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FUNDING REMINDERS
The Community Foundation for Ireland
Dear Friends,
With Toy Show Grant Applications, Biodiversity Grants to protect our native plants and wildlife and a fantastic site visit to Divis
in Belfast there is a lot to update you in terms of our activity at The Community Foundation for Ireland.
This message is to quickly bring you up to date. However our teams also have other exciting plans in the pipeline so be sure to
check in on www.communityfoundation.ie on a regular basis to stay up to date.

DEADLINE ALERT: RTE Toy Show Fund
Across Ireland thousands of groups working with and supporting children are finalising applications for the Community Strand of
the RTÉ Toy Show Appeal Fund. Here is Rosie from our Grants Team with an important reminder. The Application Page is
accessible Here.

Toy Show Application Page

Toy Show Grants in Action

The impact that the generosity of RTÉ Toy Show Viewers is having on communities was clear when we recently visited Divis in
Belfast. Here that funding is transforming young lives. Our visit was hosted by our great friends at the Community Foundation
for Northern Ireland.

Read about our Belfast Visit

Biodiversity Grants Announced

Projects to protect our native plants and animals in 116 communities have received a huge boost with the announcement of
grants under our Environment and Nature Fund. This support is made possible thanks to the generosity of our donors as well as
a partnership with Government.

Biodiversity Grants Announcement

International Women's Day
Our team are busy preparing for International Women's Day on 8th March. It is a moment to focus on the success of our
Women's Fund. Check out the fund and keep an eye on our socials for updates.

Women's Fund

Careers
We are recruiting passionate changemakers across all parts of The Community Foundation. Our careers page is constantly
updated and is well worth checking into on a regular basis. The Deadline for a current vacancy for a Financial Analyst is Friday.

Access Careers Page

Our Newsroom
The coming months will see new initiatives, events, grant-rounds, convenings and a lot more. I hope you will join us for many
of them. In order to keep up to date can I guide you to the Newsroom on our website. Here you will get the latest updates first.

Access The Newsroom
If you would like more information about philanthropy, grants or funds please visit www.communityfoundation.ie or get in
touch at info@foundation.ie.
The Community Foundation For Ireland
3rd Floor Phibsborough Tower,
Phibsborough Road,
Dublin 7,
D07 XH2D
Tel: (0)1 8747354
Email: info@foundation.ie

___________________________________________________________________

€100,000 to benefit disabled people living independently in Longford
Funding announced for local digital and assistive technology project
Funding announcement! €100,000 for digital assistive technology will benefit people with a
disability living independently in #Longford this year!
Find out more here
#YourCouncil County Longford PPN County Longford Library Services HSE Ireland
________________________________________________________________________________________

Press Release: €1.4m still available through Electric Ireland
COVID-19 hardship fund
A €2 million COVID hardship fund is available to help people pay energy bills through
a partnership between St Vincent de Paul and MABS - The Money Advice and
Budgeting Service.
The fund was set up by Electric Ireland earlier this year to help their customers who
were struggling to meet payments for their energy bills. More information here

____________________________________________
GLAS Traditional Farm Building Grant Scheme 2022
The 2022 GLAS traditional farm building grant scheme is OPEN for applications.
Interested GLAS participants must apply online for this grant scheme at www.heritagecouncil.ie We will not
provide or accept paper forms.
The closing date for receipt of completed online applications is 5pm Tuesday 22nd February 2022.

Heritage Council Community Heritage Grants Scheme
The Heritage Council also have their Community Heritage Grants Scheme open. For more information,
please visit https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding/community-heritage-grant-scheme-2022

The Age & Opportunity Active National Grant Scheme 2022 is now open for
applications.
The Age & Opportunity Active National Grant Scheme offers financial supports – provided by Sport
Ireland – to local clubs, groups and organisations, nationwide who promote increased participation
in recreational sport or physical activity for older people.
We recognise the impact that Covid-19 has had on older peoples’ participation in sport and physical
activity over the last 2 years. Therefore, within this 2022 Grant there are specific allocations aimed
at encouraging older people back to sport and their clubs. We also recognise the impact Covid-19
has had on those living in nursing homes and attending day care settings so we are opening up the
grant this year to all public and private nursing homes and day care settings.
The deadline for applications is 12 noon on Friday the 25th February 2022.
Full details are available here.
_________________________________________________________________

