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PPN Newsletter January 2021 (Part 4)
Join Longford PPN & Wellbeing Coach Anna D Atkinson for this online
session on Fairtrade Matters tonight @ 7pm
Join here https://bit.ly/39VsfK2

•
•
•
•
•
•

What is Fairtrade?
Who it helps and how
How it addresses key issues related to the Global Goals
What products are fair-trade
Where to source those products
How to become involved

Connect
Go directly to the Online session link at: https://bit.ly/39VsfK2

_______________________________________

___________________________________________
FUNDING REMINDERS
Community Grant Support Scheme 2021 Closing Date: Friday 26th February
2021
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/your-council/news/community-grant-support-scheme2021.html

Community Water Development Fund now open for 2021 Funding for
communities to deliver water, biodiversity, and climate action initiatives
Closing Date : Tuesday 9th February 2021 at 12 noon

http://watersandcommunities.ie/community-water-developmentfund/#:~:text=Demand%20for%20this%20fund%20has,due%20to%20Covid%2D19%20restri
ctions

Sports Capital Grant 2021 – closing date extended to 1st March 2021
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0bc7e-ministers-launch-40m-sports-grant-scheme-for2021/

Community Water Development Fund 2021

Funding for communities to deliver water, biodiversity, and climate
action initiatives.
The Community Water Development Fund aims to support the delivery of local projects and
initiatives to address the major issues of water quality, biodiversity loss and climate change.
The fund is administered by the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) on behalf of
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage and is available to all
community and voluntary groups.
Types of projects considered for funding will include:
-

-

-

Capital projects such as: wildlife conservation and restoration of habitat; natural
flood mitigation measures; fish passage projects; invasive species control, tree
planting, rain garden and Nature Based Solutions, etc.
Awareness raising and information initiatives, such as videos and publications.
Projects that promote public awareness/education and events such as biodiversity
days, surveys, training workshops, surveys and plans, water conservation initiatives,
Citizen Science, etc.
Community benefit and amenity such as: beach clean-ups, improving amenity areas,
bird watching facilities, etc.

Grants awarded will range from €500 to €5,000; up to €10,000 and up to €25,000.
Contact Karen Kennedy, Community Water Officer at kkennedy@lawaters.ie or 085
8085495
_________________________________________

Community Loan Information for Sports Capital Grant Applicants – a message from Clann
Credo

Clann Credo can help local clubs and community groups to maximise Sports Capital
funding by providing bridging and match funding loans as part of their applications.

If your club or community group is interested in working with Clann Credo to get your
application ready, you need to contact us as soon as possible! The regional Clann Credo
representatives can be found here. Alternatively, you can email info@clanncredo.ie or phone 01
400 2100 for further information.
____________________________________________________

IMPORTANT NOTICE
To groups and communities with links to the Brazilian population or to people
who may have travelled from Brazil recently:
•

All passengers who have arrived from Brazil in January are requested to
come forward for a COVID-19 PCR test. This test can be obtained by going
to a GP and seeking a referral. GPs have been alerted and will facilitate this
without any charge.

•

These travellers are also strongly advised to self-isolate for 14 days from the
date of arrival.

•

The HSE’s contracted isolation facility at the Citywest Hotel complex is
available to those who are unable to self-isolate in their own homes for any
reason and is an option for people from Brazil in this situation.

Department of Health

A message from Bord na Móna

Peatlands Climate Action Scheme - Derrycolumb Bog
Dear Sir/ Madame,
In line with Bord na Móna’s accelerated decarbonization strategy, and the availability of government
funding, the company has committed to ambitious enhanced peatland decommissioning and
rehabilitation improvements, initially targeting over 30,000 hectares in over 80 Bord na Móna bogs.

