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Co Longford PPN: linking community groups with Longford County Council and other
decision making bodies.
Have a say in the development of your County for now and future generations!!
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Longford Public Participation Network (PPN) E-bulletin
December 2017
2018 PPN Workplan
As we are nearing the end of our 2017 workplan we would like to invite you to let us know what your
community group / organisation would like to see in next year's work plan. What's important to you, what
are your training needs, what supports can County Longford PPN provide in order for you to continue to
develop and sustain?
Remember this is your PPN so please take the opportunity to set the direction of the work we undertake
by emailing ppn@longfordcoco.ie
Environmental News
Please click on this link to access the second newsletter from the National Environmental Pillar
http://conta.cc/2iVGq7R.
You can read about the following:
• Local Environmental Networks and how to get involved
• Forum for Reps now LIVE
• Criteria to joining the Environmental College and recent changes
If you would to discuss any PPN related matter contact Catherine by emailing catherine@ien.ie, or by
phone on 01 878 0115.

Strategy for Public Libraries 2018-2022: Public Consultation
The Minister for Rural and Community Development, Mr. Michael Ring T.D., is seeking submissions in respect of the Government’s new Public Library Strategy 2018-2022.
The new Strategy will underpin the continued development of the public library system over the next five
years and position the public library at the centre of the community, meeting the information, learning
and cultural needs of individuals and communities.
The new Strategy is being developed by the Department of Rural and Community Development, the Local
Government Management Agency and Local Authorities.
An overview of the Strategy and relevant consultation documents can be accessed by clicking here.
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Copies of these documents may also be obtained from your library or by contacting the Libraries Development & Community Policy Unit, Department of Rural and Community Development at (096) 24258 or by
email to ei.vog.dcrd@weiverygetartsbil
Submissions can be made to the Department by clicking here, or by filling out the following application
(Download application) and submitting it by email to ei.vog.dcrd@weiverygetartsbil or in writing to:
Libraries Development and Community Policy,
Department of Rural and Community
Development,
Government Offices,
Ballina,
Mayo,
F26 E8N6.
We kindly ask that you provide any
submissions or observations no later than Thursday February 1, 2018.

Local Events / Training
Longford County Choir present their Christmas Celebration Concert Sun. 17th December at 7.30 p.m. Soloist - Maria Matthews and special guests the fabulous Mulligan Sisters -
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Lus na Greine FRC

Transformative College
Our Vision - is a community where everyone has access to mental health
education, recovery classes and civic participation. The mission of Transformative College is to invite people to become part of a community of
learning. The main objective of Transformative College is to empower
community members through the provision of a Mental Health Resource
Centre with a qualified multidisciplinary team that provides education,
civic participation, promotes awareness and advice, to support recovery
in the area of mental health. For further information contact Mark on
087 0905 158

Why not follow us on Facebook @TransformativeCollege
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SPIN Longford: Lots of family fun and bargains at this weekend Christmas Festival on the
Market Square
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Wishing all our customers and friends a Happy and Peaceful Christmas and a big
thank you to everyone who supported the Revamp 3R Furniture Store over the last
year. Closed on Friday 22nd December 2017. Open Tuesday 2nd January 2018.

Funding Opportunities
Emigrant Support Programme
The Irish Government Emigrant Support Programme is focused on supporting cultural, community and
heritage projects that foster a vibrant sense of Irish community and identity.
In particular the programme supports organisations that deliver frontline advisory services and community care to Irish emigrants, particularly to the more vulnerable and marginalised members of our community abroad.
In recent years the programme has also funded capital projects that ensure the long-term future of Irish
communities.

Full details on the objectives, criteria and reporting requirements associated with the programme are
available at the following Overview of the Emigrant Support Programme.
Am I eligible?
We are interested in funding projects which seek to fulfil one or more of the following objectives:
•

Celebrate, maintain and strengthen the links between Ireland and the Global Irish;
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Address the diverse and evolving needs of Irish emigrants, especially the elderly, disadvantaged
and vulnerable;
Facilitate access to statutory and voluntary services in their country of residence for Irish emigrants;
Foster a more vibrant sense of community and of Irish identity;
Further the outcomes of the Global Irish Economic Forum;
Support business networks to connect Irish people to each other at home and abroad;
Research and define the emerging needs of Irish communities abroad;
Support development of new ways to communicate and connect with the increasingly diverse
global Irish, including non-traditional diasporas;
Improve awareness and understanding of the emigrant and diaspora experience.