WEBINARS/WORKSHOPS/TRAINING
PUBLIC MEETINGS ON COMMUNITY SAFETY – SEE DATES BELOW: ALL WELCOME

The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO)
invites you to an online public consultation meeting
on the Draft River Basin Management Plan for
Ireland 2022-2027.
The meeting for Granard and Longford Municipal Districts is on 21 February 7.30 – 8.30pm. The Ballymahon
Municipal District meeting is on 24 February 7.30 – 8.30pm.

More than half of Longford’s rivers and lakes are failing to meet water quality standards. In the last ten years, the
water quality in nearly a quarter, of the rivers and lakes in Longford has disimproved. The principal causes are
agriculture, physical changes in the rivers (hydromorphology), urban wastewater and surface water run-off. In
some rivers, invasive species such as dace fish are a problem. Poor water quality harms public health, wildlife, and
water amenities. Flooding and drought because of climate change are also major factors that need to be
considered.
These meetings will provide you with information on water quality in Longford’s rivers and lakes, with time for
discussion on local issues. Your views on what needs to be done are important.
You can register today for the meetings by clicking Here
Kind regards,

Karen

Karen Kennedy | Community Water Officer
Covering Sligo, Leitrim and Longford

Local Authority Waters Programme
Clár Uiscí na nÚdarás Áitiúil
Office base: The Old Barrel Store, Bridge Street, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim N41 FP95

________________________________________________________
OPEN GOVERNMENT ROUND TABLE EVENT – ALL WELCOME
The Open Gov Round Table are having the event Wednesday 23rd February from 7.008.00pm on Zoom. All are welcome to attend.
Meet your Open Government civil society representatives
About this event
Meet your civil society representatives for a discussion about progress on Ireland's
National Action Plan and activities of the Round Table so far. The Round Table is a
space where civil society members and public sector representatives co -create Ireland's
next and third action plan, based on submissions received during the consultation period.
All members were elected to the Round Table through an open public call process.
This meeting is a chance to ask your representatives about the process and progress so
far, and to discuss your questions and ways you can keep involved.
Join us on Wednesday 23rd February from 7.00-8.00pm on Zoom. The link will be sent to
all registered attendees before the meeting.
Hosted by the Open Government Association of Ireland, ogaireland.org.
______________________________________________________________________

DRCD Customer Satisfaction Survey 2022 - TAKE PART !
The Department of Rural and Community Development intends to review its Customer Action
Plan and Customer Charter in line with the public service’s Customer Charter Initiative as part of
its commitment to providing a quality customer service. The Department is keenly aware of the
importance of communicating its message, both externally to its clients, customers, agencies
and stakeholders and internally among its staff. 2022 Department of Rural and Community
Development Customer Satisfaction Survey
____________________________________________________________

Consultation on draft Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment guidelines for transport
infrastructure projects

Following peer and stakeholder reviews, AMS is conducting a Public Consultation on behalf of TII on the new draft
guidelines relating to Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment (CHIA). The Guidance and Standards aim to regulate
assessment of the impacts on the Cultural Heritage of projects funded by or carried out under the auspices of TII.
These will particularly relate to the production and delivery of Cultural Heritage outputs for:
•
•
•

Option Selection Reports
Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR’s), and/or
Environmental Reports (ER’s)

The purpose of these Guidances and Standards are to:
•
•

•
•

•

Outline the application of CHIA during the planning, assessment, and design stages for proposed TII
Projects.
Outline the review process of the application and implementation of CHIA to ensure appropriate
evaluation and analysis of the baseline (or receiving Cultural Heritage environment) within which a
Project is being planned.
Apply CHIA in a manner that is proportionate to the complexity and scale of a Project and the likely
significance of its Cultural Heritage effects.
Provide consistency to the consideration of CHIA during the planning, selection, design, assessment, and
delivery phases of a Project as set out in TII’s Project Management Guidelines (PMG), Project Manager’s
Manuals (PMM) and Project Appraisal Guidelines (PAG).
Assist proposed Projects to achieve their Cultural Heritage objectives in line with legislative requirements
and government policy, including enhancement of the Cultural Heritage environment and experience of
the road user where possible.