The enhanced rehabilitation scheme will deliver benefits across climate action by optimising carbon
storage of residual peat, reducing Green House Gas emissions and accelerating the development of
carbon sequestration with Sphagnum-rich vegetation, where possible. This will also enrich the State’s
natural capital, increase eco-system services, strengthen biodiversity, improve water quality and
storage attenuation as well as enabling the amenity potential of the peatlands. The measures
proposed will set sites on an accelerated trajectory towards the development of a variety of habitats
including developing natural peatland, wetland and woodland.
The rehabilitation measures will focus on optimising suitable hydrological conditions (water-levels)
across the peatlands to maximise climate action benefits. The key target will be to bring water levels
close to the peat surface to re-wet peat and accelerate the development of naturally functioning
peatland habitats and the trajectory of sites to become reduced carbon sources and carbon sinks
again.
It is Bord na Mona’s intention to carry out bog rehabilitation improvements at the following bog:
Derrycolumb Bog
Bord na Mona’s Derrycolumb Bog in County Longford is located circa 8 km north-west of Ballymahon
(Google location: https://goo.gl/maps/C1Pq2VKjD7FwU2RR7). Derrycolumb Bog is part of the Bord
na Móna Mountdillon Bog Group and the work is part of the rehabilitation improvements being
undertaken in this Bog Group.
Part of the improvements for bog rehabilitation work at Derrycolumb Bog is to finalise the
rehabilitation plan, as required under the EPA licence, for this site. Bord na Móna operates under an
Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) Licence issued and administered by the EPA to extract peat within
the Mountdillon Bog Group (IPC Ref. P0504-01). As part of Condition 10.2, a rehabilitation plan must
be prepared for permanent rehabilitation of the boglands within the licensed area. Part of the process
of developing a rehabilitation plan, as required by Condition 10.2, includes consultation with
stakeholders and affected parties. This is part of that process.
In general, the key objective for the rehabilitation of Derrycolumb Bog will be to optimise the area of
suitable hydrological conditions for climate action benefits (re-wetting peat and keeping water levels
close to the peat surface) across this heterogeneous cutaway landscape to accelerate the trajectory
of establishment of embryonic Sphagnum-rich peat-forming habitats on suitable residual deep peat
areas and optimise water levels in the shallow cutaway areas for the development of Reed swamp
and fen habitats.
Please advise if you have any queries, require further information or wish to comment on the
rehabilitation improvements in this bog.
We propose to hold clinics to discuss any queries on the rehabilitation improvements at these bogs
and if you wish to attend please contact us by email and an appointment can be arranged (subject to
the company’s Covid Response Plan).
The consultation phase will be 3 weeks so please revert with any comments or submissions by 24th
January 2021.
Regards, Doreen King
Project Manager
Bord na Móna Energy Division,
Leabeg, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.
Website: www.bordnamona.ie
Email: doreen.king@bnm.ie
Mobile: 087 7495099

Community Television Training Course
Are you interested in learning video production skills and making tv about things you love?
Longford County Library and Creative Longford are organising a course that will train
citizens in basic video journalism and community television. The training course will give you
a practical introduction to community media and TV production? You will Learn how to use
a camera, capture audio, present-to-camera, interview guests, produce and edit. No
previous experience necessary to do the course. This course is FREE and funded through
the Creative Ireland program and is a response to the need for creating local media to
support the well-being of citizens living through the pandemic.
Course Details:
• Duration: 5 weeks. One evening per week (Thursday) from 7-9pm.
• Location: Located in Longford Slashers Club Hall, however given the current covid level,
the first 2 sessions will be delivered through zoom.
• When: We aim to begin course in February but this is conditional on Covid Level and may
have to be postponed until later.
• Equipment needed: Access to a computer / internet and zoom conferencing software. A
smart phone with video capability. A camera tripod (optional).
• Reserving a place: Places are limited. Please click on the expression-of-interest form link
below and you will receive more information. If there is demand we will create a waiting
list. https://form.jotform.com/210095007835350
__________________________________________

Longford County Council launches WiFi4EU - free Wi-Fi
Longford County Council welcomes the rollout of free public Wi-fi in Longford
Ballymahon and Drumlish. The Wifi4EU scheme is an initiative of the European
Commission (EU) which provides funding to local authorities to provide free Wi-Fi access
in public places.
Longford County Council were successful in securing €15,000 in call 1 of the WiFi4EU
initiative. This €15,000 in European funding will be co-funded by the Department of
Rural and Community Development, bringing the total funding for this project in County
Longford to €30,000.
Access to free public Wi-Fi is seen as an enabler for economic growth and promotes
County Longford as a progressive county.

_____________________________________________________________

PPN News

Podcast - Visions for Community Wellbeing – Public
Participation Networks
In 2018, the Public Participation Networks (PPNs) embarked on a large consultative
project to develop Visions for Community Wellbeing across all Local Authority areas.
This process saw community groups come together to develop a vision for their
community for this and future generations.
In this episode of Social Justice Matters, Colette Bennett speaks to Siobhán
Cronogue of Longford PPN, Helen Howes of County Wicklow PPN and Dr. Harriet
Emerson, independent consultant, about the process of developing these Visions;
their policy impact, and the potential for this process to inform the national Wellbeing
Indicators.
Listen to the Podcast on link below:
https://SocialJusticeIreland.podbean.com/e/55-sji-interviews-ep28-visions-for-communitywellbeing-public-participation-networks/