How to apply
Apply Online
You should apply to the Emigrant Support Programme using the online application form only. We do not
accept any hard copy applications.
Useful documents
These documents will help you in the application process:
•
•
•

Emigrant programme support user guide
Overview of the Emigrant Support Programme
2017 List of the questions for the ESP Online Application form

Organisations receiving grants under the Emigrants Support Programme (ESP) are required to submit, for
each project a
•
•

Narrative Progress Report, and
Financial Report

And either (i) or (ii)
(i) Where the ESP grant is less than €100,000, a copy of the organisation's accounts accompanied by an
independent (practising) accountant's statement.
(ii) Where the ESP grant exceeds €100,000, a copy of the organisation's most recent audited financial
statements
Download these documents to see which organisations received funding under the Emigrant Support Programme and how much they got:
•
•
•

2016 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2015 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2014 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2013 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2012 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2011 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2010 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2009 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2008 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2007 Emigrant Support Programme Funding
2006 Emigrant Support Programme Funding

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Event Support (including Workshops & Conferences)
The EPA research programme has allocated budget to provide funding to support workshops, seminars
and other events.
Normally the amount of funding per event will not exceed €3,000.
Funding is provided only for events with a clear relevance to Irish environmental research priorities and
on the condition that the events are run on a not-for-profit basis.
The event should showcase current national research by the organisers and EPA funded-groups, and also
could include an international keynote speaker.
In terms of audience/participants, the event should target other researchers working in the area and the
expected end-users of the research (e.g. Local Authorities, EPA, DECLG, Industry).
Applications
Applications should be made online via
ment portal

SmartSimple, the EPA’s grant application and project manage-

Funding is available as a rolling call with four submission deadlines each year (31st December; 31st
March; 30th June; 30th September).
Applications for events taking place within the first 28 days of a call period must be submitted prior to the
closure of the penultimate call period (i.e. an application for an event taking place between 1st and 28th
January must be submitted by the deadline of 30th September).
A response shall be communicated to applicants within one month of the call deadline date.
Requests for funding should be made using the appropriate application form using the following headings:
•
•

Background and Work Programme (20 marks)
Relevance to Environmental Research in Ireland (30 marks)
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•
•

Expected outputs and benefits (30 marks)
Environmental Policy (20 marks)

Applications will be judged competitively against others received in the period using these criteria and
with regard to the need to balance funding across institutions and thematic areas.
Funding
Successful applicants will be expected to provide the EPA with an ex-post report on the event, including
photographs where relevant for publication on our website.
ESAI/EPA Grassroots Workshop Support Scheme
ESAI with the support of the EPA are delighted to announce our new Workshop Support Scheme.
The scheme is open to postgraduate and postdoctoral researchers who are members of the ESAI and
who are conducting research relevant to the EPA remit.
The purpose of the ESAI Grassroots Workshop Support Scheme is to assist early stage researchers with
the delivery of workshops that fall within the remit of the ESAI and EPA.
Workshops are essential for the dissemination of research, knowledge exchange, development and exposure of early career researchers and for establishing new collaborations.
They are a key networking tool, and an opportunity for early-stage researchers to increase their profile
within a field of study.
The theme of the workshop must fit within the remits of the EPA and ESAI, who must be acknowledged in
conference publicity materials.
The amount of the award for each event is €600 which is meant to be a contribution to the overall cost of
the event.
Applications can be submitted at any time and are assesed six times per year, by a panel drawn from
the ESAI Council
Applications should include a one-page summary CV of the main applicant.
Applications will be assessed on the quality of the proposal, how the event fits with the remits of the ESAI
and EPA, and on the expected outputs and benefits of the proposed workshop.
The diversity of the audience will also be taken into consideration, and workshops organised jointly between more than one institution will be favoured.
Payments will be made by ESAI following submission of invoices.
Successful applicants will be expected to submit an article to the ESAI e-zine describing the event.
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Please send a completed application and one-page CV by e-mail to Sinead Macken (administrator@esaiweb.org) at least 3 months before the date of proposed workshop.
Checkout

http://www.esaiweb.org/news/?item=26#news-26 for an application form.