To participate, please click on this link: https://www.ams-consultancy.com/tii-public_survey/
The survey will be open for thirty days. All submissions must be received by 9am Monday 21st February.

LOCAL NEWS AND SERVICES

IRELAND READS
A message from Longford Library

Take the pledge to read at www.irelandreads.ie

Hello everyone,
I’m sure most of you, especially during the pandemic, discovered the joys of reading for pleasure. There is a
national library campaign running at present to encourage everyone in Ireland to read more. It’s called ‘Ireland
Reads: Squeeze in a Read’ and Friday 25th February is designated as Ireland Reads Day. We are asking you take a
pledge to read by registering on www.irelandreads.ie, and please get all the family to join in too.
We would love to get some photos of people reading. Any reading material is fine; books, magazines,
newspapers, tablets etc. These photos can be emailed to library@longfordcoco.ie, and will be used with your
permission to promote the campaign.

Joining the library is free of charge, and you can also access a wide range of online resources by going to
www.longfordlibrary.ie. If you need any help, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Keep safe and keep reading!
Fiona Cooney
Longford Coordinator, Ireland Reads
Longford Library
_____________________________________________________

Do you have a story to tell?
Faoin Speir Longford - Seeking
Children's Stories and Fairytales from
around the world
" Faoin Speir Longfoirt (Open Skies Longford) is a program
of public art events in 2021/22, based around Connolly
Barracks that is a response to the pandemic. The program is
funded by the Arts Council and Longford County Arts Office.
Our final event is an outdoor children's theatre event on Sat 23rd
Apr. The play will be based on several famous children's stories / fairytales from around the world, recognising the cultural
contributions of the new communities that have made county Longford their home.
The temporary working title of the event is "The Selfish Giant’s Garden". The play will be performed by professional actors
and directed by Andy Crook.
We are seeking people from migrant communities living in Longford that will share with us, celebrated children's stories
from their country.
People can contact Shane Crossan on 087-4144082 or email him on crossan.shane@gmail.com "

_____________________________________________
Granard Community Library are delighted to announce that we are working
with Music Generation Longford and now have Musical Instruments to rent.
For more information please call into us or contact us on 043 668 6164 or
email granardlibrary@longfordcoco.ie.

_______________________________________
Childminding - Are you a childminder or thinking of becoming a childminder in your own home? Longford
County Childcare Committee have issued a brochure aimed at offering support to childminders in Longford. Contact LCCC
https://longfordchildcare.ie/ or (043) 3342505

_____________________________________
•

The Longford County Development Plan 2021-2027 came into effect on Tuesday 30th November
2021. It is available to view on the internet via the following link
Longford County Development Plan 2021 -2027 - LongfordCoCo

•
•

•

Longford County Council leads on rural working hubs here
Explore new skills with free Skillshare online courses at your nearest Digital Hub (BCP)
information here
New Courses at a BCP Point in Moydow or Mullinalaghta
Register your interest: Christine 087 6450530, Martina 087 7406705, Mary 087 6424316
______________________________________________

NATIONAL NEWS

We're inviting
you torural
join us
for a very special
of exploratory
meetings
pandemic
recovery,
connectivity,
digital series
inclusion,
achieving SDGs,
andon
more.

It's part of a new programme we're running called iCommunity, which promotes
collaboration between nonprofits and social enterprises in Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland.
This series of five meetings is the first step in gathering our nonprofit and for impact
community's thoughts on how we might address the major challenges of our time

on an

all-island, collaborative basis.
•
•
•
•
•

Developing The Island Economy and Social Enterprise (23 February)
Delivering The SDGs: Achieving a Just Transition to a De-Carbonized and
Sustainable Island (24 February)
Recovery from The COVID-19 Pandemic (3 March)
Rural Connectivity & Sustainability (9 March)
Digital Connectedness & Inclusion (10 March)

We are working with NICVA, our sister organisation in Belfast, to help organisations to
share practices, learn from existing work, and develop new opportunities.

