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1. NEWS FROM LONGFORD PPN 
 

Public Participation Network Secretariat: 
 
The PPN Secretariat met for an information/planning session on Feb 25th. Items agreed were: 

¶ Notify all PPN registered groups about vacancies for a community representative on the 
Longford Sports Partnership Board and the County Heritage Forum. Set deadline for receipt 
of expression of interest to March 13th. 

¶ When seeking a community representative for the County Longford Drugs Forum and the 
Midlands Regional Drugs Task Force ensure that both vacancies are filled by the same 
person. 

 
  Other PPN updates: 

 
The PPN Facebook page is now active, Longford Public Participation Network. Please copy and 
paste the following URL below if you cannot get direct access from link above: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Longford-Public-Participation-Network/1583548325216241?  
 
We ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ά[ƛƪŜέ ƻǳǊ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ. If your group has 
any information they would like posted please contact us on Facebook where we will share your 
information or if you are not on Facebook e-mail ppn@longfordcoco.ie and we will post it on your 
behalf. 
 
If there are any ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ not yet registered with the Longford PPN 
they are invited to do so online or download at www.longfordcoco.ie , e-mail 
ppn@longfordcoco.ie or contact Siobhan Cronogue at 087 261 5583 
 
 

   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Longford-Public-Participation-Network/1583548325216241?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Longford-Public-Participation-Network/1583548325216241
mailto:ppn@longfordcoco.ie
http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
mailto:ppn@longfordcoco.ie
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2. ²I!¢Ω{ hb Lb ¸h¦w a¦bL/Lt![ 5L{¢wL/¢? 
 
Traditional Music Sessions around the County: 
*Tally Ho, New Street, Longford ς 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month. 
*Rustic Inn, Abbeyshrule, County Longford ς Wednesday Nights every week. 
*The Bent Elbow, Drumlish, County Longford ς 8pm on Friday Nights. 
For further information on Trad Sessions and Comhaltas Events please contact: Martin Murphy ς 
086 8119444 

Granard Easter Festival takes place on Saturday and Sunday April 4 and 5. A fun filled, action 
packed weekend is in store. Our Historical walk will take place on Saturday Morning. Our Grueling 
5k run on Saturday afternoon. A not to be missed Novelty Race will take place on Saturday night. 
On Sunday we will have our Easter Parade with Street Entertainment and Live Music. More details 
in the coming weeks! 

Granard Country Market: Granard Country Market continues each Friday morning beside Granard 
Post Office commencing at 8.30am to 11.00am. The usual supplies of home baking; crafts; 
firewood and local honey are available. 

Granard Credit Union is pleased to announce a Car Loan rate of 7.5%. Please call into the office for 
more details and the offer of free road tax with every 2015 car purchased with a loan from 
Granard Credit Union Ltd. Office hours are Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am to 5.00pm. 

Cnoc Mhuire Granard: Enrolment forms for incoming First year students in September 2015 
should be returned to the school as soon as possible. Assessment Date: Saturday 28 February 
2015. 

New 2 U: The SVP shop has relocated to their spacious premises at Lower Main Street Granard. 
Wonderful new selection of stock with something for everyone. Come along and bag a bargain. 
Opening hours Fridays 10.00am to 5.00pm. Saturdays 11.00am to 5.00pm. and First Tuesday of 
each month from 10.00am to 5.00pm. For further information contact 085-1503985. 

Citizens Information: An information officer from Co. Longford Citizens Information Service will 
attend Granard Area Action Group Information Office, Main Street, Granard each Thursday 
morning from 10.30am to 12.30pm starting from 8th January 2015. The service is free to all. 

Granard Community Diary: A diary is available at the Information Office of Granard Area Action 
Group, Main Street, Granard where groups and organisations can log their events so as to avoid 
duplication. Phone 043-6686922 to log events where a member of staff will gladly assist. 

Friday Club, Lus Na Greine: Every Friday morning at 11am. Great relaxation for mind and body. A 
range of holistic treatments for stress management and good health also available.  

Granard Art Club, Lus Na Greine: Will be back in action every Wednesday from 10am ς 12pm for 
an exciting year with a line-up of resident and creative visiting artists. New members welcome. 
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!Řǳƭǘ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƛƎƴ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ [ǳǎ bŀ DǊŜƛƴŜΥ Continues every Monday evening. We 
are considering running a class for children from 7 years and up. If you are interested, perhaps you 
would contact the Centre on 043 666 0977 or e-mail:  lusnagreinefrc@gmail.com  

Lus na Gréine: Ψ.ǳǎȅ ōŜŜǎ tŀǊŜƴǘ ϧ ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊΩ DǊƻǳǇΥ aŜŜǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΩ мм-12.30. Structured 
workshops combining play, puppet making, and musical rhythms and reading stories. Tips and 
support for parents, Grandparents and Carers. 

Lus na Gréine Knitting Club: Knit & Chat, share Patterns and Tips. Every Tuesday from 12 pm ς 
1pm in the Centre.  

Counselling & Bereavement Support, Lus Na Greine: Available on one to one basis. Confidential 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ 

Other Activities at Lus Na Greine: {ƻŎƛŀƭ 5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎΥ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ ŀǘ у ǇƳΦ Learn how to jive, 
waltz, fox ǘǊƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŎƪǎǘŜǇΦ /ƻǎǘ ϵмлΦ ¢ŀƛ /ƘƛΥ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎ уǇƳ ¸ƻƎŀ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎΥ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ мм ŀƳ 
Friday Club Seated Exercises: Fridays at 11 am. Men on the Move: Wednesdays 9.30 ς 11am. 
Groups & Clubs continue as normal: WIT travel to Ballincarrigy ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Group on Tuesday at 10 
am all welcome.  

Women in Touch - Meet every Tuesday 10 ς 12 pm (Dress Design & Felting Class for next few 
weeks) Granard Art Club every Wednesday 10 ς 12 pm.  Crafters United ς Thursday morning 10 
am ς 12 pm.  Set Dancing ς Monday evening 7.30 ς 9.30 pm.   
For further information contact 043-6660977 or 087 6387827. 

Slimming World: Brand new slimming world group opening in Sacred Heart National School, 
Granard on Thursday, 19th March at 7.30pm. Telephone Liz on 087 9534254 for further details. 

Rath Mhuire & Dolmen Resource Services : Rath Mhuire Resource Centre ς Barrack St. Granard. 
Phone: 043 ς 6686309. Email rathmhuirerc@eircom.net MoatǎƛŘŜǊΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾŜ wŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ DǊƻǳǇ 

Meeting Dates: February 26th, March 12th and 26th. Activities include trip to Multyfarnham 
Cookery School and trip to Galilee Centre, Boyle. We always give a warm welcome to new 
members, so if you would like to join us in any of our activities or events in the coming months, 
please get in touch. 

wŀǘƘ aƘǳƛǊŜ aŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƭǳō - Meeting Dates: March 3rd and 31st at 12.30pm ς Rath Mhuire 
Resource Centre. The club provides a great space for lots of activities, trips, as well as good 
company and good food.  

Dolmen Centre, Aughnacliffe: All groups have now recommenced at the Dolmen Centre and have 
a range of activities and social events happening in the coming months, including visit from the 
Community Physiotherapist and an outing to the Backstage Theatre. New members are very 
welcome. Dolmen Fáilte Active Retirement Group Meeting Dates: March - Tuesday 10th & 24th. ς 
2.00 ς 4.00pm ς Dolmen Centre, Aughnacliffe. Dolmen Day care Services - Meeting Dates: 
Wednesday: Wednesday 4 and 18 March. 12.00 ς 3.00pm ς Dolmen Centre, Aughnacliffe. North 
[ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ - Meeting Dates: February: Friday 27 March: Friday 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th ς 

mailto:lusnagreinefrc@gmail.com
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12.00 ς 3.00pm ς Dolmen Centre, Aughnacliffe. For any information on any of the above groups or 
activities ς contact Jackie or Lucy @ 043-6686309. Transport is available. 

bƻǊǘƘ [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ: This Group meets weekly at the Dolmen Room Aughnacliffe 
Community Centre each Friday from 12-3 pm. As ƛǘΩǎ one of the most progressive groups 
nationally, it offers an extensive programme to suit all men. It a socially dynamic group, where 
men gather and work on meaningful projects.  Where they can realise their full potential and the 
passing on of their skills and talents is a key aspect of their work. It was established in 2004 and 
coordinated by EDI Centre Longford it has gone from strength to strength. It offers an open door 
policy. New members are most welcome. For further information contact Co ordinator Breda 043 
3347515 

Lourdes Pilgrimage: The annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes takes place from Wednesday 27 
May to Monday 01 June 2015. Departing from Knock Airport. Assisted pilgrims wishing to travel 
should contact their local parish priest. Others wishing to travel please contact Joe Walsh Tours 
direct on 01-2410800 or email joewalshtours.ie for booking forms and further details. 

