive leadership
in Ireland.
Given the current restrictions that are still in place nationwide, these forums and the LIFT training day
will all take place online. The LIFT training day will be a full day-long event during week commencing July
19th, with the forums running one per month from August to November (August 19 th, September 22nd,
October 20th & November 24th).
Participation at the event is limited and as a key organisation in the midlands, we are inviting your
organisation to nominate 2 representatives to attend the forums and take part in the discussions and
training. Your invitation is attached.
Aoife Scanlon
Public Engagement Executive

Phone: 057 9323 902
Email: outreach@midlandsscience.ie Address: 2nd Floor, Block 6, Central Business Park, Tullamore, Co.
Offaly.
Website: www.midlandsscience.ie

____________________________________________
Community Health & Wellbeing Podcasts
given by the Health Promotion Officer, Mental Health (Midlands)

Conversations vary and range from family-related issues to Men’s health to the impact of
domestic violence on children. Longford Talks are part of a collection of Mental Health & Wellbeing podcasts
created for the Midlands.
To access Longford Talks, please use any of the following links: https://lcrl.ie/longford-talks/ Alternatively, you
can access them on Spotify by searching ‘Longford Talks’ on the App.
_________________________________________________________

Gauge of community support in Longford for an Irish Government initiative
on a UN Resolution calling for a global ban on fracking.
Information on the petition link with another link here to the initiative.
https://twitter.com/UNBanOnFracking/status/1386677542137077769
Safety Before LNG www.SafetyBeforeLNG.ie Tel: 087-2804474
___________________________________________________

PPN Structural Review Survey – closing date extended to 9am 28th June

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) are interested in getting your views on Public
Participation Networks (PPNs).
PPNs were first set up six years ago. They are now operational in all counties in Ireland and have over 18,000
groups with over 1.5 million members registered with them.

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) has appointed Mazars consultants to carry out an
independent structural review of the PPNs to guide their future development and ensure that the structures in
place allow for effective representation of their communities in local decision-making.
This survey is the first part of a number of consultations that will take place as part of the review and we are
looking to hear from all those who have an interest in the PPNs about your experiences.
DRCD is very grateful to all stakeholders who take the time to fill in this survey, whatever your interest, as the
answers you provide will inform later consultation phases. Closes 9am Monday 28th June 2021.
You can access the survey by clicking on this link:
https://mazarsconsultancy.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eD8bn33TuAufL9Q
More information about the aims and timeline of the review are included in the link.
If you have any questions about the review, please contact ppn@drcd.gov.ie.

______________________________________________________

Telling stories across Europe of the creativity of Irish rural and
community development
Search opens for pioneering projects that improve the lives of people and communities for entry to fifth
Europe-wide Political Awards
A jury of 1,000 European citizens will single out the year’s most innovative projects. Submissions are
open now. The search is on for the most innovative projects in Ireland for entry to the prestigious
Innovation in Politics European Awards which are heading into their fifth instalment. Politicians and
public authorities from Ireland and all over Europe are being invited to submit their most outstanding
initiatives.
A jury of 1,000 citizens will then select the winning projects in nine categories. The winners will receive
one of the coveted trophies at a special awards ceremony in December. Held since 2017, 24 Irish
projects and politicians have been finalists in these European Awards that put creative politicians and
decision-making centre stage, with the aim of motivating people to emulate them. European citizens
can now nominate projects in nine different categories, or alternatively politicians can submit their own
projects.
The categories are: Community, Democracy, Digitalisation, Ecology, Economy, Education, Human Rights,
Quality of Life and Covid-19 strategies.
All submissions will be assessed by a Europe-wide citizens’ jury. In each category, the 10 projects with
the highest jury ratings will be the finalists. The nine winners will be announced at a ceremony in
December.
Some Irish projects who reached European finals: 2020

The Vision Symphony (Clare County Council)
Our Balbriggan Rejuvenation Project (Fingal County Council)
Age Friendly Housing Technical Specialists in Irish Local Auths (Meath County Council)
Natural Play Space Programme (South Dublin Council)
2019
Longford Nua Regeneration and Community Engagement (Longford County Council)
Athboy Walkability and Inclusive Town Development (Meath County Council)
Moyross Training at the Bays (Limerick City Council)
Voter Participation (Monaghan County Council)
Key information about the Awards Click here for full details: https://innovationinpolitics.eu/awards
Closing date for submissions: 1 st July 2021
Further information, guidance or assistance to enter the Awards contact: Joan O’Flynn, Ireland Representative,
Innovation in Politics Awards jf@innovationinpolitics.eu or phone 353-87-9051514

_____________________________________
Be Summer Ready 2021

The Government of Ireland recently launched the ‘Be Summer-Ready’ campaign to provide information
on issues that may affect the general public this summer. During summer months, more people visit the
countryside, engage in outdoor pursuits and visit family farms.
This year, there is a particular focus on water safety as Ireland’s waterways and beaches become very
popular in the summer. Sadly, this can lead to associated risks including drowning accidents. So we are
asking everyone to ‘be alert to water safety’. Please see attached in information leaflet and booklet for
the Be Summer Ready campaign, for distribution to community groups and members of the public.
More information and tips are available at www.gov.ie/summerready
______________________________________________________________________