RSVP now

__________________________________________________
Media Release Friday, 04 February 2022
Government launches first ever Town Centre First policy
• Major new strategy to tackle vacancy, combat
dereliction and breathe new life into town centres
•

Network of Town Regeneration Officers to drive future development

•

Unprecedented investment to make our towns better places to live, work and raise a
family

•

Suite of supports and tools to help businesses and local communities deliver on their
unique vision for their area

•

New Policy to deliver on the objectives of ‘Housing for All’ and ‘Our Rural Future’

The Government has today published Town Centre First – a major new policy that aims to tackle
vacancy, combat dereliction and breathe new life into our town centres.
Town Centre First contains 33 unique actions which will give our towns the tools and resources they
need to become more viable and attractive places in which to live, work, visit and run a business.
The policy is underpinned by multi-billion euro investment spread across major Government
schemes such as the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF), the Urban Regeneration
and Development Fund (URDF), Croí Conaithe (Towns) Fund and the Town and Village Renewal
Scheme.
For the first time, designated towns will gain their own dedicated Town Regeneration Officers, who
will be crucial to driving future development.
The policy also contains a range of actions designed to achieve key objectives such as social and
economic revival in towns, the provision of housing, as well as addressing challenges like vacancy
and derelict buildings.
The actions also support the protection of our environment, as well as the heritage and culture of our
towns.
Town Centre First was launched in Moate today by the Minister for Rural and Community
Development, Heather Humphreys TD, the Minister for Planning and Local Government, Peter Burke
TD, and the Minister for Heritage and Electoral Reform, Malcolm Noonan TD.
The policy was launched at Moate library, a former Courthouse building. The formerly derelict
building, dating back to 1828, was converted by Westmeath County Council.
The library was officially opened in 2016 and is a vital resource for young and old, bringing people
back into the town centre.
Town Centre First, which supports the objectives of Housing for All and Our Rural Future, is a
commitment under the Programme for Government.
Funding streams that will assist with Town Centre First Plans implementation
The Town Centre First Policy will help align various new and existing funding streams to support
implementation of Town Centre First Plans. A core aim will be to ensure specific Town Centre First
funding streams within funding programmes that help implement both the national Town Centre First
policy and local plans.
Funds include:
•

•

Urban Regeneration and Development Fund - supports urban regeneration/compact urban
growth in cities/towns with a population of over 10,000, and enables a greater proportion of
residential and mixed used development to be delivered within the existing built-up footprints of
our cities and towns and make them more attractive and vibrant places. The fund has already
approved €410 million in funding for projects in towns. These projects will be completed over the
next few years. A funding call for new projects to local authorities will be made in summer 2022
which will be specifically aimed at Town Centre First Implementation as one of its key objectives
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund - supports the regeneration and development of
rural towns, villages and outlying areas. The purpose is to support job creation in rural areas,
address de-population of rural communities and support improvements in our towns and villages
with a population of less than 10,000. The fund has already approved €197 million in funding for
projects in towns. These projects will be completed over the next few years. The latest call for
applications under the Fund, with a clear focus on revitalising our towns and villages as part of
the Town Centre First policy, was launched on 17th December.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Housing for All’s forthcoming Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund – it will be aimed at servicing sites
for new homes in regional towns and villages and to support refurbishment of vacant houses.
Public infrastructure agencies, such as Irish Water, and local communities will work to provide
serviced sites for housing. This will help attract people to build their own homes and live in small
towns and villages.
Investment supports from the forthcoming European Regional Development Fund 2021-27
programme will be directed to towns in conjunction with the Regional Assemblies. Tackling
vacancy and dereliction in towns, in support of the Town Centre First approach, will be a
particular emphasis for this future funding scheme which is currently being designed for launch
later in 2022.
The Active Travel Fund made allocations of over €289m to approximately1,200 projects across
the 31 local authorities for 2022 – including the provision and improvement of pedestrian and
cycle facilities as well as the preparation of local transport research and bespoke transport plans.
These funding supports are integrating into the wider regeneration and development plans for
towns and their communities.
Town and Village Renewal Scheme – the scheme provides funding of up to €500,000 per
project to support the economic and social recovery of rural towns with a population of less than
10,000 people, and focuses on projects that have clear positive impacts on the town in terms of
place-making, addressing vacancy, supporting remote working and town centre regeneration. It
has also provided specific funding for streetscapes enhancements across 120 towns in 2021.
The 2022 Scheme is expected to be opened shortly.
Climate adaptation/retrofitting - The Climate Action and Retrofitting Initiatives sets a target of
upgrading 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2 / cost optimal equivalent or carbon
equivalent by 2030. Local Authorities are funded in undertaking an ambitious programme of
insulation retrofitting of the least energy efficient social homes. In 2022, the Energy Efficiency
Retrofitting programme will see a significant increase in funding support to local authorities, from
€65 million in 2021 to €85 million, enabling approximately 2,400 homes nationally to be upgraded
to a B2 or equivalent standard.
Built Heritage supports such as the Historic Towns Initiative - which funds works to significant
historic buildings, streetscape conservation and enhancement in heritage towns (€2m in 2022)
and the Historic Structures Fund for works to heritage structures in both public and private
ownership ranging from €15,000- €200,000 under various funding streams.