2015 Irish Vintage Society: Streete Parish Park will host the 2015 Irish Vintage Society All-Ireland 
on Sunday, July 12. An all-out effort will be made to make this an outstanding event which will not 
only benefit the parish of Streete but also the counties of Westmeath and Longford. For further 
information on this event please contact Brian Nerney on 086 2596656, Pat Duffy on 086 8433355, 
John Parker on 086 8301347 or email brian.nerney@gmail.com 

Abbeylara GAA Presentation: Presentation of medals to U21 Championship winners and Division 
о [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ мп aŀǊŎƘ нлмр ƛƴ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΩǎ. 

Cycle and Climb:  The 5th annual Glenn Brady Memorial Cycle and climb will take place on Sunday, 
May 31st. This unique event is challenging and most rewarding, with 147km cycle and a 3-3.5 hour 
climb on Croagh Patrick. So there is plenty of time to train and we will look forward to another 
very successful day on May 31st. Details on Registration will be available in the coming weeks. 

Trócaire: Door to door fund raisers will be in Abbeylara for a couple of days during March and 
April. They will be wearing a blue branded Trócaire jacket and carrying a photo I.D for 
identification. The purpose of their visit is to raise awareness of the work of Trócaire and to 
request if you would like to support Trócaire on an ongoing basis. To find out more about 
¢ǊƽŎŀƛǊŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦǘǊƻŎŀƛǊŜΦƻǊƎ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊƻƳ {ǳǎŀƴ YƛǊƪΣ ¢ǊƽŎŀƛǊŜΣ aŀȅƴƻƻǘƘ лм 
6293333 

The Carers Association are providing QQI (FETAC) Level 5 Care of the older person training on the 
26/03/2015. This will be run one day a week for five weeks from 9.30am to 4.30pm. We are also 
providing a one day workshop on Challenging Behaviour, The Carers Association are also providing 
QQI (FETAC) Level 5 Care of the older person training on the 07/04/2015, this will be run one day a 
week for five weeks from 9.30am to 4.30pm provided with this is a one day programme on elder 
abuse. For more info please contact the training unit on 057 9370221 or email: 
training@carersireland.com Web: www.carersireland.com 

 

http://www.longfordleader.ie/news/your-community/local-notes/granard-1-6604958
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Springlawn RCDG : {ǇǊƛƴƎƭŀǿƴ aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ meet every Monday at 11am to 1pm in the front 

room of the Resource Centre at 26 Springlawn.   The group was formed twelve months ago and to 

date having enjoyed playing various card games.  Light refreshments are provided and the group 

has an open door policy. The group is currently planning a range of activities and would welcome 

new members. 

 

Springlawn RCDG: Springlawn Gardening Group meets every Tuesday morning at 10am- 1pm at 

the Resource Centre at 26 Springlawn. The group is made up of enthusiastic amateur gardeners. 

At the moment the group is propagating from seed and transplanting plant plugs in the house and 

getting the flower beds in the estate ready for spring and summer planting.  The group plans to 

run a horticultural course once there are sufficient numbers interested. So if you are interested in 

gardening come along and join in and share the knowledge. 

 

Springlawn RCDG: The Wednesday Activity Group meets every week in the Resource Centre at 26 

Springlawn. This group has been meeting for over five years.  During each year a range of activities 

are planned.  For example they have just completed three weeks of facilitated art mornings.  Next 

week on 18th March will be a coffee morning and the following week there will be flower arranging 

with an Easter theme.  All materials are provided free of charge and light refreshments are 

provided.  If you are interested in joining the group drop in any morning and let us know or call us 

on 0873749950 or by email at Springlawn rcdg26@hotmail.com .  We look forward to hearing 

from you. 

FYI: Longford Westmeath Community Transport Ltd (formerly known as LCRL Rural Transport).: 
is administered from Moate and Mr Noel McCormack is the co-ordinator.  All services are running 
the same as always with the local providers. The contact details for Longford Westmeath 
Community Transport Ltd are as follows: 

Noel McCormack, Manager, Tel: 087 798 7905 
Magdalen Dunne, Administrator, Tel: 090 644 8670 
Address: 
Westmeath Rural Community Transport 
IRL Complex, Moate Business Park, Clara Road, Moate, Co. Westmeath 
Email: swrta@eircom.net 
Fax: 090 6448670 

Senior Helpline: Lǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƻƭŘŜǊ 
volunteers is open 365 days of the year. The helpline is open every day from 10am to 10pm. DonΩǘ 
be alone. Call Senior Helpline LoCall 1850 440 444. No call costs more than 30cent. 

Family Learning: Are you an early school leaver? Are you a long time out of education? Would you 
like to learn a new skill? Meet new people? Have fun while learning? If so, the following 
programmes for 2015 for parents, grandparents and carers include Child Development, Family 
Learning, Growing your own Vegetables, Parenting, Food Nutrition, Communications, Family 

mailto:rcdg26@hotmail.com
javascript:return
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Budgeting, Family Digital Photography and Supported Learning on line. Programmes are at QQI 
Level 1, 2 and 3. Most of the courses are for six weeks, courses are free with basic education skills 
given. For further information please contact Grainne on 086 8883413, telephone 043 3345609, or 
e-mail longfordfamilylearning@gmail.com 

Drumlish AED/ Defibrillator Training: Training in the use of use an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) and basic techniques of cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) commence shortly 
at Drumlish Community Centre, we are hoping for a good response from the local community, 
businesses, sporting organisations etc., to come an avail of training to help save lives of those in 
cardiac arrest. If interested Please text you name to Breda 0879181787. 

Drumlish Social Dancing: Classes continue at the Community Centre, Drumlish this Wednesday at 
уΦолǇƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ όƴƻ ŀƎŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴΗΗύ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 
that first dance on your wedding day, learn a few moves or shed a few ounces after the festive 
session. Come along join in the fun.  

Drumlish Cookery Classes on Tuesday at 7.30pm in Drumlish Community Centre, Tiles cover over 
the next three weeks are Importance of Fish in your Diet, Stress & physical activity. Please text 
Breda 087 9181787 to confirm your place. 

Drumlish Art Classes: continue this Wednesday morning at 10.00am ς 12 noon in the Centre with 
the use of water paints.  

Drumlish Mock Wedding 2: Chorus line rehearsals have started for the Easter version of the Mock 
Wedding which will be staged on Easter Friday night the10th of April. Donations to Drumlish 
±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ϧ !ǊŜŀ 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ .ŀǘǘŜǊȅ wƻŀŘΦ [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ 

Garda Vetting for working with under 18Ωs in Drumlish area: If you have not returned your Garda 
Clearance form already please do so a.s.a.p. Forms are available from Paddy Howe on 087 
9613312. If you do not have current Garda Clearance you cannot be involved with underage teams 
With a busy new season on the horizon the club is currently seeking new 
coaches/trainers/mentors for all age groups from U-6 right up to U-муΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛǎ 
enthusiasm and a desire to be part of a vibrant and dynamic club catering for large numbers of 
young people in the Drumlish/Ballinamuck area. Even if you have limited or no experience of 
Gaelic football you can still get involved as coaching courses will be provided over the coming 
months. Anyone interested can contact Colin Crowe on 086 0761556 or any committee member. 

Strictly Come Dancing: Gaels Utd FC are hosting their Strictly Come Dancing event in Drumlish 
Community Centre on Saturday night March 14th. This event was previously scheduled for 
December but was postponed due to bereavement. All our dancers have been practicing very hard 
for the big event and the show promises to be a night not to be missed. Tickets sold for the 
December date are still valid for March 14th. This event is in aid of our new grass pitch 
development and all support is greatly appreciated. Any players or parents who have tickets to sell 
please return monies to team managers or any committee member by the end of next week. 
There is a bar extension on the night and doors open at 8pm. Check out Drumlish Strictly Come 
Dancing on Facebook. For further information contact Colin 0860761556 or Mel 0872976538. 



   

                     __________________________________________________________________________  
     

 

  
Page 7  of 34  

Lo ngford Public Participation Network  
E- mail: ppn@longfordcoco.ie; Web: www.longfordcoco.ie  

fb : Longford Public Participation Network  

 
Siobhan Cronogue, Public Participation Network  c/o Community & Enterprise, Longford County Council, 
Great Water St.,  Longford  

043 3343472 

Confirmation in Drumlish/Ballinamuck at 11.00am on 9th May 2015. First Holy Communion in 
Drumlish on May 23rd 2015 at 12 noon. 