Social Innovation Fund - Resilient Communities Fund
The Resilient Communities Fund is a partnership between Social Innovation Fund Ireland and Tomar Trust
to find and back innovative projects that strengthen community resilience and have an economic, social
and environmental impact.
Scheme Details
Status: Open
Grant Range: Up to €1,000 ,Up to €5,000
Funding Source: Trust / Foundation
Cash Type: Revenue
The Resilient Communities Fund is a partnership between Social Innovation Fund Ireland and Tomar
Trust to find and back innovative projects that strengthen community resilience and have an economic,
social and environmental impact. The Fund will provide critical supports to projects focused on making
communities across Ireland safer, healthier, and more vibrant places to live.
Resilient Communities is a €400,000 awards fund, created by Social Innovation Fund Ireland in partnership with the Tomar Trust and the Department of Rural and Community Development. The Department of
Rural and Community Development provides match funding for all philanthropic funds raised by Social
Innovation Fund Ireland, via the Dormant Accounts Fund.
WHAT IS COMMUNITY RESILIENCE?
Community Resilience is a measure of the sustained ability of a community to respond to economic, social
and environmental issues.
Significant development occurring across Ireland since the late 1990s has brought changes to settlements,
transport patterns, and economic bases, and has altered the traditional rural/urban population balance.
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As a result of this shift, our rural and town communities are facing challenges to build sustainable economies, maintain public services, and retain young people; while our urban communities are burdened with
increasingly unaffordable housing, longer commute times, more limited resources and stresses on infrastructure. Both urban and rural communities are facing potential impacts of climate change, such as adverse effects on water quality and increased risk of flooding. Community resilience thus represents the
ability and effort of Irish communities to overcome all of these challenges for stronger, more vibrant communities that also deliver positive economic, social and environmental impacts.
WHAT DOES THE FUND OFFER?
The chosen awardees will receive a total grant award of between €40,000 and €100,000. The award will
consist of a 75% cash grant and 25% in accelerator supports. Bespoke accelerator supports may include
mentoring, strategic growth planning and access to SIFI’s networks.
WHAT KIND OF PROJECTS ARE WE LOOKING FOR?
Social Innovation Fund Ireland are looking for innovative projects that can demonstrate how they are
strengthening community resilience whilst delivering economic, social and environmental impact for their
localities.
Projects might focus on:
•

Economy – providing greater self-sufficiency, sustainability, and stability, while also providing increased opportunities for more people thereby tackling urban migration

•

Environment – increasing sustainability and reducing resource usage

•

Social – generating a positive sense of belonging, particularly for marginalised and vulnerable groups

Applicant projects must meet Social Innovation Fund Ireland standard criteria and specific fund criteria as
listed below.
SOCIAL INNOVATION STANDARD CRITERIA
•

The project must address a critical social issue

•

The solution proposed must be innovative in an Irish context
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•

The solution must have potential and a desire to scale or replicate in Ireland (it may also have potential internationally, but this is not a requirement)

•

The solution must provide evidence that it is up and running, or have been tested at least in a minimal way

•

That it is based on the island of Ireland and will make its main impact in the Republic of Ireland

•

Applicants must come from an entity that has a not for profit legal form e.g. charity, social enterprise, voluntary organisations etc.

PROJECTS THAT DEMONSTRATE THE FOLLOWING WILL HAVE AN ADVANTAGE
•

Projects that demonstrate a track record of strong leadership

•

Projects that demonstrate a track record of strong community engagement

•

Projects with a demonstrated evidence base

•

Projects that can demonstrate economic, social and environmental impacts

•

Projects that have substantial impact in rural or town communities

•

Projects that are based in Munster

WHAT TYPE OF ORGANISATIONS CAN APPLY?
The Resilient Communities Fund will accept applications from:
•

Not for Profits

•

Voluntary Organisations

•

Charities

•

Social Enterprises.

How to Apply
Full details and guidelines (including expectations for applicants and FAQ's) are available here.
Important Dates
Explanation of deadline

Reason

Date

Closing (temporarily)

31 Jan 2018
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Explanation of deadline

Reason

Date

Deadline for applications
Contact Details
Funder:
Social Innovation Fund Ireland
Address1:
Arthur Cox Building, Earlsfort Terrace
Town: Dublin 2
Email: hello@socialinnovation.ie
Website: http://www.socialinnovation.ie/resilientcommun...

Is your group holding an event or has your group news you would like to share with
the wider County Longford Community?

Then why not promote it through your PPN?
Just email, post or call to us (contact info below)
For inclusion in our monthly PPN Newsletter
Compiled by
Siobhan Cronogue
Public Participation Network, Longford Community & Enterprise Centre, Business & Technology Park ,
Ballinalee Road, Longford
Sources: Longford PPN community groups ,EU News, DOECLG, Longford County Childcare, Longford Co. Council,
Longford Leader, Environmental Pillar, Social Justice Ireland and other sources with many thanks!
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