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Proposed UNESCO Biosphere Reserve

What are Biosphere Reserves?

Biospheres are UNESCO Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme and are international sites of excellence

where active conservation sits alongside responsible development; ólivinglandscapesôwhere there is a more

balanced relationship between people and nature.

How many Biosphere Reserves are there Worldwide?

There are 669 Biosphere Reserves in 120 countries worldwide.

They are internationally recognised, nominated by national governments and remain under sovereign 

jurisdiction of the country where they are located. They are also a network for Research, Environmental 

Education & Training.



Proposed UNESCO Biosphere Reserve
How are Biosphere Reserves formed?

Through consultation process the State submits a Nomination From to the International Co-ordinating 

Council of the MAB Program. 

Biosphere Reserves have no legal standing - UNESCO assumes countries take measures to protect sites 

by óexistingô protection means (Local & Area Development Plans/Existing Planning Regulations/ Natura

2000 Network/Statutory Nature Reserves etc.)
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Requirements to become a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

üA framework of the World Network of Bio Reserves defines the criteria for an area to qualify for this 

concept. 

üStates forward the Nomination with supporting documentation.

üThe Nomination Form has pre-set specifications & should encompass a mosaic of ecological systems, 

projects representative of major bio-geographical region.

üNominated area conforming to criteria for biosphere reserves with signature of endorsements  from 

authorities concerned.
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Is this more bureaucracy and what will it stop me doing?

Absolutely notðand absolutely nothing. This is not a form of regulation and in no way restricts anyoneôs

rights. This project cannot impose any additional requirements on landowners or the public.

Itôsnot about what we canôtdo, itôsabout what we CAN do to help keep our landscape, nature, culture,

heritage and economy thrive.

UNESCO proposed Mid Shannon Biosphere & Environs is about active management of all the thingsweôre

proud of.
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Currently Two UNESCO Biospheres in Ireland.

1. Dublin Bay Biosphere Reserve: 

Total 16,211 ha (Core 651 ha, Buffer 5,171 ha, Transition 10,388ha)

2. Kerry Biosphere Reserve: 

Total 65,000 ha (Core 10,260 ha, Buffer 531 ha, Transition 54,210 ha)
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BRôsare traditionally organised into three interrelated zones:

1. Core Zone ïthis zone prioritises conservation and biological diversity. In parallel to conservation,

economic activities can also be developed such as environmental education, research, environmental

conservation and rehabilitation activities, recreational and Eco-tourism activities. The Core Zone could be

the existing Natura 2000 Network sites.

2. Buffer Zone ï identified as areas connected to the Core Zone and can host activities that are

compatible with the Core Zone. Can be essential for maintaining biological & cultural diversity.

3. Transition Zoneïwhere sustainable resource management practices are promoted and developed.