Ballinamuck Bingo continues in Ballinamuck on Tuesday nights at 8.30p.m. More local support 
would be appreciated. 

{ǘΦ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΩǎ D!!Υ are currently seeking new coaches/trainers/mentors for all age groups from u6 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǳмуΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀsm and a desire to be part of a vibrant and dynamic 
club catering for large numbers of young people in the Drumlish/Ballinamuck area. Even if you 
have limited or no experience of Gaelic football you can still get involved as coaching courses will 
be provided over the coming months. Anyone interested can contact Colin Crowe on 086 0761556 
or any committee member 

The Ballinamuck Visitor Centre is run by Ballinamuck Enterprise group and is manned by 
volunteers and anyone can visit the centre by calling (087) 205 5462/0879613312 or by emailing 
1798ballunamuvk@ gmail.com, it is free to visit and all are welcome  

Ballinamuck now on Facebook: Ballinamuck is now on Facebook our pages are as follows: 1. 
Ballinamuck Longford, 2. 1798 visitor centre, 3. Ballinamuck walks, 4. Ballinamuck Essert Twining, 
5. Ballinamuck enhancement. So why not like our pages and keep up to date! 

Fitness at Monaduff Gym Υ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ /ƭŀǎǎ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀǊǘΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ Centre. We run group classes every Monday at 8pm 
& Wednesday & Friday at 7pm in Monaduff Gym beside the football pitch. Membership/Insurance 
Ŏƻǎǘǎ ϵнл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ όǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ǾŀƭǳŜύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ϵс ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǿŜ Řƻ 
monthly prices too. We are looking for members with all fitness types. If you are looking to slim 
down, tone up or even maintain your physical appearance get in contact with Gabriel at the 
Following contacts. Phone: 087-2189517 Email: gabrielhiggins@yahoo.ie Facebook/fitnesscentre 

Yoga classes, Drumlish:  continue every Thursday night in The Village Inn, Drumlish at 7.30pm. 
Contact 087-2868254. 

Badminton in the Community Centre, Drumlish: every Thursday night at 9.00pm. New and 
previous members welcome. 

CCE church gate collection takes place on the weekend of the 28th and 29th of March. Proceeds 

to the running of the Fleadh ceoil which is set to takes place in Mostrim on the weekend of May 

8th, 9th and 10th. Fleadh entries will be takes in the Pavilion on the Green on Saturday, March 

28th from 1pm until 3pm and during the music classes. 

 

Edgeworthstown Website: The Development Association in conjunction with other local 

organisations are building a new website called Edgeworthstown.org with a view to launching a 

tourism product in Edgeworthstown. The website will include advertisements for local pubs and 

restaurants and accommodation providers. If you would like to be included please contact the 

development office at 6671801  
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Beginners Irish Classes: Beginners conversational classes for adults starting soon in The Green. No 
pressure, No books just a circle of friends having a chat together. Basic Irish to start with. If 
interested call Pauline on 086-1513152. 

Text Alert, Edgeworthstown: ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜȄǘ !ƭŜǊǘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻŦ ϵрΦлл ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ нлмрΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƴŜǿ 
by calling into the Old Schoolhouse, Ballymahon Road, or the Post Office. 

Outreach work in Edgeworthstown: The Rural Resource Worker in Longford Community 

Resources Ltd will carry out on-going outreach work in Edgeworthstown to support people who 

are unemployed. If you would like more information please contact Mary Mulvey, Longford 

Community Resources Ltd at 043-3345555. 

Parent and Toddler Group, Edgeworthstown: held every Tuesday from 11am-12:30pm in The 
Green. Very friendly group. Everyone welcome. Contact Caroline 087 681 8083. 

Edgeworthstown Active Retirement Group: meet every Friday from 11.30am ς 1.30pm in The 
Green. New members welcome. 

St Matthews Church, Ballymahon: For the foreseeable future, weekday Masses in St. Matthews 
Church will be on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at the usual time of 10a.m. No Masses on 
Mondays or Wednesdays. The 9a.m. Mass on Sunday mornings has now been cancelled. Should 
anyone wish to contact a priest in St. Matthews Church please call: Fr. Tom Barden. Kenagh at 043 
33 22127/ 087-9195354 or Fr. Charlie Healy, Carrickedmond at 044 93 57442/ 087 751 0042.  

Tashinney National School will host an Open Day for prospective parents and children on 
Wednesday 18th March from 4-6p.m. This will be an opportunity for families who may be 
interested in enrolling their children in Tashinney School to visit the school, meet the teachers and 
view the facilities. Further details are available from the school 044 93 57610. All are welcome. 
Enrolment application forms are also available from the school for September 2015 enrolment. 

Ballymahon School Re-Union: Plans are underway to have a re-union of Ballymahon Convent 
Secondary School Class of 1970 to 1975. Dolores Power is one of the main organisers for this 40 
year re-union which will be held in CooƴŜȅΩǎ Hotel, so if you are one of the sixty or so pupils from 
those years please pencil in a provisional date for Saturday, June 20th. If you wish to attend please 
e-mail ballymahonclass1975@gmail.com or info@cooneyshotel.com 

Ballymahon Church Choir: St. aŀǘǘƘŜǿǎΩǎ Church choir has resumed usual practices at 8pm on 
Wednesday evenings in the Church. They are preparing Spring and Easter music. New members 
are always welcome. Contact Mary on 086-8715155.  

A Pilgrimage to Medjugorje ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ YƴƻŎƪ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘ мсǘƘ нлмр ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ϵсфф ǇŜǊ 
person sharing. Contact group leader Marita Concannon on 098-64017 or 089-4146331. 

Innyside Singers: IŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǾŜƴǳŜΣ {ƪŜƭƭȅΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ƻƴ 
Thursday nights from 8p.m. to 9.30p.m. If you would like to join the group, who sing together for 
fun, why not go along. They are presently preparing for a Concert which is to be held in May 2015 
ǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ƛǎ ǾƛǘŀƭΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ 

http://www.longfordleader.ie/news/your-community/local-notes/ballymahon-1-6618607
http://www.longfordleader.ie/news/your-community/local-notes/ballymahon-1-6561054
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Ballymahon Defibrillator Group: Ballymahon Defibrillator Group are hoping to buy an 
AED/Defibrillator which will be placed at Innyside Service Station and this will cover both the 
.ŀƭƭȅƳŀƘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻǎǘ ϵмрллΦ ¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ 
a Charity Hack commencing at Deerpark Equestrian on March 28th next. Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ϵмл ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 
horse and pony that attends on the day. A huge Raffle will also be held on the same night in 
aǳǊǊŀȅΩǎ Ǉǳō ƛƴ aŀƎƘŜǊŀΣ wŀŦŦƭŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ϵр ŜŀŎƘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ 
donated for the Draw, so make sure you get your ticket which will be on sale soon in the Tang, 
Forgney and Ballymahon areas. If you wish to take a book of tickets to sell, please contact Darren 
Mulleady at 086-1704394. Your support for this local invaluable service will be greatly 
appreciated.  

Ballymahon Social Dancing ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ /ƻƻƴŜȅΩǎ IƻǘŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ фǇΦƳΦ ǘƻ 
11p.m. Everyone welcome.  

.ŀƭƭȅƳŀƘƻƴ aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ: Longford Community Resources Ltd continues to support Ballymahon 

aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƳŜŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ фŀƳ in Bridgeways Family Resource Centre, Dean 

Egan Hall, Ballymahon. Activities include gardening and computers.  
New members are always welcome. There is no admission charge. Refreshments are provided. If 
you would like more information please contact Mary Mulvey, Longford Community Resources Ltd 
at 043-3345555 or Rory Gallagher Bridgeways Family Resource Centre 090-6432691. 

Ardagh Community Defibrillator Group are holding a fund raising Table Quiz in the Community 
Centre on Good Friday at 8pm. Raffle tickets are now on sale for draw to be held on the night. 
Your support would be gratefully appreciated 

Ardagh Heritage and Creativity Centre are hosting a Craft Fair on March 14th from 1pm to 5pm. 
Come along to the beautiful setting of Ardagh and browse the stalls. You might find a lovely 
aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ŎǊŀŦǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ ¢Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ /ƻŦŦŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǎŀƭŜ 
on the day. 