Case Studies
•

The Town Centre First policy document provides case studies of towns that have taken initial
steps to regenerate themselves through a range of initiatives of varying scale and focus.
Spokespeople for these projects are available upon request. The case studies include:
o Ramelton, County Donegal, which worked with local property owners to conserve the
historic built environment, reinforce civic pride, enhance attractiveness and promote the
tourism potential of the historic core. One of the projects was the conservation and
adaptation of three small houses (one of which was derelict), which were amalgamated to
form a single family home. The initiative was funded by the Historic Towns Initiative
o Upper Bridge Street, Callan, County Kilkenny, was chosen as a Town Centre Living
Initiative pilot project. A ‘health check’ of the town informed a Local Area Plan that
inspired a series of community/cultural projects. These provided a catalyst for small-scale
but impactful regeneration projects. A series of positive developments - including public
realm enhancement and residential developments from a previously vacant building resulted. These interventions showed the impact of cross-community, local authority and
non-profit housing sector collaboration.
o Boyle, County Roscommon, was a pilot town for the Town Centre Living Initiative (TCLI)
project. The project focused on the historic centre of the town, recognising in particular
the need to support the maintenance of historic buildings that are key to creating a sense
of place. Arising from a Boyle 2040 Masterplan and the TCLI Project, Boyle received
RRDF funding for two projects: the Boyle Regeneration Project and a transformation
project focusing on the King House Cultural Quarter.
In 2017, the owner of the former Roscommon Herald offices converted the vacant
premises into a remote working hub. Today the building is thriving. Other businesses
have opened in the building and many local businesses have benefitted from greater daily
footfall in the town centre.

o

o

Ennis, County Clare’s Ennis 2040 Strategy benefited greatly from public consultation. It
enabled the plan to reflect the needs of the communities, businesses and all the
stakeholders.
Formal structures were established to include elected members of the council, the Ennis
Chamber and community and businesses. Benefits from extensive public consultation
included ensuring the development of a comprehensive spatial and economic strategy;
early identification of trends and emerging challenges; facilitation of ownership of the
strategy by all the stakeholder groups and the wider community; a town vision and
strategic action plan. Clare County Council are currently undertaking a comprehensive
multi-stage regeneration programme for Ennis Town Centre including the utilisation of a
total of, circa €7.5 million in URDF funding.
The Abbey Quarter Project, Kilkenny, is a regeneration project on the site of the former
Smithwick’s Brewery. The central brownfield site is being transformed through investment
in new buildings and the re-use of old buildings. Underutilised sites are being converted
into public spaces, integrating with the city’s Medieval Mile. €11 million is being provided
through the URDF to fund significant public realm works and community and cultural
infrastructure projects

Towns selected for funding under the first phase of the Town Centre First Plan Initiative 2021
•
In December, the Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD,
announced €2.6 million in funding to deliver the first ever Town Centre First Plans. Twenty-six towns
were selected. As part of the initiative, each local authority will be provided with €100,000 to support the
development of its own unique Town Centre First Plan. Towns for this first phase were selected based
on submissions received from the Local Authorities and further phases will be announced in due course.