Funding Announcement

Town and Village Funding Announcement 8 January 2021
On 8th January 2021 Minister Heather Humphreys TD announced funding under the
Town and Village Renewal Scheme. Longford County Council Regeneration department
are happy to announce that a total of €403,388 has been awarded to the county under
this latest announcement.
Ardagh €34,117 - Development of a remote working facility in the Community Centre
Edgeworthstown €100,000 – Provision of an outdoor covered performance and
meeting area
Ballinalee €97,000 – Provision of an Autism friendly community park and
walkway/cycleway

Barry Village €100,000 – Under grounding of ESB cables and development of village
Lanesborough €71,000 – Provision of footpaths and tourism signage
_____________________________________________________________

National Excellence in Local Government Award
Longford County Council Takes National Excellence in Local Government
Award for the Use of Remote Working Technology

The Excellence in Local Government Awards are hosted by Chambers Ireland in
partnership with the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage to
showcase the best practice and innovation in local government across Ireland. The
annual Awards began in 2004 to recognise the Local Authority of the Year and many
other achievements delivered by Local Authorities.
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/your-council/news/press-releases/national-excellence-inlocal-government-award.html

Longford Womens Link are advising the below link as a support for parents
of pre-school children that are not attending a service at the moment due to
the restrictions. Additional links and resources have been added to
https://first5.gov.ie/parents including links to daily activities on facebook.
Longford Women’s Link contact no: (043) 3341511
__________________________________________
Longford Community Call Helpline
Call 043 3344255 or Freephone 1800 300 122
Email covidsupport@longfordcoco.ie

_______________________________________________
Longford County Council ‘Stronger Together - Local Action’ campaign

The Council would like to remind people of the importance of adhering to public health
advice, as we work together to address increasing COVID-19 numbers in County
Longford.
A video is available on the following Longford County Council’s Social Media platforms
and are also in various languages:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LongfordCountyCouncil/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/longfordcoco/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/longfordcoco
Youtube: https://bit.ly/2T4yoM6
Please bring this to the attention of all your members and "Like" and "Share" to get the
‘Stronger Together - Local Action’ campaign message out to everyone in the community.
________________________________________

Keep Well Campaign

The Government Plan for Living with COVID-19: Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021 highlights
the important role that individual and community resilience will play in contributing to our
ongoing response to COVID-19.
Cathaoirleach Paul Ross welcomed the recent launch of the new ‘Keep Well’ campaign, by An
Taoiseach, Micheál Martin TD and ministerial colleagues.

This ‘Keep Well’ campaign builds on the ‘in this Together campaign that happened earlier this
year and aims to support people and communities in being resilient through minding their
physical and mental health and wellbeing over the coming months.
‘A range of wellbeing activities and interesting initiatives will be delivered by the Council with
local partners over the winter months to help people keep well and active and I would urge you
all to engage in and participate in these activities and enjoy your local amenities’ said
Cathaoirleach Ross.
The campaign is focussed on five themes: Keeping Active, Staying Connected, Switching Off and
being creative, Eating Well and Minding your Mood.
The Council, through the established Community Forum will co-ordinate the local response to
local needs, work with Sports Ireland and deliver wellbeing programmes locally.
The Community Library network have commenced the ‘Rewarding Reads’ and ‘Ireland Reads’
initiatives and will going forward deliver other creative initiatives across the five themes of the
‘Keep Well’ programme.
The Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council Cllr. Paul Ross, and the Chief Executive, Mr.
Paddy Mahon encourage all in our County to engage in this innovative campaign.
Further details on all activities and initiatives at county level will be made available on the
Council’s website www.longfordcoco.ie

MapAlerter – New Digital Communication Tool - FREE Service for
CitizensMapAlerter will streamline all alerts relating to LCC service disruptions
e.g. road closures, floods, severe weather, water outages, planning and updates on
National Broadband Ireland fibre rollout. Citizens can subscribe online to MapAlerter
https://www.mapalerter.ie/signup or contact LCC at 043 3343508 and we will post out
a form for you to complete.
__________________________________________________________

CLÁR Funding 2020
The Department of Rural and Community Development has approved funding of
€265,667.70 towards eight projects in Co. Longford.
See Longford County Council Co. Longford CLÁR 2020 for details of approved projects.
Longford County Council will fund up to 5% of the estimated cost of these projects.

Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2020 Approved Projects
Further information on Round 2 may be found at
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/your-council/news/town-and-village-renewal-scheme-round2-accelerated-measure-2020.html
Further information on Round 3 may be found at
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/services/regeneration/

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs)

Further information on BCPs in Longford may be found at :
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/longfordcoco/services/informationtechnology/broadband/broadband-connection-points/

________________________________

https://www.localenterprise.ie/Longford/Enterprise-Development/Look-for-Local/