Creative Ardagh: Why not learn a new skill or refresh one you already have with Creative Ardagh  
Tuesdays: Drawing and painting course starting on Tuesday from 10.30am to 12.30pm. Contact 
Loretto on 0868478527 to book and for further details 

Wednesdays: French Leaving Cert Grind Club 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Practice for your orals and 
prepare for your written exams with a qualified, experienced teacher/examiner in a group session. 
ϵул ŦƻǊ с ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ϵнл ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴΦ {ǳǎŀƴ 9ŀŘŜǎΣ aΦ!ΦΣ IΦ5ƛǇ 9ŘΣ {9/ ƻǊŀƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊΦ 

Adult Group French Conversation Sessions at 8pm. 
French conversation on current affairs, Grammar catch-up, French for holidays. 
ϵул ŦƻǊ с ǿƪǎΦ ƻǊ ϵнл Ǉκǿ ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴΦ 

Thursday: Toddler Creativity continues from 11am to 12 pm.  ϵр ǇŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ CǊŜŜ ǘŜŀκŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŦƻǊ 
accompanying adult. 

Elements ƻŦ !Ǌǘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ мнΦолǇƳ ǘƻ мΦолǇƳΦ ϵр ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ 5ǊƻǇ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ƻǊ 
follow us on creativeardaghelementsofart.blogspot.com. 

http://creativeardaghelementsofart.blogspot.com/
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Friday: Spanish Leaving Cert Grind Club recommencesΣ сΦолǇƳ ǘƻ уǇƳΦ ϵул ŦƻǊ ǎƛȄ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻǊ 
ϵнл ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΦΦΦ 
Keep an eye out for Community Games Model making classes starting soon and don't forget you 
can book your own group session, school tour or birthday party with us! 

Are you interested in German, Irish, Chinese, English Grind clubs or group sessions? Any subject 
not mentioned you would like us to organise a club for? 

CREATIVE LONGFORD Craft Gallery at Ardagh Heritage and Creativity Centre is a lovely spot to 
browse local crafts at your leisure. Just give us a call to browse. 

For more information contact Ann or Annette on creativeardagh@gmail.com or 086 3027602. 

Carrickedmond/Legan C.E. Group have the following vacancies, A number of environmental 
positions due to start between now and April 15 Job Reference 887925. To check eligibility & to 
apply please call into the Intreo Offices, D.S.P buildings, Ballinalee Rd. Longford. D.S.P 
eligibility/conditions apply. 
 
Clondra Community Association: Art Classes for children continue on Saturday mornings at 
Waterways Ireland House in Clondra.   Adult classes on Wednesday evenings.   Contact 087 615 
8772 for details. 
 
Clondra Community Association: Festival in Clondra - 24th to 26th April 2015.  Waterways Ireland 
are launching the Camlin Canoe Trail and a fun weekend is promised.   
 

[ŀŘƛŜǎ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ {ǘΦ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ IŀƭƭΣ YŜƴŀƎƘ  ŀǘ тΦолǇƳ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
уΦолǇƳ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎΦ {ǳƛtable for all levels of fitness. Call 087-9292378. 
 
Good2Talk Longford are opening their doors on the 10th April 2015 in Red Leaf House.  They will 
provide accessible counselling and psychotherapy services for all who need them.  Good2Talk 
Longford are looking for Volunteers to walk or run the Ladies mini marathon on the 1st June in 
Dublin.  Buses will be organised, for more information please contact Siobhan Leighin at 
0872909182. 
 
Change of A Dress: Proceeds from this shop go directly to meals on wheels 
Dublin Street, Longford Tel: 043.3346621  
Designer Boutique & Local crafts 
Outlet for pre-owned designer clothes and accessories. We sell quality gently used clothing, which 
is often well known designer brands. Clothing is in excellent condition and priced at a fraction of 
its original sale price. If you are looking for that special outfit at a giveaway price why not call to us 
and see the fabulous stock we carry: 
 

¶ Wedding outfits 

¶ Party wear 

¶ Day dresses 

¶ Evening dresses 

mailto:creativeardagh@gmail.com
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¶ Coats 

¶ Jackets 

¶ Suits  

¶ Separates 

¶ Shoes and boots 

¶ Handbags 

¶ Accessories 

¶ Costume jewellery 

¶ CŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ 
 

Special Olympics Ireland: urgently requires volunteers in the Longford area to help with our 
charity Collection Day on Friday, 24 April. Collection Day is the biggest annual fundraising event in 
aid of Special Olympics Ireland. The money raised on the day will be used to ensure that Special 
Olympics Ireland can continue to realise its promise of offering people with an intellectual 
disability the opportunity to participate in sport in their area. Special Olympics Ireland is looking 
for volunteers across the day, so if you can commit to the full day or even just an hour, please 
contact Michael Carty on 085 1678768 or email Michael.carty@specialolympics.ie 

Arthritis Longford Branch: are running the following courses which are adapted exercises suitable 
for people with arthritis or other limitations: Walking / strolling group - every Thursday at 11am, 
meet at the Mall Complex, Longford Town. Aquafit every Tuesday at 11:30am and Wednesday at 
8pm in the Longford Arms Leisure Centre. Contact Mary at 087-1404200 or 043-667506 for further 
details 

Longford Community Mothers continues to provide our home visiting services to families with 
children aged between 0-5 years.  Community mothers use experienced mothers from the local 
area to visit parents in their own home to help with isolation and stress many parents experience 
with young children.  The service free and you can ask your local Public Health Nurse for more 
information or contact the co-ordinator Catriona Corcoran who is based in Longford Childcare  043 
3342505    
 
Longford Community Mothers Baby Café : This group will meet on Thursdays between 11 and 
мнƴƻƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ {ǘ aŜƭΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ 
mums to meet other parents and babies, make new friends, hear what activities are available 
locally and share experiences of being a new parent. 
For more information contact Catriona Corcoran 086 0442354 or visit www.cmums.ie   

Longford Voices United Community Gospel Choir (supported by LCRL):  Longford Voices united 
have changed their practice evening from Thursday evening to a Monday night @ 8.30pm in 
Respond House (Across from EDI Centre). Everyone welcome. Please contact Ann on 087 7141733. 

Co Longford Citizens Information Services : are holding a Pensions Clinic every Tuesday morning 
from 10 - 1 p.m.  This service will assist clients with queries on State Contributory; Non-
Contributory and Transition Pensions and  will include  PRSI records, calculating mixed insurance 
pensions and claiming a pension from another EU state or country with bi-lateral agreements. For 
all enquiries and to book an appointment for the pension clinic contact Tel: 076107 5890  

http://www.cmums.ie/
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Other services provided by CIC 
* Pensions - State Pensions (Contributory and Non-Contributory) - NEW SERVICE 
* Fair Deal - Nursing Home Support Scheme - NEW SERVICE 
* IRIS - Irish Remote Interpreting Service - NEW SERVICE 
*Immigration - Interpreters (Polish, Latvian, Russian, Lithuanian, Slovakia) Every Tuesday - No 
Appointment Required 
* FLAC - Free Legal Advice Clinic 
* CAVA - Chartered Accountants Voluntary Advice By Appointment Only 

Tel: 07610 75890 Fax: 043 3342485, Email: longford@citinfo.ie 

Longford Toastmasters:  Do you find it difficult to speak up in public?  Do you struggle to get your 
point across at committee meetings, dread the thoughts of giving presentations or do everything 
you can to avoid providing staff evaluations?  Would you like to improve your communication 
skills, build your self-confidence and broaden your social life in the process?  Join us at Longford 
Toastmasters, where, regardless of your current ability, you will get whatever help and support 
you need to gain the skills and confidence to speak up in public.  Our meetings take place in a 
friendly, encouraging and fun environment on the first and third Thursday of every month, in The 
Longford Arms at 8.20pm.  Anyone over 18 is welcome, so come along and see if Longford 
Toastmasters suits you.  Interested but still not convinced?  If you would like more information 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¢ŜǊǊƛŜ ƻƴ лур ммсорср ƻǊ aŀǊȅ ƻƴ лус мнмфнум ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
answer any questions you have.  
 

The Peelo School of Dance Longford is running a number of summer dance camps for Twinkle 
Toes & Tiny Boppers right up to 16 years+. All dance styles including Classical Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, 
Musical Theatre, Contemporary, Zumba and much more. For further information ring 01 6275570 
or info@peelodance.ie 

 

East Meets West ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Group (supported by LCRL):  are women from all nationalities, ages 
and backgrounds who meet every second Thursday from 11am ς 12pm in the Library for a friendly 
chat and a cuppa. Here women can make new friends and find support while living in County 
Longford. This group are also a Mother/ Toddler group. 