County

Town

Population

Carlow

Tullow

4,673

Cavan

Bailieborough

2,683

Clare

Sixmilebridge

2,669

Cork

Skibbereen

2,778

Donegal

Milford

1,037

Fingal

Lusk

7,022

Galway

Gort

2,994

Kerry

Milltown

2,142

Kildare

Clane

7,280

Kilkenny

Urlingford

1,038

Laois

Rathdowney

1,271

Leitrim

Carrick On Shannon

4,062

Limerick

Abbeyfeale

2,023

Longford

Longford Town

10,008

Louth

Dunleer

1,822

Mayo

Killala

562

Meath

Enfield

3,239

Monaghan

Carrickmacross

5,032

Offaly

Clara

3,336

Roscommon

Strokestown

825

Sligo

Tubbercurry

1,986

Tipperary

Roscrea

5,446

Waterford

Portlaw

1,742

Westmeath

Moate

2,763

Wexford

New Ross

8,040

Wicklow

Blessington

5,520

Ministers Humphreys and McConalogue
highlight the responsibilities of dog owners
this lambing season
•
•

Latest figures show 240 incidents of ‘Livestock Worrying’ recorded by local
authorities
Ministers announce start of awareness campaign ahead of upcoming lambing
season

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD, and Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine, Charlie McConalogue TD, have today reminded dog owners of their responsibilities
and the vulnerability of sheep to dog attacks, as lambing season approaches.
The two Ministers said the issue is one of grave concern to the farming community and that attacks on
sheep are happening far too often in the rural countryside.
The latest figures compiled by local authorities show that there were 240 incidents of ‘Livestock Worrying’
in 2020 – with a similar number expected when the 2021 returns are completed.
Dog attacks cause serious injury or even death to sheep and can cause grave distress and financial loss
for farm families.
Ministers Humphreys and McConalogue today visited a sheep farm in South West Dublin where they
announced the start of an awareness campaign that will run over lambing season.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

The Control of Dogs Acts 1986, as amended, set out a range of requirements for all dog owners or any
other person in charge of a dog.
In particular, section 9 of the 1986 Act outlines specific requirements regarding keeping dogs under
effectual control.
Prosecution under Section 9 of the Act allows for a fine of up to €2,500 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 3 months or both. This is enforced by Local Authorities across the country.
Separately, Section 21 of the Control of Dogs Act states that the owner of a dog shall be liable for
damages associated with an attack by the dog on a person or livestock. This is a civil matter rather than
something enforced by Local Authorities.
Under the Control of Dogs Acts it is an offence for a dog owner to not have a dog licence.
In total there were 182 prosecutions by Local Authorities in 2019, covering all aspects of the Control of
Dogs Act.
All dogs must also be microchipped and registered on an approved database in accordance with S.I. No.
63/2015 Microchipping of Dogs Regulations 2015, as introduced by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine.
Animal Welfare Helpline:
call save: 0761 064408
phone: 01-607 2379
dedicated email address - animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie
______________________________________________________
Keep Well Campaign: Further details on Longford County Council website www.longfordcoco.ie

______________________________________________

R.S.V.P. Campaign
“R.S.V.P. is the new Government campaign that aims to empower people to assess the risk involved in
different activities by providing practical information and guidance.
R.S.V.P. encourages people to be risk aware, to think before they meet others, and to ask themselves
the right questions about Risk, Symptoms, Venue and People Questions such as:
Risk. What’s the risk? Am I vaccinated? Have I received my booster?Symptoms. Am I currently showing
symptoms of COVID-19?Venue. Are they following the guidelines? Will I be wearing a
mask?People. How many people am I meeting? How many households are coming together?

___________________________________________
The Government has updated the public health advice
posters. Layer Up is a cross-Government campaign which
encourages us to layer up on the behaviours to protect from
Covid-19 by getting vaccinated, wearing face masks,
washing/sanitising our hands frequently, keeping our
distance, meet up outdoors where possible, and ensuring
indoor spaces are well ventilated. A series of posters are
available free to download at gov.ie/LayerUp.