             For further information please contact Yvonne on 043 33 47944  
 
[ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Manifesto Group:  ¢ƘŜ [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻ DǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ 
the third Wednesday of eveǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ƛƴƪ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ  If you 
have an interest in your local government and issues in your community this group might 
be of interest to you.  Email: manifesto@longfordwomenslink.org or phone Longford 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ƛƴƪ ŀǘ лпо-41511.  
 

Friendly Phone Call Service calling older people in Co. Longford (LCRL):  Mary Mulvey, Rural 

Resource Worker will be promoting the Friendly Phone Call Service to older people in County 

Longford. Please contact Mary at 043-3345555 if you are a group in County Longford who would 

like more information on the service. The Friendly Phone Call Service is a free confidential service 

which provides information on local activities and services available to older people as well as an 

mailto:info@peelodance.ie
mailto:manifesto@longfordwomenslink.org
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opportunity for a friendly chat. If you are feeling lonely or isolated and you would like someone to 

talk to, this is the service for you. The Friendly Phone Call Service can be reached at 043-3349678 

from MondayςThursday from 10:00am ς 4:00pm. 
 
GROW Meetings: GROW Community Mental Health Movement meets in the Community Mental 
Health Centre, Dublin Road on Mondays at 11am. If you are anxious, isolated or depressed why 
not join this group and learn a practical psychology of mental health. For further info contact John 
on 086 8033126 

Newtownforbes Pilates: Classes at the Giving Tree (Wendy Louise Hat Design), Cloontagh, 
Newtownforbes, Monday 8pm to 9pm - Tuesday 8pm to 9pm (men only). To book a place contact 
Brendan on 087 7681730. 

Tarmonybarry Parent and Toddler Group takes place every Tuesday morning from 10.30am to 
12noon in Buttercups Playschool. 

Mohill Badminton every Wednesday, Mohill sports complex starting at 8pm. Newcomers are 
always welcome. 
 
Outreach Clinic: Mohill Family Support Centre has an outreach clinic in the Trathnona Centre on 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ мΦолǇƳ ǘƻ оΦолǇƳΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ 
social welfare or on community issues is welcome to drop in. 
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3. LOCAL NEWS & SERVICES: 
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Longford Libraries Contact Details: 
Web: www.longfordlibrary.ie 
T:@Longfordlibrary 
Fb: www.facebook.com/longfordlibraries  

  

Branch Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday* 

              

Longford Branch Library             

Tel: 043 3341124                                       
E: library@longfordcoco.ie 

10am - 
8.30pm 

10am - 
5.30pm 

10am - 
8.30pm 

10am - 
5.30pm 

10am - 
5pm 

10am - 
2pm 

fb: like 'Longford Branch Library'             

*Except on Bank Holiday Weekends             

              

              

Branch Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

              

Ballymahon Community Library             

Tel: 0906 432546 
E:ballymahonlibrary@longfordcoco.ie Closed 

10am - 
1pm, 
1.30pm - 
8pm 

10am - 
1pm, 2pm - 
5.30pm 

1pm - 
6pm 

10am - 
1pm, 
2pm -
5pm 

10am - 
1pm 

fb: like 'Ballymahon Library'             

              

              

              

Branch Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

              

Edgeworthstown Library             

Tel: 043-6671927,                                      
E: 
edgeworthstownlibrary@longfordcoco.ie Closed 

11am - 
1.30pm, 
2pm - 
8pm Closed 

11am - 
5pm Closed 

10.30am - 
1pm 

fb: like 'Edgeworthstown Library'             

              

              

              

Branch Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

              

Granard Library             

Tel: 043-6686164                                           
E: granardlibrary@longfordcoco.ie 

Closed 
Mon 

10am - 
1pm, 
1.30pm - 
7pm 

10am - 
1pm, 
1.30pm - 
7pm 

1.30pm - 
8pm 

10am - 
1pm, 
1.30pm 
- 5pm 

10am - 
1pm 

fb: like 'Granard Library'             

              

              

              

Branch Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

              

Lanesboro Library             

http://www.longfordlibrary.ie/
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Tel: 043-3321291             

E: lanesborolibrary@longfordcoco.ie 
2pm - 
8pm 

2pm - 
6pm 2pm - 8pm Closed 

10am - 
1pm, 
2pm - 
5pm 

10am - 
1pm 

fb: like 'Lanesboro Library'             

              

              

              

Branch Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

              

Drumlish Library             

Tel: 043-3324760 

10.30am 
- 
1.30pm,       
2pm - 
6pm Closed 

11.30 - 
4pm, 5pm - 
8pm Closed Closed 

10am - 
1pm 

E: drumlishlibrary@longfordcoco.ie             

fb: like 'Drumlish Library'             

 
 

  Longford Volunteer Centre (Supported by LCRL) 

Below, you will see a list of different volunteer roles that we have received or updated in the last 2 
weeks. If you are interested in any of them give Terri a call on 087 2915367 for more information. 

Volunteers required to sell daffodils in aid of the Irish Cancer Society in Longford Town on Friday 
27th March in Longford Town. 
 
Arthritis Ireland Longford Branch require Volunteer Fundraisers for their church gate collections 
at all masses at St. aŜƭΩǎ Cathedral, Longford on 18th and 19th of April 
 
Volunteer Home Visitors required for ISPCA to help the ISPCA do home checks on applicants 
wishing to adopt an ISPCA animal.  
 
Fleadh Cheoil Longford 2015 ς the Fleadh Cheoil will take place in Edgeworthstown on 8th-10th 
May 2015. Event Volunteers are required to assist with the smooth running of the Fleadh. 
 
GROW require Volunteer Church gate collectors required for 9th and 10th May at St. Mel's 
Cathedral Masses in Longford town. 
 
Granard Community Childcare Facility require a DIY Volunteer to help with the maintenance of 
the crèche and the playground. 
 
Volunteer Retail Assistants required for Enable Ireland Longford for the afternoons to help sort 
donations and serve customers. 
 
Befrienders required for CASA (Caring And Sharing Association) to assist with social events for 
people who have intellectual disabilities. Time commitment is one Sunday afternoon a month. 
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Longford Volunteer Centre will be running a two session Facebook Marketing Course for 
community and voluntary organisations. Dates and Venue to be advised. If you are interested in 
this course please contact Angela on 087 7594770 
 
The next Volunteer Managers Forum Meeting will take place on Wednesday 25th March at 10am 
in the Meeting Room upstairs in Abbeycarton Football Club. 
 
National Volunteering Week will take place this year 11th -17th May. National Volunteering Week 
is also an opportunity to shine a light on the inspiring work of volunteers and highlight the value 
and impact of volunteering to Irish society. Everyone can take part in National Volunteering Week 
and it's easy to get involved. Please contact Angela on 087 7594770 for further information. 
 
Contact Details for Longford Volunteer Centre: 
Terri on 087 2915367 (Mon-Wed) or Angela 087 7594770 (Wed- Fri 
Longford Volunteer Centre, 
6 Earl Street, 
Longford 
Mobile 087 7594770 
www.volunteerlongford.ie 
Follow us on: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/longfordvolunteercentre 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/volunteerlvc                                             
 

Arthritis Ireland Longford Branch:  

 

Arthritis is the single biggest cause of disability in Ireland. It affects almost 1 million people, 

damaging joints, causing severe pain, stiffness, immobility and deformity. 

Arthritis does not discriminate. It is a disease that can affect anyone from the newborn right 

through to the elderly. 

!ǊǘƘǊƛǘƛǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ōȅ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŀǎƛŎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǘŀǎƪǎ ς a 

parent, for instance, who can no longer pick up their child; a father unable to hold down a job; a 

child unable to play with their friends. That is the reality of arthritis. 

Not surprisingly, therefore, arthritis can cause serious levels of depression and social isolation. 

According to research conducted by Arthritis Ireland, 3 in 10 people with arthritis say they are sad 

and depressed, and 4 in 10 admit that they sometimes find it hard to keep going and that their 

arthritis is a constant worry for them. 

Unfortunately, a large proportion of people living with arthritis also have at least one other 

disease or condition. For example, three in ten people (29%) with arthritis will also have heart 

disease. A similar number might also suffer from diabetes (32%). There are also links with 

depression (22%), high cholesterol (20%), high blood pressure (19%) and many others. There are 

more than 100 different types of arthritis, such as osteoarthritis and a range of inflammatory diseases like 

rheumatoid arthritis, psoriatic arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis, fibromyalgia and juvenile arthritis. 

http://www.volunteerlongford.ie/
http://www.facebook.com/longfordvolunteercentre
http://www.twitter.com/volunteerlvc


   

                     __________________________________________________________________________  
     

 

  
Page 19  of 34  

Lo ngford Public Participation Network  
E- mail: ppn@longfordcoco.ie; Web: www.longfordcoco.ie  

fb : Longford Public Participation Network  

 
Siobhan Cronogue, Public Participation Network  c/o Community & Enterprise, Longford County Council, 
Great Water St.,  Longford  

043 3343472 

 

The aim of the Longford branch is to provide an opportunity for people with arthritis to meet 

people just like themselves, to share experiences and problems, and to manage their pain, 

inflammation and social isolation which is often associated with arthritis. Members of the group 

get great support from one another allowing practical information, assistance and friendship. 

There is currently no cure for arthritis but staff at the Longford branch organise public information 

meetings on up to date treatments. Through their self-management courses and regular exercise 

classes it is possible to effectively manage the symptoms of this condition. 

  

Volunteers are always welcome to assist with this active group, to get involved with any of our 

established activities or to help with new activities. There is a place for everyone in Arthritis 

Ireland. You can tailor the level of your involvement to suit your availability 

  

You may contact any of the Arthritis Ireland Longford Branch committee at the below contact 

details: 

Mary: 087 1404200 

Loretta: 086 8160080 

Zenta: 086 8982044 

 
4. THE GATHERING IRELAND  

 
2013/2014 saw the successful delivery of many Gathering Events throughout Ireland. 2015 also 
has a lot to offer over sea visitors. Listed below are just some events being held nationwide in 
March/  April:  
 

Jameson Dublin International Film Festival - March 19th ς 29th 2015 

There will be more than 130 screenings at this year's Film Festival in Dublin, covering feature 

length films, shorts, documentaries, animated movies and a good programme for kids.  

Films are screened in Cinemas throughout the city, with most City Centre cinemas involved and a 

number in suburban areas also. Most of the films shown during festival are Irish premieres, and 

for some it will be their only public screening in Ireland. 

LǊƛǎƘ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǳƴǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ±ƻƭǘŀ !ǿŀǊŘǎΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŏƛƴema, the Volta Picture Theatre in Dublin, 

celebrates those who have made significant contributions to the world of film. Previous recipients 

of The Volta include Gabriel Byrne, Daniel Day Lewis, Consolata Boyle, George Morrison, Paolo 

Sorrentino and Thierry Fremaux. 

There are a range of non-screening events on offer also, including very popular Q&A sessions, 

public interviews, panel discussions. A quiz organized in association with Dublin City Libraries. 

http://www.dochara.com/events-in-ireland/jameson-dublin-international-film-festival/
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For further information click  JAMESON DUBLIN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL WEBSITE 

Cork Choral Festival - Wednesday, April 29th, 2015 to Sunday, May 3rd, 2015 

Since its inception in 1954 the Cork Choral Festival has grown to become one of the most 

important events in the amateur International Choral calendar with choirs travelling from all over 

the world to take part in four days of keenly contested competition ς and much socialising too! 

 
The Mornington Singers 

The festival includes gala concerts, schools concerts, national and international competition, fringe 

concerts, many outdoor and public performances, a food fair, an extremely lively festival club and 

many other events. 

The premier event is the competition for the prestigious Fleischmann International Trophy, hotly 

contested each year by some of the finest amateur international choirs. The standard in this 

competition is very high ς even being inviting to participate is seen as an accolade. These choirs 

also perform in a range of additional festival activities throughout the week including fringe 

concerts, church and informal performances, so there is plenty of opportunity to enjoy their 

singing. 

The National Competitions involves over 100 Adult, Youth and School choirs from all over Ireland ς 

in all there can be more than 5000 singers in the city for the week, so if you enjoy Choral music 

this is an event not to miss. 

For further information please click CORK INTERNATIONAL CHORAL FESTIVAL WEBSITE 

Punchestown Racing Festival- Tuesday April 28th to Saturday May 2nd 2015 

Very much a family affair (the local schools even take a day off so students can attend!) 

tǳƴŎƘŜǎǘƻǿƴ wŀŎƛƴƎ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ 

occasions. 

There will be music and entertainment, there are ample restaurants and bars to cater for the 

crowds and the racing is always excellent. 

http://www.jdiff.com/
http://www.corkchoral.ie/
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The Punchestown Festival is one of the highlights of the racing calendar in Ireland and marks the 

end of the National Hunt season both in Ireland and the UK. Every Irish trainer likes to round off 

the season with a good outing here, and an increasing number of trainers from the UK are sending 

their horses to Punchestown too, making for excellent racing. 

The main events are the Champion Chase, the Gold Cup and the Champion Hurdle but all races are 

hotly contested as old scores fǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ /ƘŜƭǘŜƴƘŀƳ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘΦ 

 

RTE All Ireland Drama Festival 2015- Thursday, April 30th, 2015 to Saturday, May 9th, 2015 

hƴŜ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙƻǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŘǊŀƳŀ 

groups from all over Ireland invariably stages some terrific productions, many of them reaching 

the standard of any professional company. 

Nine groups, who have qualified from a series of 35 regional heats, each perform a three-act play 

in the final. All performances are open to the public and are very well attended, so book your 

tickets in advance! Many professional actors and playwrights cut their teeth in Athlone, including 

WƻƘƴ .Φ YŜŀƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ {ƛǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ 

With hundreds of actors, their supporters and regular theatre lovers in town for the duration of 

the event, Athlone is a lively spot and there are many fringe events going on, including street 

theatre, art exhibitions, workshops and events for young people. 

If you enjoy theatre this is a great festival to visit ς not only will you see some terrific productions 

but it is a very friendly event and ƛǘΩǎ easy to get to meet and know Irish people with similar 

interests to yours. 

For further information click on RTE ALL IRELAND DRAMA FESTIVAL WEBSITE 

5. National News 

 

Consultation launched on Policy Frameworks for Local & Community Development 
 
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Alan Kelly TD has commenced 

a consultation process for a national framework policy for local and community development. 

Advertisements have been placed in national newspapers and a copy of the draft framework 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ draft framework policy (pdf, kb). 

Stakeholders are now invited to make a written submission setting out their views and comments 

on the draft policy. 

All submissions received (including the name of the person making the submission but not their 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ (all submissions 

received) and will be subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. The onus is on 

http://dramafestival.ie/
http://www.stpatricksfestival.ie/
http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Community/AlignmentLocalGovandLocalDev/FileDownLoad,40175,en.pdf
http://www.environ.ie/en/Community/AlignmentofLocalGovtLocalDev/PublicConsultations/Submissions-FrameworkPolicy/
http://www.environ.ie/en/Community/AlignmentofLocalGovtLocalDev/PublicConsultations/Submissions-FrameworkPolicy/


   

                     __________________________________________________________________________  
     

 

  
Page 22  of 34  

Lo ngford Public Participation Network  
E- mail: ppn@longfordcoco.ie; Web: www.longfordcoco.ie  

fb : Longford Public Participation Network  

 
Siobhan Cronogue, Public Participation Network  c/o Community & Enterprise, Longford County Council, 
Great Water St.,  Longford  

043 3343472 

persons making submissions not to include material of a private nature in the body of their 

submission. 

The public consultation process will close at 5pm on Friday 10 April, 2015. 

Submissions should be sent to: 

Post: Consultations on the Framework Policy for Local and Community Development 

Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 

Ballina 

Co Mayo 

Email: comm-pol.submissions@environ.ie 

 
New government Agri-Food plans welcomed by Environmental Pillar 

The Environmental Pillar welcomes the decision of the Minister Simon Coveney to make the new 
agri-food strategy a government initiative rather than an industry led plan. 

The Environmental Pillar, which represents 28 national environmental NGOs, welcomes the 
announcement of a committee to prepare the new strategy and the tendering of an 
environmental analysis of the plan. 

We also look forward to further engagement between the committee and the environmental 
sector on this important national plan, in order to ensure that the Rio Principles of Sustainable 
Development, balancing the Environmental, Social and Economic components are adhered to. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
industry-led initiative, Food Harvest 2020. We welcome a concerted effort from DAFM to create a 
strategy for the sector that is government led. This is an opportunity to really lay sustainable 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƎǊƛ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΣ ŀǘ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ƛƭƭƛŀƴ [ƻƘŀƴΣ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Environmental Pillar. 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ our economic recovery and job creation the focus of this strategy needs to be 
on long term sustainability. Our competitive advantage, as Minister Coveney points out, is our 
ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ŀƎǊƛ-produce. Incorporating the value of the ecosystem services that 
underpin these outputs is a critical challenge for this new strategy. There is no reason why we 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻƻŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ 

ά²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ outset. All interested 
citizens should take the time to input into this new strategy. Minister Coveney is providing the 
public with a chance to assert their democratic right and contribute their views while the strategy 
is being formed. If you put any food in your mouth today, then this affects you. We are quick to 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ōȅΦέ 

Yesterday the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Simon Coveney, announced his plans 
for a new agri-food strategy up to 2025. 

mailto:comm-pol.submissions@environ.ie
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This strategy will be developed by a Committee of leading figures from the agri-food sector and 
other stakeholders. 

The aim of the plan will be to maximize the contribution of the sector to economic growth, job 
creation and environmental sustainability over the next decade. 

The Minister said that he expected the new Strategy to be published in July 2015. He also 
announced that Mr. John Moloney is to chair the Strategy Committee 

Minister Coveney also opened a public consultation on the Strategy, with submissions invited from 
both organisations and individuals. 

The Minister also announced the opening of tenders for an environmental analysis of the 2025 
agri-food strategy including an Appropriate Assessment and a Strategic Environment Assessment 

Action Plan for Jobs, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
 
The Action Plan for Jobs is a whole-of-Government initiative under which all Government 
Departments and Agencies work together to deliver on the agreed action points for each year.  
The Action Plan for Job's Five Strategic Ambitions are: 
 

1. To support 100,000 additional jobs by 2016 
2. To get Ireland back to a top-five ranking in international competitiveness 
3. To stimulate the domestic economy and generate employment in locally traded sector 
4. To build an indigenous engine of growth that drives up the export market share of Irish 

companies 
5. To build world-class clusters in key sectors of opportunity 

 
The Government is committed to seeing full employment of 2.1m people in 2018.  
An Action Plan for Jobs is published every year, setting out clear actions and targets to help create 
positive conditions for job creation. Results are reviewed quarterly and progress reports are 
published underneath. 
Links to all Action Plans for Jobs and progress reports are below: 
Action Plan for Jobs 2015 

Á Action Plan for Jobs 2015 (PDF, 2.5MB) 
Á Action Plan for Jobs 2015 - Table of Actions (PDF, 754KB) 

 

2015 Annual Social Inclusion Forum 
 

Wednesday 25th March 2015 

9.15am - 3.45pm 

Croke Park Conference Centre, Dublin 3 

 
Theme: Social Policy Innovation for Social Inclusion 

http://www.djei.ie/publications/2015APJ.pdf
http://www.djei.ie/publications/2015APJ_Table_of_Actions.pdf
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The Department of Social Protection will host the annual Social Inclusion Forum on 25th March 

2015. The Social Inclusion Forum is part of the institutional framework put in place by the 

Government to support the development of the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 2007-

2016 (NAPinclusion).  

The event provides a forum for wider public consultation and discussion on social inclusion issues 

between officials from Government Departments, Community and Voluntary Organisations and 

people experiencing poverty in relation to NAPinclusion. The Forum has ensured that people who 

are directly affected by poverty and social exclusion and those who work with them have a voice 

in the development of the policies that directly affect them, and in the ways that the policies are 

implemented. 

The theme of the 2015 Forum is social policy innovation for social inclusion and will include a 

discussion on updating and extending NAPinclusion and workshops on social housing, migrant 

poverty, prevention and early intervention services for children and youth exclusion. See draft 

Agenda 

As places are strictly limited at this yearΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ 

as possible to avoid disappointment. 
PLEASE REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE HERE:  

Social Inclusion Forum 2015 
(for further information contact social.inclusion@welfare.ie or 01 704 3614/704 3245) 

 
6. EU NEWS 

 

 ϵсмл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 9¦ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ 
  
ϵсмл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9¦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀnd social inclusion has been 
agreed by the European Commission today. This will be matched by national funding to bring 
the total investment for the 2014-нлнл 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ CǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ϵмΦмр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ 

Helping the unemployed return to the labour market, youth unemployment, and the long-
term unemployed are the main focus of this programme. 

 

 

    It is expected that the programme will: 

Á Support 167,000 people through up-skilling and re-training 
Á Back 79,000 people through social inclusion such as community involvement and training 
Á Assist up to 712,000 very low-skilled people, and disadvantaged and disabled students 

     Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility Marianne Thyssen        
commented: "I welcome the adoption of this programme, which will help Ireland address current 
challenges and advance towards the employment and poverty targets set in the EU 2020 strategy. 
The European Social Fund will focus on getting people back into jobs and on creating opportunities 
for young people and disadvantaged groups. I'm confident that it can make a significant difference 

http://www.socialinclusion.ie/documents/20145-02-19_DRAFTAGENDA_2015SocialInclusionForum_19FebVersion.doc
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SocialInclusionForum2015
mailto:social.inclusion@welfare.ie
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in the next years". 

     Investments will be focused on four main objectives: 

ü Access to employment. 
ü Social inclusion, by improving employability and promoting equal opportunities 
ü Education, including initiatives for very low skilled people and for disadvantaged and 

disabled students 
ü Implementation of the Youth Employment Initiative 

Further Information 

ESF Operational programme for Ireland adopted 
European Social Fund (ESF) 

 

 Eurostat publishes figures on national minimum salaries in the EU  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ōȅ 9ǳǊƻǎǘŀǘΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ όϵмΣпунύ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
minimum wage in the EU as of 1 January 2015, after Luxembourg, Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Germany. Monthly minimum waƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ϵмуп ƛƴ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀ ǘƻ ϵмΣфно ǇŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ 
Luxembourg. Ireland and Greece are the only countries in the EU having a national minimum wage 
where the minimum wage has not risen since 2008. In Greece, the national minimum wage on 1 
January 2015 was 14% lower than the 2008 figure.   

When calculated in terms of purchasing power standards, the monthly minimum wage in Ireland 
was 6th highest in the EU at 1,238 on 1 January 2015 (up 10% from 1,126 in 2008). When adjusted 
for purchasing power standards, the monthly minimum wage in the EU ranged from 380 per 
month in Bulgaria to 1,561 in Luxembourg. 

The monthly minimum wage for Ireland was calculated on the basis of (hourly rate x 39 hours x 52 
ǿŜŜƪǎύ κ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǿŀƎŜ ƛǎ ϵуΦср ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊ. 

 

EU Commission wants urgent action on energy markets  

An overhaul of the electricity market, a tougher negotiation strategy with third country suppliers, 
10% of European electricity passing through interconnectors, more EU funding for energy 
efficiency, a new renewables energy package: just some of the things the European Commission 
announced today (25/2/2015) in a new, more urgent approach to energy strategy. 

Jean-Claude Juncker, Commission President, said "For too long, energy has been exempt from the 
fundamental freedoms of our Union. Current events show the stakes ς as many Europeans fear 
they may not have the energy needed to heat their homes. I want the energy that underpins our 
economy to be resilient, reliable, secure and growingly renewable and sustainable." 

Ireland is singled out as one of the countries which are insufficiently connected with the energy 
supply available in the rest of the EU (see graphic below). Ireland, along with countries like the UK, 

http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=67&langId=en&newsId=8568
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/home.jsp


   

                     __________________________________________________________________________  
     

 

  
Page 26  of 34  

Lo ngford Public Participation Network  
E- mail: ppn@longfordcoco.ie; Web: www.longfordcoco.ie  

fb : Longford Public Participation Network  

 
Siobhan Cronogue, Public Participation Network  c/o Community & Enterprise, Longford County Council, 
Great Water St.,  Longford  

043 3343472 

Spain and Portugal, has yet to reach a target of 10% of electricity interconnector capacity, seen as 
the minimum amount to aim for by 2020. 

And as one of the EU's most import-dependent countries, Ireland's economy is highly exposed to 
international energy markets for fossil fuels. In the EU overall, wholesale electricity prices are 30% 
higher in the EU than in the US, and wholesale gas prices 100% higher. Europe's Gas supply 

The Commission now wants a tougher strategy for EU governments negotiating with third country 
suppliers of gas, in particular. The Commission wants more oversight of gas negotiations with third 
countries before contracts with non-EU countries are signed, rather than after. It also wants to 
move towards standard contract clauses that will avoid pressure to bend European rules. 

This means the Commission will review the Intergovernmental Agreements Decision and propose 
some changes. The Commission will also push for more transparency in gas contracts and will ask 
for changes in the Security of Gas Supply Regulation. 

Further information  
Read the full Commission press release: Energy Union: secure, sustainable, competitive, affordable 
energy for every European  
 

Fáilte Ireland Launches Seventh EDEN Competition with Tourism and Local Gastronomy 
ŀǎ ¢Ƙƛǎ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ƘŜƳŜ 

The search has begun to find the region in Ireland which has best used its local food potential to 
grow visitor numbers. Fáilte Ireland, is inviting entries for the EDEN competition, an EU project 
promoting sustainable tourism development models across the European Union, which is 
currently being held in 29 member states. 
 
Held every two years, EDEN focusses on a diŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
theme is Tourism and Local Gastronomy with the winning destination to receive a promotional 
ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ϵрΣллл ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
entry will also represent Ireland at a ceremony/exhibition in Brussels later this year. 
 
Fáilte Ireland are now looking for Emerging tourism destinations in Ireland who have developed a 
specific tourism offering based on their local gastronomy that balances sustaining the local 
environment with the promotion of viable tourism. 
 
Eligible destinations will be those: 
 
ω ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ άǎƳŀƭƭέ ƻǊ άŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎέ ƻǊ άƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ǘǊŀŎƪέ ƻǊ άƴƻƴ-ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ όǿƛǘƘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ 
numbers from low to very low in comparison with the national average); 
ω ǎƘŀƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΤ 
ω ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-developed gastronomy that is characteristic of the region. 
 
The aim of the EDEN project is to draw attention to the value, diversity and shared characteristics 
of European tourist destinations and to promote destinations where economic growth is pursued 
in such a way as to ensure the social, cultural and environmental sustainability of tourism.  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4497_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4497_en.htm
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/ƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ WƻƘƴ aǳƭŎŀƘȅΣ CłƛƭǘŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ 
 
ά!ǎ an Island, Ireland has long been recognised for the beauty of its landscape and seascapes in 
addition for the warmth of its people. But in recent years, visitors are now coming for our food 
and drink offering also. Our clean seas and rich fertile soil result in having the best raw ingredients 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΦ  
 
ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
economies and communities. Therefore, I would encourage participation in initiatives, such as this 
European Destination of Excellence Competition, which can only but boost the profile of these 
ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦέ 
 
Competition details are available here [Application Form] and at www.failteireland.ie or contact 
eden.helpdesk@failteireland.ie for further details or your local regional tourism office. The closing 
date for entries is Wednesday April 8th 2015.  
 
Eligible destinations will be those where the visitor density is low; where the tourism product has 
been developed using local and regional food experiences as an asset while protecting the 
environment and meeting the needs of visitors and local residents; and where the tourism offer is 
managed in such a way as to ensure its social, cultural and environmental sustainability. 
Fáilte Ireland is appointing a panel of adjudicators to select the top destinations and the overall 
winner. The evaluation process will short-list the top three applications for on-site assessments 
during the week of Monday 11th May. This assessment will allow each applicant an opportunity to 
provide further evidence of their Tourism and Local Gastronomy destination of excellence. 
- See more at: http://www.failteireland.ie/News-Features/News-Library/Search-is-on-for-Region-
with-best-use-of-food-pote#sthash.SrIxmqJo.dpuf 

 
7. UPCOMING TRAINING/WORKSHOPS  

            
EDI Centre 

Disability Activation Congress Training (DACT) course starting end of March. Call the EDI Centre @ 043 33 

47515 to book or for more information. 

Free Training Opportunities:  

Would you be interested in an introduction to digital photography, sending/receiving emails, using 
social media, using apps, buying tickets and on-line banking? Longford EDI Centre is running an 8 
hour basic computer course which can be delivered mornings, afternoons or evenings. To avail of 
this great opportunity contact Bernie or Amanda at 043 3347515 or email infocentre@ericom.net 

 IT ς 4 ςtoday (Trade Unions supporting Learning) 

 Free 1 day computer basics course: 
 8 hrs of IT training 

Eligible to attend if you are: 

¶ Aged 55 OR OVER 

¶ Unemployed 

http://www.failteireland.ie/getattachment/News-Features/News-Library/Search-is-on-for-Region-with-best-use-of-food-pote/Application-Form-Tourism-and-Local-Gastronomy.pdf.aspx
http://www.failteireland.ie/
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¶ Experiencing disadvantage 

¶ Without any recognised formal education or 

¶ Have none or some computer experience 
To apply, contact Bernie or Mary in the EDI Centre on 043 33 47515 
During this one day session, you will learn how to use a computer including: send/receive email, 
use social media, use of Apps, introduction to digital photography, perform simple online 
transactions; such as book a ticket, pay a bill, online banking and introduction to safety & security 
online. 
    ___________________________________ 
 
Career Planning Programme 
This six week  programme  five mornings per week- from 9.30 ς 1.30, offers assistance to unemployed and 
other target groups to re-enter the work force through training & employment supports.  Programme 
consists of - Skill sampling, personal development, career guidance, IT training, one to one support, Limited 
place available, Confined to people in receipt of a payment from Department of Social Protection 
(Unemployment or Disability payment) To register for this programme Contact the Centre. 

 
The EDI Centre currently runs two FAS Local Training Initiative projects (LTI's). 
REVAMP Training Project 
Pilot Youth Project by Dept of Social & Family Affairs identified youth at risk of long-term unemployment 
from welfare dependent homes, with little motivation, early school leavers, some with literacy problems. 
Mainstream education or training not relevant to their needs.  Lack of suitable local training initiatives.  
 
Pre-Employment identified Furniture Restoration as viable carrot to attract trainees to broader training. 
FAS Community Training Initiative was established in Dec 2002. First two programmes were 26 weeks long, 
now they are 48 weeks with continuous enrolment. In the first 5 years 70% of trainees progressed into full 
time work. 
 

Apprenticeship, Education or Training. 
This is a 48 week LTI for long-term unemployed 
persons providing FETAC accredited training in areas 
such as:  

¶ Application of Number 

¶ Communications 

¶ Career Preparation 

¶ Computer Literacy 

¶ Upholstery  
Woodwork 
Tiling 
Personal and Interpersonal Skills  

¶ Personal Effectiveness 
Work Experience 

¶ Word Processing 

¶ Internet Skills  

Health and Safety Awareness 

Catering/Life Skills Programme 
This is a 26 week LTI for long-term unemployed 
persons providing FETAC accredited training in areas 
such as:  

¶ Application of Number 

¶ Communications 

¶ Career Preparation 

¶ Computer Literacy 

¶ Personal and Interpersonal Skills  

¶ Personal Effectiveness 

¶ Work Experience 

¶ Culinary Operations 

¶ Restaurant Service 

¶ Bread, Pastry and Desserts 
 

 

     ____________________________________-- 
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     FREE JOB SEARCH SERVICE 
Every Thursday from 10am to 1pm..The EDI Centre can help you with: 

¶ /±Ωǎ 

¶ Job Applications 

¶ Interview Skills 

¶ Training Opportunities 

¶ Career Advice 
The EDI Centre provides a range of services to support unemployed people including information on 
employment rights, entitlements, training and education with access to computer facilities. 
For further information, Contact the EDI Centre on 043 33 47515 
E-mail: infocentre@eircom.net / Website: www.Edilongford.ie 
 

     ________________________________ 

 
White Goods Training 
Ψ!ǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ wŜǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 95L /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ ! 
12 week training programme for 10 jobseekers has been designed and is being delivered by a qualified local 
Electro Mechanical Engineer who is also an experienced tutor. The programme is approved and funded by 
Skillnet. Washing machines, dishwashers, dryers, cookers, heaters, microwaves and small electrical etc are 
all part of the items which are worked on in the programme. 

  
     ________________________________ 

Longford and Westmeath Education and Training Board 

Free Education Courses 

Would you like to learn more about Gardening, Woodwork, Working with Childcare, Cookery Food 
and Nutrition, Turning on the computer, using the computer for learning on line? If the answer is 
yes and you are a parent, grandparent, child carer, early school leaver or a long time out of 
education, call or text Grainne 086 8883413, also email Longford familylearning@gmail.com. 
Courses are free and basic education skills.  

    _______________________________ 

Gender Matter Workshops 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ όI{9ύ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ όb²/Lύ ǘƻ conduct a series of workshops with women and men to 
hear and document their experiences of health services in Ireland from a gender perspective. The output 
from the consultations will inform the development of health inequalities action arising from the 
forthcoming updating of the HSE Health Inequalities Framework and the forthcoming HSE Maternity 
Services Charter.  

As gender has such a powerful impact on health and wellbeing outcomes and cuts across other forms of 
inequality such as  poverty, economic disadvantage, disability, age, ethnicity or sexual orientation I am 
anxious that the views of women and men whose voices are largely absent from more mainstream 
discussions on health are included in this process. 

mailto:infocentre@eircom.net

